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SOME LEGAL PROBLEMS FOR MILLERS 


A. L. H. STREET 


Question of Free Lighterage—Title to Goods Sold Under c.i.f. Contract— 
Sales by Telegraph— Remedies Against Breach of Contract— 
Recent Decisions Bearing on the Milling Industry 


NORTHERN mill asks for prece- 
‘\ dents bearing upon its claim against 
~ “an initial carrier of an interstate 
jipment of flour> growing out of the 
lowing state of facts: 

The mill billed a car of flour to its own 

rder for delivery in New York City, 

ith directions to notify a customer, giv- 

« the customer’s mail address. The 

ills . billing clerk forgot to. note 

.ighterage Free” on the bill of lading. 

he initial carrier, without consulting the 

ill, billed the car to pier 34, the final 

irrier’s (New York Central’s) station 

carest the customer’s mail address in 
vew York. 

The arrival at pier 34 was reported as 

cing April 10, the day supplement No. 

to N. Y. Cecircular A-125 I. C. C. N. Y. 
(3 .No. 4352 became effective, cutting 
lown free time from three days to two. 
the customer, being notified at noon the 
same day of the arrival, notified the ter- 
minal freight agent at pier 34 of the 
error in billing to that pier, protesting 
without avail. Without notice to them, 
the flour was stored April 13. 

The mill made claim against the initial 
carrier for the storage and extra charges, 
but it was disallowed because “Lighter- 
age Free” was not noted on the bill of 
lading. 

“According to page five of the tariff 
mentioned above,’ continues our corre- 
spondent, “all carload shipments for de- 
livery locally in New York City, not con~ 
signed direct to an established freight 
station of the New York Central, will be 
held at Sixtieth or Thirty-third Street 
Station until receipt of written order for 
disposition from consignee or party noti- 
fied of arrival under the terms of the bill 
of lading, and while there will be subject 
to lawful demurrage and storage charges. 
This would seem to entitle this car to re- 
consigning privileges. There are several 
interesting questions involved: 

“1. Is it necessary to put the notation 
‘Lighterage Free’ on a bill of lading to 
secure for reconsigning privileges in New 
York harbor? 

“2. If the car was not entitled to re- 
consignment privileges, wouldn’t it have 
heen entitled to free time on basis of 
time it should have arrived at Sixtieth 
Street station? , 

“3. If the car was not entitled to full 
reconsigning —_ privileges (Lighterage 
ree), the main item of which is five 
days’ free time, as per rule 3, page 54, 
was it not entitled to three days’ free 
‘ime and reconsignment as per rule lI, 
ind time to unload it at any designated 
tation or pier to which it would have 

een reconsigned ?” 
- ” 

in the absence of copies of the tariff 
provisions referred to and of the bill of 
lading, we are unable to express a defi- 
nite opinion on the points involved in the 
particular case. However, the following 
tatement of apparently well-established 
pee principles may give the information 
desired: 

A shipper or consignee is entitled to 
reconsignment privileges only upon the 
conditions imposed by the provision under 
which the privilege is claimed. Hence, 
we are of the opinion that if the terms of 
the tariffs required the notation “Lighter- 
age Free” on the bill of lading, omission 
of the notation, though inadvertent, for- 
feited the . privilege. 

_ This view is supported by the decision 
in Port Arthur Milling Co. vs. Texarkana 
& Fort Smith Railway Co., 28 Interstate 
Commerce Commission Reports, 697, hold- 
ing that, where there was a lower rate on 
export shipments to Port Arthur than on 
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domestic shipments to the same point, a 
shipper was not entitled to the lower rate 
on shipments intended for export but not 
covered by a notation “For Export” on 
the shipping documents. The commission 
cites a declaration of the United States 
Supreme Court in Coe vs. Errol, 116 U. 
S. 517, that a shipper’s state of mind 
cannot control outward indications. 

Another. judicial decision in point is 
that of the Kansas supreme court in the 
very recent case of McCullough vs. Mis- 
souri Pacific Railway Co., to the effect 
that damages for the loss of the privilege 
of milling-in-transit, through misrouting, 
could not be recovered where the privi- 
lege was available only where a reference 
to it was noted on the shipping order or 
bill of lading, and no such notation was 
made. The court intimates that granting 
of the privilege without full compliance 
with the tariff conditions would have 
amounted to an unlawful discrimination. 

But if, in the present case, there was 
nothing in the tariffs or the bill of lading 
requiring a notation to be made on the 
bill of lading, in order to preserve the 
lighterage privilege, we see no reason for 
withholding it, if the mill complied with 
all the conditions under which the privi- 
lege was customarily granted to other 
shippers under similar circumstances. 

It seems to us that the tariff provision 
for holding of freight at the Sixtieth or 
Thirty-third Street station, when not con- 
signed direct to another station, was ren- 
dered inapplicable by the fact that the 
initial carrier did bill the flour to pier 34; 
and that, under the circumstances stated, 
that became the ultimate destination, sub- 
ject to demurrage and storage charges 
then effective. Since shippers and con- 
signees are charged with knowledge of all 
existing tariff regulations, it seems that 
if the arrival was April 10, there were 
only two days free time under the then 
effective supplement to the New York 
Central tariffs. 

The writer’s attention has been drawn 
to no decision against the right of an 
initial carrier to bill a shipment of this 
kind to the nearest station to the con- 
signee’s address, where no other station 
has been designated by the shipper. 


Title to Goods Sold 

From Canada comes a question as to 
the meaning of the term c.i.f., as used in 
the export trade: 

“A Canadian shipper had a claim from 
his buyer on quality of flour delivered 
under c.i.f. contract. The goods were all 
right when they left mill, but owing to 
very long delay on seaboard were out 
of condition when received. Whose is 
the loss, if any? 

“Please observe that there is no ques- 
tion as to the soundness of the goods on 
date of shipment, and that the flour was 
damaged by nothing that happened to it 
in transit.” 

From the judicial authorities, I de- 
duce an opinion that the loss is that of 
the person who had legal title to the 
flour when it went out of condition. 

If it was mutually understood that 
title was to pass only on actual delivery 
to the buyer abroad, the burden of the 
delay at the seaboard, and resulting de- 
terioration of the flour, legally falls on 


the mill. The same is true if it was 
mutually understood that title was not 
to pass to the buyer until stowing of the 
flour on a vessel, ready to go forward. 
But, if the flour was mutually intended 
to become the buyer’s property when 
loaded on cars at the mill, the mill is 
exonerated from liability. 

The question as to when and where 
title passed is governed by the following 
rules of law applicable both in this coun- 
try and England: 

Any express agreement between the 
parties as to when and where title should 
pass is, of course, controlling. 

If there is nothing at all from which 
the mutual understanding can be in- 
ferred, title passed when the flour was 
loaded on cars at.the mill, in proper 
condition and properly billed. 

But a mutual understanding may be 
inferred from the circumstances under 
which the buyer came in possession of 
the bill of lading, and the fact that it 
was a cif. shipment. If the bill of 
lading ran to the buyer directly as con- 
signee, it is legally presumed that the 
parties intended title to pass at the place 
where the shipment originated, in the 
absence of express agreement to the con- 
trary. 

On the other hand, if the bill of lading 
ran to the mill’s order, and draft to 
which it was attached was not payable 
until arrival of the goods abroad, there 
is an equally strong presumption that it 
was intended that the flour was to re- 
main the mill’s property throughout 
transit. 

But if the draft was paid or payable 
before arrival of the flour, the fact that 
the bill of lading was drawn to the 
mill’s order, and that it was a c.i.f. con- 
tract, does not make the mill liable for 
loss occurring after the buyer became 
owner of the flour by taking up the draft 
and shipping documents. In such case 
the burden would be on the buyer to 
show that the loss occurred before the 
bill of lading was taken up. 

These conclusions are supported by 
the decision of the Washington supreme 
court in the case of Collignon & Co. vs. 
Hammond Milling Co. 

In the cited case, the mill sold plain- 
tiffs 2,244 bags of wheat for shipment 
from Seattle at a price “c.i.f. Manza- 
nillo,” Mexico. The shipment was dam- 
aged by sea water in transit, and plain- 
tiffs based their suit on that occurrence. 
But, as will be hereinafter noted, this 
fact does not distinguish the legal prin- 
ciples involved in the case presented here. 

The bill of lading was issued to the 
mill’s order, but was taken up by the 
plaintiffs eight days before the wheat ar- 
rived at Manzanillo. 

In sustaining a judgment in the mill’s 
favor, the supreme court decided that 
title passed to plaintiffs when they took 
up the bill of lading, and that they had 
not met the burden on them to show that 
the damage occurred before that time. 
The higher court said: 

“There is nothing in a c.i.f. sale dif- 
ferentiating it from other sales, so far 
as the question under consideration is 
concerned. The distinguishing feature 
of such a sale is that the contract price 
includes the costs of insurance and the 


freight to destination in addition to the 
invoice cost of the goods. An offer and 
acceptance on that basis, therefore, does 
not, more than in other sales, determine 
as between the buyer and seller when or 
where the title to the goods passes from 
buyer to seller. That depends upon the 
intention of the parties, to be determined 
as in other cases.” 

The court rested its decision in the 
mill’s favor on the established rules, ap- 
plicable in England as well as the United 
States, as shown by authority cited by 
the court, that, although, in the absence 
of other pertinent evidence, the fact that 
a shipping seller has taken bill of lading 
to his own order will establish his reten- 
tion of title until arrival of the goods at 
their destination, this is not true when 
it appears that an order bill of lading 
was taken merely as a means of secur- 
ing collection of the price from the 
buyer, and that it passed to the buyer 
by payment of draft attached thereto, 
before arrival of the shipment. 

It thus appears that the “c.i.f.” char- 


acter of a contract has no bearing on~ 


the passing of title when the circum- 
stances under which bill of lading cov- 
ering the goods was drawn and trans- 
ferred to the buyer are shown. But I 
understand, from the judicial authorities, 
that where there is nothing else bearing 
on the question of the parties’ intention 
as to where title should pass to the buy- 
er, there being no proof concerning bill 
of lading to aid in arriving at a decision, 
as in the Washington case, an agree- 
ment for a sale “c.i.f.” a point abroad 
will be construed as showing an inten- 
tion that title was to remain in the seller 
until arrival of the shipment at that 
point, the same as a contract that mere- 
ly requires the seller to pay the freight. 

“Ordinarily, when goods are to be 
shipped by the seller and at his expense, 
to the place of business of the buyer, 
such place is the place of delivery; but 
the prepayment of freight by the seller 
does not conclusively establish that the 
place of delivery is the buyer’s place of 
business. 

“Similarly, if the agreement is to sell 
goods ‘f.0.b.’ at-a designated place, such 
place will ordinarily. be regarded as the 
place of delivery; but the effect of the 
“f.o.b’ depends on the connection in which 
it is used, and if used in connection with 
the words fixing the price only, it will 
not be construed as fixing the place of 
delivery.” (35 Cyc. 174, 175.) . 


Sales by Telegraph 

A decision of the Kansas supreme 
court has a very important bearing on 
the making of contracts of sale by tele- 
graph, the opinion having been handed 
down the other day in the case of Cargill 
Commission Co. vs. Mowery. 

June 29, 1915, defendant, as the Hutch- 
inson Grain Co., exchanged severai code 
telegrams with plaintiff. Defendant’s 
offer to sell wheat closed with the mes- 
sage: “Book the 30,000 to 35,000 bus No. 
3 hard wheat $1.31 Minneapolis; wire if 
booked.” Plaintiff replied: “We «book 
30,000 to 35,000 No. 3 hard wheat $1.31, 
basis Minneapolis, five days’ shipment.” 
The same day, defendant sent plaintiff a 
letter confirming sale of 3,000 to 3,500 
bus, and plaintiff sent one confirming for 
30,000 to 35,000 bus. 

Plaintiff received defendant’s letter 
July 1, and wired attention to the fact 
that the code words used by defendant 
called for the greater quantity of wheat. 
Defendant replied that error was made 
in selecting the words. In the meantime, 
plaintiff had contracted for resale of 
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30,000 to 35,000 bus, and notified defend- 
ant that he would be looked to for deliv- 
ery of that quantity, He delivered in 
accordance with his intention to sell 3,000 
to 3,500 bus, but resisted suit to recover 
damages for his refusal to ship more. 
The trial resulted in defendant’s favor, 
but the supreme court has reversed the 
decision, awarding judgment in favor of 
plaintiff. ; 

The higher court holds that a binding 
contract of sale of 30,000 to 35,000 bus 
was made by the telegrams exchanged 
June 29, and that, since plaintiff was not 
advised of defendant’s mistake in the 
selection of code words until after 
plaintiff had contracted a resale on the 
faith of defendant’s accepted offer, de- 
fendant must bear the loss resulting from 
his own mistake. 

But the decision does recognize the 
point that, where a letter confirming 
telegraphic negotiations apprises the ad- 
dressee that a mistake has been made in 
the telegrams, before he has assumed any 
obligations on the strength of the agree- 
ment, the mistake may be corrected. 

The court refused to give effect to an 
asserted custom of the grain trade where- 
by the letters of confirmation, and not 
the telegrams, should be treated as form- 
ing the contract, on the ground that, 
where telegraphic negotiations show on 
their face a complete contract of ‘sale, 
this legal effect cannot be contradicted by 
trade usage. “The very fact,” says the 
opinion, “that, knowing the usages and 
exigencies of the grain business, the par- 
ties made and accepted the offer by wire, 
indicates an intention to act quickly and 
not a purpose to await the slow course of 
the mails to determine what, if anything 
their telegraphic communications had 
meant.” 

Defendant argued that plaintiff's ac- 
ceptance of from 3,000 to 3,500 bus, after 
being advised that defendant had in- 
tended to sell that amount only, conclud- 
ed plaintiff against claiming further de- 
livery, but the supreme court finds that 
plaintiff was entitled to accept all deliv- 
ery tendered as partial performance only. 

One point was decided against plaintiff, 
however, on the question of damages. 
Plaintiff offered proof of a grain trade 
custom under which it was entitled, on 
defendant’s breach of contract, to buy 
elsewhere either the minimum or the 
maximum amount of grain called for by 
the broken contract, and hold the default- 
ing seller for the excess of the cost above 
the contract price. The court rules 
against this point on the ground that a 
contract to sell “30,000 to 35,000 bus” so 
clearly gives the seller an option to refuse 
to deliver more than 30,000 bus that his 
liability cannot be extended beyond that 
quantity by applying a conflicting trade 
custom. 

The decision recognizes the validity of 
trade customs and usages to explain un- 
certainty or ambiguity in a contract, but 
not to contradict a plainly expressed 
agreement. 


Remedies Against Buyer’s Breach 

A mill, referring to an article in The 
Northwestern Miller on “Grain and Mill- 
ing Trade Customs” (Jan. 31, 1917, p. 
317), asks particulars concerning the 
cited decision of the Georgia supreme 
court in the case of Maddox vs. Wash- 
burn-Crosby Co. 

As shown by the official report of the 
decision (135 Georgia Reports, 539, 69 
Southeastern Reporter, 821), the court 
states in the first headnote: 

“If a purchaser refuses to take and 
pay for goods bought, the seller may re- 
tain them and recover the difference be- 
tween the contract price and the market 
price at the time and place for delivery; 
or, he may sell the property, acting for 
the purpose as agent for the vendee, and 
recover the difference between the con- 
tract price and the price on resale; or, he 
may store or retain the property for the 
vendee and sue him for the entire price.” 

It seems that the decision was rendered 
on an issue as to the sufficiency of the 
allegations of plaintiffs petition to re- 
cover damages for breach of defendant’s 
contract to buy certain flour. The mill 
was the plaintiff, and not the defendant, 
as might be inferred from the title of the 
appeal; the appellant’s name appearing 
first under Georgia appeals. The nature 
of the suit and the points decided by the 
supreme court appears as follows in the 
opinion of the court: 





“The suit was for a breach of contract 
on the part of the purchaser of flour to 
seceive it. Having the right to elect any 
one of the three remedies stated in the 
first headnote, the seller elected to pro- 
ceed for the difference between the con- 
tract price and the market price at the 
time and place for delivery. Civil 
Code, sec. 3551. In addition, it sought to 
recover certain storage charges. 

“If the basis of the recovery sought 
was an amount chargeable against the 
purchaser under a custom of the trade so 
universal as to enter into the contract 
and amount to a promise by a purchaser 
of flour to pay storage in addition to pur- 
chase price, the allegations were insuffi- 
cient. They did not show that it was the 
universal custom of the trade that the 
purchaser should pay storage charges un- 
tit he should give shipping orders. 

“It was alleged that ‘Said defendant 
became liable for said carrying charge.’ 
But this was not such an allegation of a 
custom for him to pay the charge as to 
impliedly enter into the contract, and 
render him liable by virtue thereof. But 
the allegations were sufficient to set up a 
usual and necessary charge incurred by 
one of the parties in carrying out the 
contract, and known to be proper by both. 
Civil Code, sec. 3806.” 

Judgment in the mill’s favor was af- 
firmed, 





Various Recent Decisions 

The claim of the James Frazee Milling 
Co., Baidwinsville, N. Y., against the 
state of New York for $100,000 damages, 
demanded on account of interference 
with the company’s private switch con- 
nections with a railroad company, in the 
construction of the new state Barge 
Canal, has been disallowed by the appel- 
late division of the supreme court of the 
state. 

In 1886, James Frazee, miller, granted 
the railroad company the-right to con- 
struct a spur track across his land to 
serve his mill exclusively. Later, a simi- 
lar contract was entered into for a period 
of five years. In the meantime, Fr 
and his successor, claimant company, en- 
joyed the use of the track in the move- 
ment of freight to and from the mill on 
the north side of the Seneca River to the 
railroad’s main tracks on the south side of 
the stream, until the connection was bi- 
sected by the canal. 

The court disallows the claim because 
it appears that the mill had acquired no 
permanent right to maintenance of the 
spur track; the first arrangement with 
the railroad company having been a mere 
revocable license, and the second having 
ceased to become enforceable by reason 
of lapse of more than the five years dur- 
ing which the contract was to be binding. 


VALIDITY OF CONTRACT 


A decision of the United States district 
court, southern district of California, 
handed down lately in the case of T. W. 
Jenkins & Co. vs. Anaheim Sugar Co., 
although announced in a case involving a 
contract for a sale of sugar, is of equal 
binding effect in the case of an agree- 
ment to sell flour or any other commodity 
intended for resale. 

The court holds that an agreement 
made in June by a manufacturer of 
sugar to sell all of a wholesale grocery’s 
“August requirements” of sugar at a 
fixed price was unenforceable against the 
manufacturer for want of mutuality of 
obligation, in that the wholesale house 
was not obligated to buy any —— of 
sugar, although the agreement did bind 
the house to take its “requirements” for 
the month in question. 

It — that the market price of 
sugar advanced $3.10 the bag between the 
making of the contract and the agreed 
time for delivery, and that the buyer was 
required to pay that advance in buying 
4,200 bags to make up its requirements, 
after defendant delivered 600 bags only. 

The point made by the court is that 
plaintiff buyer’s “requirements” depend- 
ed upon the uncertain contingency as to 
how much sugar could be resold at a 
profit, and that since there was nothing 
to bind the plaintiff to receive any quan- 
tity there was nothing to bind the manu- 
facturer to sell. The court distinguishes 
the case from instances in which courts 
have frequently decided that an agree- 
ment by a manufacturer to buy all his 
requirements of fuel or other supplies 
used in carrying on an established busi- 
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ness, for a given period, is enforceable, 
by observing that in such cases there is a 
more or less stable demand for such 
supplies, unaffected by fluctuating mar- 
ket prices. 

PROSECUTING CONCURRENT PROCEEDINGS 

The general rule of law that, where 
two suits are pending between the same 
parties on the same subject-matter, de- 
fendant is entitled to. have the later one 
abated, has just been distinguished by 
the Washington supreme court from the 
right of a judgment plaintiff to a 
concurrent proceedings to collect the 
judgment. 

Plaintiff obtained judgment in King 
County against the Garden City Milling 
Co., which had previously transferred its 
assets to the shady Brook Milling Co. 
Afterwards, plaintiff brought suit in 
Walla Walla County against the last- 
named company to compel it to apply 
enough of the Tacatenet assets to satis- 
fy the judgment. 

While the Walla Walla County suit was 
pending, plaintiff instituted garnishment 
proceedings in King County under the 
same judgment against the Garden City 
company. The other company, having 
been brought in as claimant of the gar- 
nished funds under its assignment from 
the Garden City company, asserted that 
the pendency of the Walla Walla County 
suit was a bar to the garnishment pro- 
ceedings, but the supreme court decided 
the contrary, 

That court holds that, where a judg- 
ment has been obtained against a debtor, 
the creditor may at the same time pursue 
all available remedies to enforce payment 
of the judgment. Fairbanks vs. Shady 
Brook Milling Co. 


STOCKHOLDER AS AN “EMPLOYEE” 


That one sustaining injury in the course 
of manual labor done for a milling or 
grain company is entitled to an award 
under the workmen’s compensation acts, 
although he is an officer and principal 
stockholder of the company, is shown by 
the decision of the appellate division of 
the New York supreme court in the re- 
cent case of Bowne vs. S. W. Bowne Co. 

Claimant owned 560 shares in defend- 
ant company, which was capitalized at 
800 shares, and was its president at a 
salary of $70 weekly; the company being 
engaged in dealing in grain, feed, etc., 
and in manufacturing corn and oat 
products. While assisting in moying 
boards in the company’s plant, claimant’s 
foot slipped into a screw conveyor and 
was so injured as to necessitate amputa- 
tion at the knee. Asserting that his in- 
juries were received in the capacity of a 
mere employee of the company, he 
claimed an award under the New York 
compensation act, and the court has af- 
firmed an award in his favor on that 
theory, although he was the company’s 
principal stockholder, his stock having 
yielded $30,000 in the year preceding the 
accident, and although he was the corpo- 
ration’s principal officer. 

The opinion states that not-every presi- 
dent of a corporation is to be regarded as 
an employee in this sense, but that one 
person may have the dual capacity of 
corporate officer and employee where he 
performs functions of both. The court 
observes that “the president of the New 
York Central Railroad would not be ex- 
pected to help unload lumber, or help 
operate the trains,” but that in the case 
of comparatively small business enter- 
prises one person may, as occasion re- 
quires, fill the distinct réles of manager 
and mere employee. 


OVERFLOW OF MILL PROPERTY 


The Ephraim.(Utah) Milling & Eleva- 
tor Co. has secured affirmance by the 
supreme court of the state of a judgment 
for $500 against the town, on account of 
injury done to the company’s flour, grain 
and mill machinery through obstruction 
of a stream. 

To better secure an adequate water 
supply, the city of Ephraim constructed 
a divider in a creek to divert surplus flow 
of the stream in times of high water, but 
it appears that the work resulted in ob- 
struction of the natural flow of the 
channel and in accumulation of rock and 
other substances which clogged the 
stream, thereby casting overflow back 
upon plaintiffs mill. 

Under these circumstances, the supreme 
court declares that the city became liable 
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for all damages traceable by the compan 
to such obstruction of the flow of th: 
creek, . 
“UNAUTHORIZED SIGHT DRAFTS 

One who has agreed to buy goods to lx 
shipped to him is entitled to cancel the 
contract where, although credit has been 
extended under the terms of sale, the sell 
er attaches the bill of lading to draft 0, 
the buyer and insists upon its payment 
according to the holding of the Marylan: 


court of appeals in the case of H Hil! 
Canning Co. vs. Roberts Bros. ‘ 
Plaintiff agreed to sell to-de 


fendant at an agreed price, “cash less 11 
per cent 10 days,” but attached the bil 
of lading to a draft for the price less th 


- discount, payable 10 days after sight 


Defendant refused to accept the draf' 
because it did not conform to the term 
of sale, and when plaintiff insisted tha 
the draft be accepted, defendant gay. 
notice of its rescission of the contract. 
Plaintiff sued as for breach of the con 
tract to receive the goods, but the cour: 
of appeals has affirmed a judgment o 
the trial court upholding defendant’ 
right to cancel. It is held that defendan 
had the option to either pay within 1 
days of delivery, taking a 11% per cen 
discount, or to defer payment, losing th: 
di--eunt, and that plaintiff’s insistenc. 
upon a right to compel acceptance of 
10-day draft before defendant could ob 
tain the bill of lading was such repudia 
tion of the agreed terms of sale as en 
titled defendant to rescind. The opinio: 
intimates, however, that had _plainti/ 
promptly waived its demand for accep‘ 
ance of the draft, defendant buyer woul: 
not have been released from the contrac’ 


DELIVERY OF GOODS SOLD 


In the case of Robbins vs. Brazil Syn 
dicate R. & B. Co., the appellate cour! 
of Indiana applies the following rules of 
law bearing on the right of a seller to 
recover the price of goods shipped to the 
buyer but not actually received by him a 
the destination: ’ 

In the absence of any arrangement or 
agreement to the contrary, delivery of the 
goods by the seller to a carrier, proper!) 
consigned to the buyer, passes title to the 
latter, rendering him liable for the pur- 
chase price. This rule does not apply 
where the seller has expressly agreed to 
deliver atthe destination, or where thai 
agreement is implied from the surround- 
ing facts or circumstances or an estal) 
lished course of dealing, but the rule is 
not changed by a mere right of inspec- 
tion to ascertain whether the goods deli, 
ered are, in fact, such as were purchased. 
If on inspection the goods are not found 
to be such as were purchased, that fact 
may authorize a rescission of the co: 
tract of sale. 


INJURY TO ELEVATOR EMPLOYEE 


The Texas court of civil appeals has . 
affirmed judgment for $4,500 in favor o! 
plaintiff in the case of Scharnberg \ 
Marshall Mill & Elevator Co., for injuries 
sustained by him in falling down a shaf! 
when struck by an elevator bucket whi! 
he was engaged in making repairs at tl. 
top of a shaft, standing on a narrow jois' 

The defendant is found to have bee: 
negligent, through its superintenden', 
who, by the way, was named Wheat, i 
directing plaintiff to do his work in 
dangerous manner. 

One of the principal points urged 01 
the defendant’s appeal was that the awar:! 
of $4,500 was excessive, but the court 0! 
civil appeals holds that this was not s°. 
considering the fact that plaintiff's ar. 
was broken and his fingers permanent 
stiffened, and that he sustained severe i) 
jury to his head and shoulders. 


CARRIERS’ LIABILITY 


Denying the right of a shipper to r 
cover against an initial carrier the valu 
of an order shipment after the shipper 
customer had refused to accept delive: 
and the goods were sold by the termin 
carrier for storage charges, the appellai 
division of the New York supreme cou: 
holds in the late suit of Dodge & De: 
Mfg. Co. vs. Pennsylvania Railroad C: 
that return of the draft and bill of la: 
ing to the shipper was sufficient notice 0' 
non-delivery of the goods to the cu 
tomer; that pursuant to the terms of th 
bill of lading the carriers’ liability «; 
carriers was terminated by failure of tl 
consignee to remove the freight within 4% 

(Continued on page 648.) 
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SF) Mills, “that the Almighs) has some 
4 might) good ideas about all the jobs 


Wheat prices an’ so on an’ feelin’ pretty im- 
portant; an’ I jes’ looked ‘em over an’ over, 

an’ danged ef I could pick one from the lot that 
“I'd be willin’ to say right out Would make a suc- 
«. cess of runnin’ the Fish River Roller Mills.” 


‘>= “Seems to me,” said Old Dad 
Fetchit, of the Fish River Roller 


in the world an’ all the men to work 
at them. A few years back, when 
I was up to the cit) last time, I jes’ 
sort of sized up the fellers around 
the board of trade, busy makin’ 















“RUNNING CONTRACTS” CALLED IN 


Recently there appeared in these col- 
sins a somewhat vigorous criticism of a 
form of flour purchase contract used by 
ithe Navy Department in which the de- 
partment reserved the right to order as 
much or as little flour as it wanted with- 
in a specified period, “the Government 
not being obligated to order any specific 
quantity.” The contract was described 
is asinine and the unlimited quantity 
clause, somewhat unkindly perhaps, re- 
ferred to as a joker. 

In reply to this comment a communica- 
tion has just been received from Paymas- 
ter-General Samuel McGowan, of the 
Navy Department, which is here printed: 


“Editor Northwestern Miller, 

“Sir: A marked copy of a recent issue 
of The Weekly Northwestern Miller has 
been received here. ‘In general, the ex- 
ceptions you take to the form of adver- 
‘isement adopted in this particular case 
are certainly well founded. However, it 
appears that some of the suggestions you 
make are neither reasonable nor war- 
ranted, 

“Just how the ‘running contract’ condi- 
tion originally got into the schedules cov- 
ering the purchase of flour for the West 
Coast is not certain. Of course, with the 
thousands of requisitions which are re- 
ceived here from navy yards, it is impos- 
sible, with the force allowed, to have a 
responsible official personally check over 
every item. There is a standing order in 
the office, ‘however, that no contract shall 
be made embodying the running contract 
conditions unless the matter is brought in 
idvance specifically to the attention of 
the officer in charge of the Purchase Divi- 
ion. The plain instructions were not 
followed in this case. 

“There are some materials that are 
purchased ordinarily in the trade on the 
basis of the customer’s requirements for 

fixed period. 

“These, briefly, are the facts in the 
case, and if the matter had been men- 

oned by you in correspondence, exactly 
the same action would have-been taken as 
has been taken now. You may rest as- 
sured that such a clause will not again 
be in such a contract. 

‘As a matter of fact, you undoubtedly 
kuow that no such reasons existed for the 
inclusion of this clause in the contract as 
your article states and, for that reason, 
no answer thereto appears necessary. 

“With regard to the Navy method of 
buying flour, I am attaching a copy of 
the Standard Specifications, and invite 
particular attention to paragraphs 7 and 
8. Millers who are familiar with this 
method of buying flour say that it is the 
fairest method in force in the United 
States; and, if there is any other govern- 
ment department which has adopted a 
method which appears better to you, or 
‘o anybody else who has discussed the 
inatter with you, will you kindly point 
vut specifically the point wherein the im- 
provement can be made? 


“It is particularly regretted here that 
any American publication should feel free 
to criticize any one, and ae a 
branch of the government, without finding 
out all of the facts before making the 
criticism. The Navy will welcome at any 
time any fair constructive criticism, and 
will be glad to have any help you may 
offer at any time in connection with its 
purchases. : 

“Respectfully, 
“McGowan, 
“Paymaster-General of the Navy.” 


It is perhaps fair to pardon Paymaster 
McGowan’s defense of the Navy’s buying 
methods. The Northwestern Miller nev- 
ertheless submits that, while in the final 
paragraph of his letter he expresses re- 
gret that criticism should be expressed 
without a full finding of facts, the letter 
itself in its opening paragraphs admits 
the truth of the only direct charge made. 

The main point is that the objection- 
able clause, so wholly inapplicable to the 
purchase of flour, is called in. Perhaps 
the same thing might have been accom- 
plished, as Paymaster McGowan suggests, 
by a direct communication pointing out 
the specific objection; but it is the ob- 
servation of The Northwestern Miller 
that such privately expressed criticisms 
too often do not reach the responsible 
authority. 

Paymaster McGowan’s letter displays a 
commendable spirit in inviting construc- 
tive criticism of the department’s flour- 
purchasing methods. He directs special 
attention to the elastic price system of 
buying covered in certain cited para- 
graphs in the specifications schedule. 
This method provides for bids upon the 
basis of the wheat market, the flour to 
be invoiced at time shipment is ordered, 
with regard for the interim advance or 
decline in the price of wheat, as measured 
at Minneapolis or Kansas City terminal. 

So far as The Northwestern Miller can 
see, this method is sound and fair alike 
to the government and to the miller dis- 
posed to bid on Navy Department con- 
tracts. As an important detail, however, 
it appears that the elastic price scale 
should be based upon the cost of two and 
a quarter bushels of wheat per hundred 
pounds of flour instead of the two bushels 
used as a basis in the specifications; at 
least two and a quarter bushels of wheat 
are required for making that amount of 
flour. 

In substance, and without too much 
discussion of detail, the soundest method 
of government buying is that which most 
closely approaches ordinary trade custom. 
It is a widespread impression among mill- 
ers that bidding on government contracts 
is not only a thankless but a dangerous 
piece of business. They fear the red tape, 
the arbitrary and petty requirements, the 
departures from normal custom and prac- 
tice which,.rightly or wrongly, they have 
long associated with business with the 
government. 

This is the only suggestion that The 


Northwestern Miller has, and the only one 
that any member of the industry could 
make. Purchasing officials of the govern- 
ment will find that the more nearly they 
approximate commercial custom in their 
specifications and methods, the larger will 
be the number of bidders and the better 
value will the government receive. Gov- 
ernment contracts should have a definite 
and dignified standing as a clean-cut and 
desirable, if not particularly profitable, 
kind of business. In every effort which 
any department makes toward this end, 
The Northwestern Miller pledges its 
earnest co-operation. 


THE BROKER SPECULATOR 

A correspondent of The Northwestern 
Miller writes that, in its criticism of the 
irresponsible broker who speculates by 
buying flour for his own account, it has 
entirely overlooked the essential fact that 
the miller who sells the flour is the orig- 
inal sinner. But for the miller’s action 
in taking the other end of the gambling 
broker’s market betting, he says, the 
practice could not exist, and the trade 
would not be carrying its present burden 
of irresponsible and untrustworthy shoe- 
string customers. 

This is, of course, true. The whole 
great horde of mill agents, brokers, “dis- 
tributing” companies and the like who 
are now preying upon the milling in- 
dustry are creations of the millers them- 
selves. They live solely through the 
weakness and flaccidity of millers in 
their willingness to take a chance. This 
does not mean that there is a distinct 
class of such easy-going millers, but that 
hardly any miller is wholly immune, and 
that all, or almost all, are contributors 
to the trouble. 

Broadly, the broker has no business 
buying for his own account, and the 
miller has no business entering into such 
sales. He has based the connection with 
the broker upon his standing as a broker. 
When direct business is entered into, en- 
tirely new factors present themselves, 
principal among which is the primary 
one of financial position. Many a good 
and trustworthy broker has been ruined 
by his principal’s permitting him to buy 
and sell on his own account, ruined not 
only in his brokerage capacity, but also 
financially and in.his trade reputation. 

Just now the trade is fult of men who, 
in the past year or two, have come to 
despise their former activities as trav- 
elling salesmen or brokers, and are now 
engaged as “distributing” companies or 
“jobbers,” engaged principally in efforts 
to guess the market and to have as much 
flour as possible bought before antici- 
pated price upturns. Their capital com- 
prises nothing but, in some cases, a fair 
record as salesmen and, in all cases, 
an impressive letterhead. Equipped with 
the latter and, adventitiously, the former, 
they have little or no trouble in buying 
flour in whatever quantity their fancy 
suggests, 

It is, perhaps, satisfying to abuse the 
pirates and crooks, and The Northwest- 
ern Miller- receives many echoes of the 
joy which millers take in reading the 
condemnations which from time to time 
have appeared in these columns. Both 
of these are well in their way, but, after 
all, the trade pirates are the creations of 
the millers themselves, for without some 
miller to sell to him, the buyer with a 
financial shoe string and the _ broker- 
buyer who simply takes a flyer at the 
miller’s expense could not exist. His 
sole source of financial nourishment is 
the miller who regards an order as a 
greater thing than the stability of the 
name attached to the order, or the miller 
who departs from his good sense only 
now and then, but often enough to con- 
tribute his share to giving aid and com- 
fort to trade piracy. 

If millers would, one and all, lay down 
the rule that a broker, being a broker, 
must confine his activities to broking, and 
that on no account is he to be considered 
a buyer, much would be accomplished in 
freeing the trade from a danger and a 
source of loss that constantly grows 
greater. The gambling commission man 
is not the cause of millers’ losses so much 
as he is the result of their frailties. It 
profits little to abuse him so long as 
there are millers to set him up in busi- 
ness, to court him, to trade with him, to 
lose through him and, finally, to revile 
him. 
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A FLOUR FAMINE 

At railway conferences last week fre- 
quent use was made of the phrase “a flour 
famine,” in connection with the possibility 
that the congested condition of transpor- 
tation may result in a reduction of normal 
supplies of flour in eastern states; The 
Northwestern Miller also felt justified in 
the use of the same somewhat startling 
phrase in referring to the same subject. 

While the word “famine” is to some de- 
gree applicable to a condition which may 
actually be created in the East unless 
relief shortly comes from the distressing 
traffic condition, it should not for a mo- 
ment be assumed that any real famine, 
using the word in its true sense, is pos- 
sible anywhere in the United States. Such 
a situation is unthinkable. Shortage there 
may be, in truth is very likely to be, but 
famine, in the meaning which the dread 
word first conveys to the mind, can never 
exist in this country,—not at least in the 
life of the present generation. 

There is, nevertheless, plenty to think 
about in the present unprecedented situa- 
tion. For many years we have been ac- 
customed to hear of famine, even of 
starvation, in certain parts of, for in- 
stance, Russia, while other parts of that 
vast empire had enough and to spare. 
This situation has, when applied to Rus- 
sia, been taken for granted. In the past 
two years we have heard similar reports 
from other nations of war-bound Europe. 
Always, it was explained, the condition 
arose from difficulties of distribution and 
insufficient facilities for transportation. 

Such situations always have seemed far 
away and never to be associated with 
America, with its overflowing stores of 
foodstuffs. Yet, just now, though pos- 
sessed of the most marvelously developed 
means of transportation in the world, we 
find ourselves using, in an exceedingly 
loose sense, of course, the terrible word 
“famine” as descriptive of a situation 
which the inefficiency of that very trans- ~ 
portation system actually may create. 

But a few months, even weeks, ago the 
newspapers were filled with demands for 
prohibition of the exportation of bread- 
stuffs lest our own people later on find 
supplies insufficient; silly and excitable 
congressmen seriously proposed an act of 
embargo for the conservation of food. 
Today, the railways are so choked with 
such supplies that their facilities have all 
but broken down, and thé consumer is 
threatened, not with shortage because of 
lack of food, but because there is such a 
supply that transportation is unable to 
carry the great load. 

Today’s problem is not to prevent food 
from leaving the country, but to discover 
means for moving those supplies, and not 
over the seas, with their mines and hid- 
den dangers, but along the perfectly se- 
cure inland arteries of transportation. 
We still have the surplus; the world de- 
mands it and-is willing to pay a great 
price for it; but the very abundance of 
our production, the almost incompre- 
hensible immensity of our wealth, in 
themselves limit our ability to sell what 
we have to sell and to give what we have 
to give. 

In such a situation, the talk of famine 
seems to the last extremity incongruous, 
even though the word be used as descrip- 
tive of a condition hardly more serious 
than a transient shortage; for shortage is, 
in the nature of things, the worst that 
New York or New England, or any other 
part of the East, may be called upon to 
face, even should railway conditions grow 
worse instead of, as is now to be hoped, 
better. 

It is, nevertheless, the plain duty of the 
railroads, in the present situation, to give 
first attention to the movement of essen- 
tial foodstuffs, to hasten as much as pos- 
sible the return of idle cars from eastern 
territory, to dispatch them reloaded to 
new eastern destinations, and to see that, 
under the worst conditions, nothing per- 
mitting the loosest possible use of the 
word “famine” may occur in any part of 
this country. 

At any cost, including that of passen- 
ger travel if necessary, the perfect com- 
mercial liquidity of breadstuffs must be 
maintained. The duty of the carriers in 
this respect is, considering the present 
very high cost of living and the nerve- 
wrought condition of the people, hardly 
secondary to the services which the rail- 
ways would be called upon to render in 
time of war. 
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FOOD COST INVESTIGATION 


Trade Commission Asks for $400,000 to 
Finance Thorough Inquiry—Meat Prices 
Particularly Emphasized 


Wasuinoton, D. C., Feb. 17.—The 
Federal Trade Commission has been un- 
usually active this week, making prelimi- 
nary plans for the inquiry into the cost 
of food asked by the President a week 
ago. That the inquiry will be far-reach- 
ing is evidenced by the fact that late 
this week the commission asked Congress 
for a special appropriation of $400,000 
with which to carry on the work. Offi- 
cials of the commission have been in con- 
sultation with the Department of Agri- 
culture to map out preliminary plans for 
the investigation. 

The President, in his letter to the com- 
mission, emphasized the importance of an 
adequate food supply, and pointed out 
that, while our domestic supply as a 
whole has steadily expanded and kept 
pace with increasing population, this is 
not true of a large number of important 
staple products, including meats and cer- 
tain cereals. 

“While the population of the nation 
has increased 26,000,000 since 1900,” he 
said, “the production of the two leading 
cereals, corn and wheat, while tending to 
increase, has shown only a slight ad- 
vance.” Continuing, the President said: 
“Much can be done, and is being done, 
to change this situation, through im- 
proved methods of production and 
through the control and eradication of 
plant and animal diseases. But there 
are problems of distribution, and, in 
some respects, the problems presented in 
this field are the more difficult.” 

The President says that it is not clear 
just what the nature of the difficulty is, 
or what measures should be taken to 
effect improvements. He alludes to the 
fact that statements have been made to 
‘ committees in Congress and elsewhere 
that the course of trade in important 
food products is not free, but is restrict- 
ed and controlled by artificial and illegal 
means. 

“It is of the highest public concern to 
ascertain the truth or falsity of these 
allegations,” he says. “No business can 
be transacted effectively in an atmosphere 
of suspicion. If the allegations are well 
grounded, it is necessary that the nature 
and extent of the evils and abuses be 
accurately determined, so that proper 
remedies, legislative or administrative, 
may be applied. If they are not true, it 
is equally essential that the public be 
informed, so that unrest and dissatisfac- 
tion may be allayed.” 

A cepy of the letter was addressed to 
the Secretary of Agriculture, with direc- 
tions that his department co-operate with 
the commission in the investigation. One 
of the first joint steps taken was to make 
an estimate of the expense, which result- 
ed in the request for an appropriation of 
$400,000. Already the commission is in 
receipt of many letters offering testi- 
mony, and similar letters are going to the 
Secretary of Agriculture. 


MR. RAINEY’S SUGGESTION 


Among the communications addressed 
to Secretary Houston is one from Con- 
gressman Rainey, in which he suggests 
“that you investigate the present high 
price of bread in connection with the 
concerted effort in the country to in- 
crease the price of bread.” 

Mr. Rainey, in his letter, says the 
movement began at the Salt Lake City 
convention of the National. Master Bak- 
ers’ Association, “at which time it was 
determined that there should be a nation- 
wide movement to increase the price of 
that article of food, accompanied by a 
publicity campaign to be undertaken for 
the purpose of educating people as to the 
necessity, from the baker’s standpoint, 
of increasing the price of bread.” 

Mr. Rainey, of course, suggests the 
removal of the tax on mixed flour, which, 
he says, would make it possible to place 
on the market a bread flour much cheap- 
er than pure wheat flour and just as 
wholesome. Mr. Rainey offers to turn 
over to the commission certain circular 
letters sent out by the Master Bakers’ 
Association bearing on the subject of the 
price of bread. 


While the cereals are mentioned in de- 
tail in the President’s letter, chief atten- 





tion is given to the price of meats, and 
it is believed that the first work of the 
commission will be devoted to meat 
prices, although, as at present outlined, 
the survey will be comprehensive and 
embrace all food products. 

Ricuarp B. Warrovs. 





Flour Wanted for Africa 

InprANAPOLIS, Inv., Feb. 17.—A letter 
recently received by the Acme-Evans Co. 
from a flour mill in Lisbon, Portugal, 
indicates that new territory is being 
opened in South America and South 
Africa to millers here. This strongly 
suggests that these countries cannot get 
goods from Europe, where they have 
always been liberal purchasers. 

The letter states that “It has come to 
our notice about the wheat flour of your 
firm, and we are desirous of obtaining 
large quantities.” The mill regards this 
letter as indicating that South Africa is 
in need of immediate shipments, due to 
the fact that Europe is forced to halt 
shipments of goods from its shores. 

This letter requests that a sample car- 
load of flour be shipped to Lisbon, to be 
sent forward to Portuguese colonies on the 
west coast of Africa. Money for the 
payment of this flour has already been 
deposited in an Indianapolis bank. The 
urgency of this order is reflected in the 
fact that the order from Portugal does 
not attempt to fix a price for the flour, 
the terms being left to the discretion of 
the local mill. The Acme-Evans Co. is 
not certain it can fill this order, but is 
going to attempt to do so, as it likely will 
lead to a great volume of business in 
strictly new territory. 

J. M. Pearson. 





Death of James Creighton 

~ Cuicaco, I1x., Feb. 19.—James Creigh- 
ton, for 40 years a member of the Chi- 
cago Board of Trade, and one of its 
directors for three years some time ago, 
died at his home in Chicago, Saturday, 
Feb. 17, at the age of 65. Of late Mr. 
Creighton had not been active in business 
life, owing to ill health. 

During the early history of the milling 
and grain business in Chicago he was one 
of the leading traders, and often spoke 
of handling flour from mills in the North- 
west that sold at $12@15 per bbl, and 
that carried a profit of $4@6 per bbl to 
the mills. 

C. H. CHatten. 





Sweden’s Food Control 

A press report states that the Swedish 
government is taking vigorous measures 
to regulate the food supply. Orders have 
been issued providing expropriation of 
barley, barley flour, half of all supplies 
of oats and all oatmeal and wheat grits. 
The government has forbidden the use 
of potatoes as fodder and the peeling of 
potatoes before cooking. 

The government took possession of all 
stocks of wheat and rye last December, 
so that the official decrees now cover all 
breadstuffs except corn meal and corn, 
which are expressly excluded. The daily 
bread ration probably will be reduced by 
50 grams. 


War Losses in 1916 

The war was responsible for the loss of 
1,149 vessels, with a gross tonnage of 
2,082,538, during the year 1916, according 
to figures compiled by the United States 
Bureau of Navigation. During the same 
period the merchant shipbuilding of the 
world amounted to a total of 2,505 ves- 
sels, with a gross tonnage of 1,899,943. 





California’s Barley Crop 

San Francisco, Cal., Feb. 20.—(Spe- 
cial Telegram)—Two days’ general rains 
have relieved anxiety as to barley crop 
prospects. With largely increased acre- 
age, according to H. C. Bunker, chief 
grain inspector, prospects are for yield 
of 900,000 tons, against 500,000 last year. 
Allowing 300,000 tons for seed, feed and 
malting, makes the exportable surplus 
600,000 tons. The wheat acreage is about 
the same as last year. 

W. C. Trrrany. 


Chicago and Wheat Standards 
Curicaco, Inx., Feb. 20.—(Special Tele- 
gram)—At meetings of millers and grain 
men held here yesterday and today, pre- 
liminary to the formal hearing on grain 
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standards, it was recommended that the 
moisture test on red and hard winter 
wheat be placed at a minimum of 14 per 
cent, or 1 per cent higher than the pro- 
posed government test, and that garlicky 
and musty wheat be graded as sample, 
and not higher than No. 3 even after 
being cleaned. The meeting could not 
agree on the proposition to recommend 
that the new grades be suspended until 
next year. 
C. H. Cwarten. 


. 


DOMESTIC TRADE SUMMARY 


Good Demand for Spot Flour in the East, 
with Prices Firm—Mill Sales Light— 
Millfeed Advancing 

[Special Telegrams to The Northwestern 
Miller—Quotations subject to confirmation.] 

Boston, Mass., Feb. 20.—Demand for 
flour for mill shipment slow, but good 
demand for that on spot. Resellers re- 
port a good business at full prices for 
flour on spot, or where it can be got at 
quickly. Minneapolis patent, $9.70@ 
9.75; spring country patent, $8.85@9.50; 
special short patents, $10.25@10.50,—all 
in wood. Spring first clears, in sacks, $8 
@S8.50. Kansas hard wheat patents, $8.60 
@9.25, in sacks. Soft winter patents, 
$8.85@9.50, in wood. Millfeed dull and 
nominal; no offerings, and no reliable 
quotations available. 








Louis W. DePass. 


Sr. Louis, Mo., Feb. 20.—Inquiries fair. 
Some bids received from the United 
Kingdom, but railroad congestion is re- 
stricting both domestic and foreign 
trade. Millers are holding prices firmer. 
Millfeed continues in. good demand at 
advancing prices, but business is cur- 
tailed by limited offerings. 

Peter Deruen. 


Kansas Crry, Mo., Feb. 20.—Flour de- 
mands continue quiet. Any showing of 
strength in the wheat market develops 
inquiry, but buyers are reluctant to take 
hold except at old prices. The railway 
situation is unimproved, save that it is 
perhaps a little easier to get cars. 

. R. E. Srertre. 


Batrimore, Mp., Feb. 20.—Flour held 
25e higher. Trading small, notwithstand- 
ing spot stuff getting scarce by inaction 
of railroads. Millfeed unchanged from 
Saturday. Cash wheat was bid up 8c 
today by an exporter who wanted grain 
to save demurrage on steamer waiting for 
cargo. 

Cuartes H. Dorsey. . 


Cuicaco, I1t., Feb. 20.—The wheat 
market has unsettled values of flour, and 
advanced them 15@20c bbl, mainly for 
upper grades. Spring wheat patents are 
quoted nominally at $8.20@8.60, jute. 
Southwestern 95 per cent patents, $8@ 
8.25, jute. Soft wheat patents, $8.15@ 
8.40, jute. C. H. CHaten. 


PuHiLavetpuia, Pa., Feb. 20.—There is 
a fair demand for spot flour, and prices 
are firm under light offerings. Stuff to 
arrive is finding little inquiry. Spring 
patent is quoted at $8.75@9, in wood. 
Bran strong; spring, $40.50@41. 

Samuet S. Daniets. 


Wiynivec, Man., Feb. 20.—Spring 
wheat flour advanced 30c bbl here today, 
bringing prices into line with wheat. Top 
patents now $9.30 to the trade. Feed 
unchanged. A. H. Battey. 

Bad Weather for Winter Wheat 

Sr. Louis, Mo., Feb. 20.—(Special Tel- 
egram)—There were light flurries of snow 
and hail Saturday and Sunday over Mis- 
souri and southern Illinois, but they were 
of little benefit to the growing crop. 
Colder weather, with rain or snow, is pre- 
dicted today in these sections. 

Perer Der.ien. 
Argentine Exports 

Wheat, corn, linseed and oats exports 
from Argentina, by calendar years, in thou- 
sands of bushels, as officially reported: 


Wheat Corn Linseed Oats 
i” POUR TT 46,810 36,029 12,563 25,120 
BORG. cccccces 92,172 173,223 38,658 40,898 
BOER cccodeus 36,028 139,451 33,181 24,426 
BEESs cvs ccece 103,328 189,239 40,026 61,410 
oO) eee 96,484 190,352 20,290 61,824 
a 83,896 4,928 16,369 365,259 
OO 69,142 104,727 23,812 26,699 
| Pere 92,263 89,499 34,928 29,049 
| PETE 133,441 67,390 41,658 30,360 
ROSE cc cccvsve 98,392 60,262 30,066 9,936 
BOGE. cvcvcces $2,501 106,046 21,199 3,588 

*Six months, January-June, 1916. 





February 21, 1917 


THE WEEK’S FLOUR OUTPUT 


Production of Flour at Milling Centers—Per- 
centages of Activity, of Mills Compared 
with Maximum Output 


The attached table gives the flour output 
at milling centers for the last two weeks, 
with comparisons, in bbls: Feb. 19 Feb. 209 

Feb. 17 Feb.10 1916 1915 
Minneapolis ....341,430 221,640 368,620 400,125 
Duluth-Superior 10,770 11,425 89,900 26,925 
Milwaukee . 2,400 000 11,000 13,500 











Totals ....... 354,600 233,065 419,520 440,559 
Outside mills*..121,905 ...... PEO Seeee, 

Ag’gate sprg..476,505 ...... 691,620 ..... 
St. Louis ...... 36,700 382,700 27,600 33,400 
St. Louist ..... 46,800 48,400 50,800 49,100 
Buffalo ........ 96,900 132,700 125,40. 
Rochester ..... 9,400 12,400 14,000 
Chicago ....... 23,250 24,500 21,250 
Kansas City.... 58,500 62,300 68,200 52,800 


Kansas Cityt...176,870 180,125 210,876 196,25 
Toledo 25,800 36,200 ° 30,70: 


Toledof ....... 38,025 59,895 79,450 71,69( 
Nashville** .... 79,480 81,505 64,390 91,85) 
BOARS. cccsvers 6,530 24,655 26,512 24,45: 
Tacoma ....... 7,765 8,000 22,400 23,965 


PERCENTAGES OF ACTIVITY 

The following table shows the percentages 
of activity of mills at various points. Thx 
figures represent the relation of actual week 
ly output of flour, as reported to The North 
western Miller, to possible output on full- 
time schedule, operating six days per week 
Feb. 19 Feb. 20 





Feb. 17 Feb. 10 1916 1915 
Minneapolis ...... 66 43 76 9 
Duluth-Superior .. 30 31 §111 75 
Outside mills* .... 48 24 68 6 
Average spring.. 58 37 75 80 
Milwaukee ........ 20 00 45 5: 
St. Louis ......... 73 65 70 8 
Bt. Lewis? wccccces 60 63 80 81 
Bwale ..ccccveses 61 58 80 91 
Rochester ........ 49 47 61 i 
CROOMND 6c ca eccene 80 89 93 7 
Kansas City ...... 82 87 95 7 
Kansas Cityf ..... 61 62 79 7 
Toledo 34 64 75 6 
Toledof - 40 61 68 ¢ 
Nashville** ....... 54 56 63 73 
i, EEE Te 16 60 65 51 
TACOMA coc viccvees 13 14 39 42 
Average ........ 48 50 75 75 
Minnesota-Dakotas 58 37 75 80 
Other states ...... 49 54 74 72 
Flour output for week ending Feb. 17 at 


all above points shows a decrease of 2 pe: 
cent compared with week ending Feb. 10. 

*Minnesota, Dakota and Iowa mills, out- 
side of Minneapolis and Duluth. 

tFlour made by mills outside of St. Louis 
but controlled in that city. 

tFlour made by group of Missouri River, 
Kansas and Oklahoma mills outside of Kan- 
sas City. 

{Flour made by central states mills, in- 
cluding those of Tolede. 

**Flour made by southeastern mills, in 
cluding Nashville. 

§Operating seven days. 





Better Demand for Wheat 

Cucaco, In1., Feb, 20.—(Special Tele- 
gram)—Milling and export demand for 
wheat has improved, with Belgian bid- 
ding for a cargo for April shipment, and 
British government buying. Sales, 75,000 
bus No. 2 hard from Milwaukee, at 20c 
over Chicago May, track, New York. 
Local millers are buying car lots at full 
premiums. Sales of choice No. 2 hard at 
8c over May, track, Chicago. Montana is 
offering more to arrive, at 2c, relatively, 
below previous premium. 


C. H. CHatien. 





Western Canada Crop Figures 
Wiwnirec, Man., Feb. 20.—(Specia! 
Telegram)—F. O. Fowler yesterday gave 
out the latest crop estimate of the North 
west Grain Dealers’ Association, making 
the wheat crop 210,000,000 bus, with 65,- 
000,000 bus in country elevators and 
farmers’ hands, exclusive of seed ani 

country millers’ requirements. 
A. H. Batrey. 


Crops of Western Canada 
Estimates of the wheat crop of wester 
Canada, embracing Manitoba, Alberta an 
Saskatchewan, follow (000’s omitted): 


Crop Cro} 

Acres bus Acres bus 
1916....11,872 198,968 1907 « 5,015 70,65 
1915.... ..... 426,000 1906 6,013 94,4¢ 
1914....10,952 141,576 1905. 4,019 86,81 
1913....10,631 184,550 1904 3,420 67,85 
1912....10,126 175,400 1903. 3,124 60,30 
1911.... 9,800 146,509 1902. 3,625 64,00 
1910.... 8,453 113,269 1901 ecee 68,80 
1909.... 6,922 119,744 1900 esos 17,055 
1908.... 6,056 99,312 1899. $4,830 


Yield per acre for 1916, 16.75 bus; for 191 
27.8; for 1914, 12.7; for 1913, 17; for 1912 
18.6. 





London Exchange at Minneapolis 


London exchange at Minneapolis was 
quoted as follows: 
Sight 8-day 60-da 
WOW. BO sinses $4.75% $......@4.75 $4.71? 
Feb. 15 ...... 4.75% eerre i 4.71 
POM 36 cccwes 4.75% covcee 4.76 4.71 
DA Be kaa ees 4.75% eens @A4.T5 gy 4.71 
. Se Pee 4.75% 4.75%, @4.75% 4.71 
areas 4.754 coos es @4.75% 4.71 
Three-day guilders were quoted tod 
(Feb. 20) at 40%. 
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PLANS ARE MADE FOR CAR RELIEF 





Railroads and Shippers, in Conference With Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion, Arrive at an Agreement—Cars Promised to Relieve Scarcity in East 
—Chicago Protests Alleged Discrimination in Favor of Northwest 


Wasutneoton, D. C., Feb. 17.—The visit 
of Minneapolis, Omaha, Kansas City and 
Milwaukee grain and flour men to Wash- 
ington, and the hearings accorded them 
on Tuesday and Wednesday of this week 
by the Interstate Commerce Commission 
and the Railroad Car Service Committee, 
were productive of immediate and salu- 
tary results. 

It was pointed out that millions of 
bushels of grain, and great quantities of 
flour and millfeed, awaited shipment, 
with no apparent effort being made by 
the railroads to meet the demand for 
cars. For a time the railroads represent- 
ed at the hearings seemed obdurate, and 
unwilling to admit that it would be pos- 
sible to send from east to. west daily 
trains of empty boxcars. Commissioner 
McChord, however, seemed to think it 
possible, and the weight of his influence 
probably had a good deal to do with the 
outcome of the hearing. 

This was announced Thursday evening 
as a “gentlemen’s agreement” between 
the commission and the railroads on the 
one hand, and the shippers on the other. 
This “gentlemen’s agreement” may be suf- 
ficient to afford the desired relief; but 
should it fail, it is not impossible that the 
commission might, as in the case of the 
open-top cars, issue an order defining 
rules for the return of foreign owned 
and controlled cars. 


THE PLAN OUTLINED 


Through the offices of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission the following plan, 
suggested first separately to carriers and 
shippers, was arranged for: Eight solid 
trains of flour, of 50 cars each, will be 
assembled at and moved from Minne- 
apolis weekly, two for New England 
points, two for New York City, two for 
Pittsburgh, one for Philadelphia and one 
for Buffalo. At those points, except 
New York City, the trains will be broken 
for local distribution of the cars. 

The cars for these trains will be pro- 
vided by the carriers serving Minneapolis, 
and a corresponding number of empties 
will be delivered to these lines by the 
trunk line carriers through the Chicago 
gateway. The movement of the trains 
from Minneapolis will be divided among 
the carriers having lines from that city 
to Chicago, by mutual agreement. 

The shipping interests have agreed to 
inform all shippers of the plan, and 
divide the tonnage fairly. Statements of 
the notices to shippers and division of 
the tonnage will be forwarded to the 
commission and kept on file. 

East of Chicago three of the eight 
trains will be handled by the Pennsyl- 
vania, one to New York City, one to 
Pittsburgh and one for New England 
via the Harlem River gateway; three by 
the Baltimore & Ohio, one to Pittsburgh, 
one to Philadelphia and one to New 
York; two by the New York Central, one 
to Buffalo and one to New England via 
the Albany gateway. 

A similar arrangement has been made 
for the transportation from Minneapolis 
to New England points of -six trains 
weekly of oats and corn for animal feed, 
in which may be included seed oats. Sim- 
ilar arrangements have been made for the 
supply of equipment, division of tonnage 
among shippers, and transportation from 
Minneapolis to Chicago. East of Chicago 
the Pennsylvania will haul one train, to 
be delivered to the New Haven at the 
Harlem River gateway, the. New York 
Central one train for the Boston & Al- 
bany, the Erie one train working through 
the Delaware & Hudson and Boston & 
Maine. The Michigan Central, Nickel 
Plate and Wabash will each haul one 
train, working through connections at 
Buffalo. 

It is hoped that this plan will provide 
immediate relief for the need for flour 
and feed throughout the eastern territory. 
Similar treatment will be accorded other 
sections if it is found necessary. 


DELIVERING EMPTY CARS 


Arrangements have also been made 
for the movement of empty cars west- 
bound and southbound, in trainload lots, 


in order to move these cars into terri- 
tories where acute shortages exist. At 
the conference of the shippers and car- 
riers with the Car Service Committee on 
Thursday, the matter of the delivery of 
empty boxcars to western and southern 
connections was given extended and care- 
ful consideration, The carriers stated 
that for the past two or three weeks their 
operations had been seriously affected by 
cold weather and snow. The congestions 
have grown worse at certain important 
gateways, such as Buffalo and Cincinnati. 
Several temporary westbound embargoes 
have been placed by the carriers, in order 
to give them an opportunity to clear 
their rails of loaded cars. 

The results of these conferences are 
generally admitted here to be among the 
most important transportation measures 
adopted in Washington for years. It is 
likewise generally admitted that the ac- 
tion of the Minneapolis shippers in send- 
ing a strong delegation, with instructions 
to fight to the finish for immediate and 
positive concessions, was the bold stroke 
necessary to get action. 

Ricwarp B. Warrovs. 


In the Northwest 

The Minneapolis delegation of grain 
men and millers who went to Washington 
to secure car relief came back fairly well 
satisfied with the results of their three 
days’ session with the railroad men _ be- 
fore the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion. The main point gained was recog- 
nicion of the distressing situation in the 
Northwest and promises from high offi- 
cials of co-operation toward relieving it. 

While improvement has occurred, it has 
not been to the degree expected. Some 
eastern line empties have been received 
within the last few days, but not enough 
to make an impression upon the conges- 
tion. 

At the meeting in Washington repre- 
sentatives of the eastern carriers agreed 
to furnish Minneapolis shippers with 750 
cars weekly. Of these, 400 were for flour 
and 350 for oats, corn and seed oats for 
eastern consumption. The distribution 
of the cars at Minneapolis was to be left 
to a committee representing the milling 
and grain interests and the railroads. 

These empties were to be loaded im- 
mediately on arrival, and to be moved 
east in special trains. Inclement weather 
is said to have delayed the arrival of the 
empties. 

To facilitate the carrying out of the ar- 
rangements made at the meeting in Wash- 
ington, western carriers have requested 
the Chamber of Commerce to furnish a 
statement of the amount of grain ton- 
nage of various kinds now in store here, 
awaiting shipment to points east of Chi- 
cago, for domestic consumption. 

Grain shippers look askance at the 
promise of eastern lines to furnish 
empties. They say that if they could 
load the “promises,” they would have a 
string reaching from Minneapolis to the 
seaboard. 

Minneapolis grain men hardly look for 
a permanent and effective change for the 
better until the lakes open. Then the 
short haul to Duluth will not only mean 
the carriage of grain and products by 
water to Buffalo, but the use of western 
cars in getting the traffic to the Head of 
the Lakes. Even then, there will be the 
problem of moving the freight from 
Buffalo eastward. 


Chicago’s Protest 

Cuicaco, Itu., Feb. 17.—Chicago grain 
shippers and millers have protested 
through the Board of Trade to the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission against 
the recently adopted freightcar agree- 
ment, claiming that it unduly favors 
Minneapolis as against Chicago. Minne- 
apolis is to be given 700 cars a week, 
while no promise is made Chicago. 

Minneapolis is over 400 miles from the 
western terminal base of the eastern 
railroads, while Chicago is on their main 
lines. The claim is made that over 100,- 
000,000 bus of grain in Chicago and 
vicinity await shipment, and cannot be 
moved for lack of cars. Chicago millers 


are unable to do business, as they cannot 
make shipments, 

The Board of Trade in its petition says 
the action is illegal in favoring one set 
of shippers against another, and proposes 
to take the question into the courts if 
necessary. 

In the last 30 days Chicago shippers 
say they have not had on an average five 
eastern cars a day, while during the past 
60 days they could have used 1,000 cars 
daily. Promises of cars have not been 
kept so far, although the last two days 
some improvement has been noticeable. 
Every elevator in the city is practically 
closed, and President Griffin, of the Chi- 
cago Board of Trade, claims that the 
grain business is virtually paralyzed. 

C. H. CHaren. 





NEW ENGLAND'S SHORTAGE 


Embargoes and Congestion Shut Off Flour 
and Feed Shipments—Long De- 
lays Reported 

Boston, Mass., Feb. 17.—The difficulty 
in. getting shipments of flour forwarded 
to destinations in New England, as well 
as Boston, on account of congested con- 
ditions through a shortage of cars, etc., 
has grown still more serious. Embargoes 
placed by the various railroads to help 
the situation have apparently had the 
opposite effect, and New England is now 
in a position where, if relief does not 
come soon, a serious shortage of flour will 
result. An occasional small shipment 
drifts in, but the quantity arriving is 
nothing compared with the flour on the 
way to this market. 

One jobber received two cars this week 
that were shipped from the mill on Nov. 
15, arriving in Boston Feb. 14. Another 
receiver, having a car on the way that 
had been shipped early in November, sent 
a tracer from this end and was notified 
yesterday that the car had been located 
in Detroit on Feb. 7, only a few hundred 
miles from point of shipment. Similar 
instances are numerous and the Boston 
flour trade is pretty thoroughly disgusted 
with conditions, especially as there seems 
to be no great trouble in getting ship- 
ments through for export. 

While wholesale flour receivers and 
brokers are making every effort to pro- 
tect their customers, dividing the flour 
on hand and the occasional carloads that 
filter through the embargoes, this cannot 
go on much longer. There is no danger 
from starvation, for there is still con- 
siderable flour in the retail stores, but 
bakers who depend on jobbers for sup- 
plies will soon be unable to renew stocks, 
which everywhere have been drawn heav- 
ily upon. 

A few weeks ago, salesmen were urging 
their customers to place orders ahead, 
anticipating future needs for several 
weeks, and to file shipping directions at 
the time the order was given. This was 
done in many instances, but purchasers 
are unable to get the flour. Cars become 
sidetracked after having started, and to 
give further orders would only result in 
tying up more money and flour without 
any result. 

One local receiver stated today that 
his concern had 35 cars of flour on the 
way from the West, all long overdue, 
only receiving one car since Feb. 1. 
Other firms are even worse off. 

THE FEED SHORTAGE 

The flour shortage is not the only 
trouble that is facing local receivers. The 
grain famine that threatens New England 
will cause wide suffering among horses 
and cattle unless immediate relief can be 
secured. The grain dealers here were 
discouraged when they read press dis- 
patches from Washington to the effect 
that the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion had voted, four to three, that it had 
not the authority to force railroads to 
give preference to grain over other 
freight. At the instigation of the grain 
board of the Boston Chamber of Com- 
merce, all grain dealers throughout New 
England are appealing to the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, if it has not the 
authority, to get it, in order to relieve 
prevailing conditions. 

Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Massa- 
chusetts dealers state that they are prac- 
tically bare of grain and feeds. One East 
Providence, R. I., dealer reported that he 
had 76 cars of oats and feed on the way 
from the West from 14 to 79 days. Others 
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had oats en route that were shipped early 
in November. All the letters received 
from New England grain dealers were 
introduced at a meeting of the American 
Railway Association car service commit- 
tee held this week with the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. 

The press notices received Friday, to 
the effect that two trains, each of 50 cars 
of flour, from Minneapolis to New Eng- 
land, or 100 cars per week, and one train 
of 50 cars of feedstuffs, oats and corn, 
from Minneapolis to New England daily, 
would be furnished, with no more ship- 
ments for export through eastern ports 
until present accumulation clears, was 
one of the results of the protest from 
New England. 

This will help when these shipments 
get here, but what the trade wants is for 
the railroads to forward shipments of 
flour, feed and grain that are long over- 
due and are now held up at various 
points, rather than delay these shipments 
and give later ones the right of way. 
Until this is done the trade here is likely 
to be in bad shape, as it has considerable 
money tied up in previous purchases, on 
which it would like to realize before mak- 
ing new purchases. Louis W. DePass. 





Beware of Strange Wanderers 

In a recent issue of The Northwestern 
Miller there appeared a news story re- 
garding a young man, claiming to be a 
refugee from Mexico and the son of a 
prominent miller in Germany, who dis- 
played a particular interest in familiariz- 
ing himself with mills and milling. In- 
vestigation showed his Mexican story to 
be wholly untrue, and a message from the 
German miller with whom he claimed kin- 
ship repudiated him. 

Since publication of this item, it has 
developed that the young man visited a 
number of mills in the West within the 
past several weeks, and, in January, had 
made his way to the East. At one place, . 
when confronted with evidence of his 
duplicity, he admitted his identity, but 
gave small or no explanation of his in- 
terest in mills. At last accounts he ex- 
pressed an intention of making his way 
to Cuba. 

This and other incidents suggest that 
during the present period of stress in 
international relations, millers exercise 
reasonable care in engaging or otherwise 
establishing relations with strangers,— 
particularly in giving employment with- 
out full references. 





Federal Commission Appointments 

Wasurinoton, D. C., Feb. 19.—(Special 
Telegram)—The President sent to the 
Senate today nominations to fill the two 
vacancies in the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion. 

William B. Colver, Democrat, a St. 
Paul newspaper publisher, is nominated 
to succeed Edward N. Hurley, of 
Chicago, who recently resigned. His term 
will expire in 1920, 

Ex-Governor J. Franklin Fort, Repub- 
lican, of Newark, N. J., will serve out the 
unexpired term of George Rublee, who 
was nominated but not confirmed. Gov- 
ernor Fort is a lawyer, and prior to serv- 
ing as governor of New Jersey was a 
judge in that state. During the present 
administration he has acted as a special 
envoy of the United States to the Do- 
minican Republic, and later to Haiti. 

With the confirmation of these two 
appointees the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion will be fully prepared for carrying 
on the food investigation, the extent of 
which, however, will depend on the action 
of Congress in making an adequate ap- 
propriation. Ricuarp B. Wartrovs. 





Export Flour Hearing Set 

Secretary Husband, of the Federation, 
has informed all exporting millers that 
the tariffs which proposed a further re- 
duction of free storage to five days on 
shipments of flour under through bill of 
lading have been suspended by the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission, pending in- 
vestigation and hearing. Hearings have 
been announced for March 7 at New 
York City. 

Mr. Husband advised the millers that 
it is imperative that exporters forward at 
once to F. H. Price, export agent of the 
Federation, evidence such as requested in 
a former circular dated Feb. 2. The co- 
operation of all exporting millers is asked 
for. 
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The Minneapolis flour output last week 
increased 119,790 bbls. The mills made 
(week ending Feb. 17) 341,430 bbls, 
against 368,620 in 1916, 400,125 in 1915, 
and 360,740 in 1914, Today 21 mills are 
in operation, and if they are able to run 
the rest of the week, the output should 
reach 360,000 bbls. In the corresponding 
week a year ago, 393,380 bbls were 
turned out. 

* * 

Flour sales of Minneapolis and in- 

terior mills last week took a veritable 
tumble. With some large concerns not 
over half as much business was done as 
in the preceding week. With others, the 
volume of orders booked was even small- 
er. Buyers appear to have bought freely 
in the two previous weeks and, with no 
unusual feature about wheat, they are 
now showing indifference. Generally, 
yuyers look for higher prices, but with 
their needs moderately covered, they ap- 
pear to lack courage to add to their hold- 
ings. 
Sales last week were made up of smatl 
lots, with bakers almost entirely holding 
aloof. Mixed-car trade is light, because 
the mills have not the feed to sell. Ware- 
house stocks east of Chicago continue to 
be pulled on heavily, and are now com- 
paratively small. There is an ample sup- 
ply of flour in transit to restock the 
warehouses, but it is held up by the car 
congestion, with great uncertainty as to 
delivery at destination, 

Most mills have an accumulation of 
directions and, with the car supply im- 
proved, the mills are running a good deal 
stronger this week than for some time. 
This applies to the country as well as to 
Minneapolis proper. 

If there has been any change in the 
situation as to first clear, the demand has 
become more active, and fair domestic 
sales were made last week. However, 
some mills still have an accumulation to 
dispose of. ‘These mills in particular con- 
trovert the statement that there is only a 
difference of 50c per bbl between patent 
and first clear; they state that it runs 
from $1.25 to $1.50. 

Second clear is in good demand, with 
most mills oversold. 

With the. acute car situation and the 
derangement as to ocean tonnage, prac- 
tically no business was done last week for 
export. The only sale reported consisted 
of 5,000 bags of second clear to London. 
Important mills, though they get occa- 
sional cables, are not answering them. 
They feel that conditions are too hazard- 
ous to attempt to do business. More sec- 
ond clear could be sold to advantage 
abroad if the mills had it to offer. 

Minneapolis and outside mills are ask- 
ing for standard patent a range of $9@ 
9.30 per 196 Ibs in wood. 

* * 

Bran and standard middlings are sell- 
ing at the highest point on record—$34 
ton, Minneapolis. The scarcity through- 
out the country is beginning to be felt. 
Minneapolis mills and jobbers this week 
report a very sharp demand for bran 
and standard middlings, at an advance of 
$1 ton over a week ago. It is claimed 
that the limited lots of feed in transit 
are snapped up quickly by New England 
buyers at phenomenal prices. 


Inquiry is coming in from all quarters / 


and, apparently, buyers are willing to 
pay almost any price, especially if rea- 
sonably quick shipment can be promised 
Several cars of bran and standard mid 
dlings were sold Feb. 19 by jobbers at as 
high as $34 ton, in 100-lb sacks, f.o.b 


Minneapolis. At the same time, mills 
asked . $32.50@33, in mixed cars with 
flour. Mills generally are restricting 
offerings to mixed cars. 

The output is still comparatively light. 
Mills are unable to operate anywhere 
near normal capacity, owing to the short- 
age of cars. Eastern and western car- 
riers are represented to be co-operating 
to relieve the situation here, so that an 
increase in millfeed production may be 
looked for. 

Flour middlings and red dog are not 
as active as are the lighter feeds, and are 
not relatively as strong. It was claimed 
a week ago that red dog could be picked 
up at.$40 ton, Minneapolis. At that time, 
mills’ quotations were nominally $39@40 
for flour middlings and $44@48 for red 
dog. Today, they are still quoted on the 
same basis, but it is understood that the 
distress offerings have been. pretty well 
absorbed. 


MINNEAPOLIS MILLS IN OPERATION 


Of the 25 Minneapolis mills the fol- 
lowing 21 were in operation Feb. 20: 


Atkinson Milling Co.’s mill. 

Barber Milling Co., Cataract mill. 

George C. Christian & Co.’s mill. 

National Milling Co., Dakota mill. 

Northwestern Consolidated Milling Co., A, 
Cc, E’and F mills. 

Pillsbury Flour Mills Co., 
Palisade and Lincoln mills. 

Washburn-Crosby Co., A, B, C, D, E, F 
and G mills. 

Yerxa, Andrews & Thurstun’s mill, 

Russell-Miller Milling Co.’s mill will be 
started Wednesday morning. 


A, B, Anchor, 


FLOUB,OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


Special reports of 55 mills outside of 
Minneapolis and Duluth, with a total 
capacity of 42,250 bbls, show that in the 
week ending Feb. 17 they made 121,905 
bbls of flour (representing 562,000 bus 
of wheat), against 172,100 in 1916. 

Fifty-five “outside” mills last week 
shipped 1,430 bbls of flour to foreign 
countries, against 2,095 in 1916. 


MIN NEAPOLIS-DULUTH WHEAT RECEIPTS 


Wheat receipts at Minneapolis and Du- 
luth last week aggregated 1,900,000 bus, 
a net increase over the preceding week 
of 235,000 bus. At Minneapolis there was 
an increase of 271,000 bus and at Duluth 
a decrease of 36,000. 

For the week ended Saturday, Feb. 17, 
receipts of wheat were as follows, in bush- 
els (000’s omitted) : 

1917 1916 1915 1914 1913 


Minneapolis .... 3,047 1,805 2,819 1,816 
Duluth 651 421. 112 


Totals 1,900 3,598 2,226 2,931 
Duluth, bonded. 422 113 


Totals 4,055 2,325 3,044 
Elevator stocks at Minneapolis and Du- 
luth on Feb. 17, in bushels (000’s omit- 
ted), were: 
1917 1916 1916 1914 1913 


Minneap’lis 12,220 12,706 14,221 19,040 20,732 
Duluth.... 65,984 13,602 10,274 12,147 12,620 


Totals. ...18,204 26,308 24,495 31,187 33,352 
Duluth, b’d’d 2,142 1,176 245 1,105 850 








Totals. ...20,346 27,484 24,740 32,292 34,202 
CROP-YEAR RECEIPTS 


Receipts of wheat in Minneapolis and 
Duluth from Sept. 1, 1916, to Feb. 17, 
1917, were as follows, with comparisons, 
in bushels (000’s omitted) : 

1916-17 1915-16 1914-15 1913-14 


66,972 110,664 79,245 68,968 


Minneapolis .. 
18,778 87,053 60,438 63,217 


Duluth 





85,750 197,717 129,683 122,185 
4,939 1,472 3,205 


Totals....... 
Duluth, bonded . 3,896 


89,646 202,656 131,155 125,390 
HEAVY LOADING OF CARS 
W. G. Crocker, Washburn-Crosby Co., 
Minneapolis: Something of vital impor- 
tance, not only to the receiver, but to the 
shipper, is for the trade to conserve 
railroad equipment by loading cars to 
capacity. How perfectly ridiculous it is 





Totals 


to load an 80,000. capacity car with 20 
tons. . 
Whatever is right can be done, and this 
is right. 
J. 0. EWING 


* J. O. Ewing, vice-president and man- 
ager of the Cannon Valley Milling Co., 
Minneapolis, was born on a farm at Eden 
Prairie, Minn., Jan. 23, 1872. Moved to 
Minneapolis in 1880, graduating from 
Central High School. Worked six months, 
after leaving school, with a surveying 
force. Entering the service of the Wash- 
burn-Crosby Co. in 1894, he acted as gen- 
eral salesman in the East. Resigned in 
1901 to accept a position with the Barber 
Milling Co. as its representative in Penn- 


sylvania. With others, organized the 
Cannon Valley Milling Co. in 1908. Moved 
to Minneapolis in 1911, and took charge 
of the business of this latter company. 
Is a good tennis player and was runner- 
up in the tournament on the Kennelworth 
Courts last fall. 


LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


C. R. McClave, manager Montana 
Flour Mills Co., Lewistown, Mont., was 
in Minneapolis during last week. 

The annual meeting of the North Da- 
kota Farmers’ Grain Dealers’ Association 
will be held at Fargo, Feb. 27-March 1. 

Edward F. Krumdick, assistant man- 
ager of the Winona (Minn.) Malting Co., 
has applied for membership in the Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 

Anton Huhn, president of the Huhn 
Elevator Co., Minneapolis, is at French 
Lick, Ind. From there he will go to 
Florida for an extended stay. 

A bill before the Minnesota legislature 
requires elevator companies to bond them- 
selves, in order to protect farmers who 
have grain stored in their elevators. 

H. W. Kelly, who has been on the 
sales force of the Hubbard Milling Co. 
for 11 years, on March 1 will go into the 
automobile business at Mankato, Minn. 

Mrs. Louise Edy Poehler suddenly 
died at St. Augustine, Fla., of apoplexy 
Feb. 14. She was the wife of the late 
Carl F. Poehler, of H. Poehler & Co., 
grain, Minneapolis. 

A senate bill in the North Dakota 
legislature asks for an appropriation of 
$300,000 to build a terminal elevator at 
St. Paul. The bill also provides for the 
creation of a commission of 15 to super- 
vise its construction. 

Charles J. Brand, of the Department 
of Agriculture, gives notice that, toward 
securing information bearing upon fed- 
eral standards for wheat, hearings will be 
held at Fargo, N. D., Feb. 20. A large at- 
tendance of those interested is hoped for. 

Mrs. Sudduth, wife of W. H. Sudduth, 
secretary of the W. J. Jennison Co., was 
severely burned Feb. 14 about the face, 
shoulders and hands from an explosion of 
gasoline. At the time she was rubbing a 
piece of silk. While her condition has 
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serious, it is now hoped that she wil! 
ver from the injuries and no perma- 
ent effect result. 

The Northwood (N. D.) Mill & Light 
Co. is reported as financially embar- 
rassed. During its four years of opera 
tion, it has created a deficit of $42,000 
The company was incorporated with $20, 
000 capital stock. The John Miller Com 
mission Co., of Duluth, the chief creditor 
has started involuntary bankruptcy pro 
ceedings against two of the directors 0; 
the mill company. 

Money at Minneapolis has taken o1 
firmness, and rates of interest are now 
about half of 1 per cent higher than 1 
days ago. Grain ‘carriers are not borrow- 
ing much, though in some instances pape: 
maturing in the East is being replace 
with Minneapolis banks. Current rate, 
of interest are: paper secured by termi 
nal elevator receipts, 4 per cent; indorsec 
paper, 41% per cent for demand or time 
These rates apply only to the very 
strongest names. . 

_James A. Manahan, attorney for the 
Equity Exchange, St. Paul, has protested 
against A. F, Teigen acting as chairman 
of the committee to conduct the proposed 
legislative probe of organized grain ex- 
changes. He claims that Mr. Teigen i: 
prejudiced against the Exchange and i: 
temperamentally unfit to conduct such a: 
investigation. The committee has been 
named, but there is a fight on as to how 
much will be appropriated for expenses 
Amounts ranging from $10,000 to $100,000 
have been proposed. 


WHEAT IN THE NORTHWEST 


Minneapolis elevators have wheat soli! 
for shipment to Gulf ports, but are un 
able to get the necessary cars. 


The comments on cash wheat at Min 
neapolis on “the Markets in Brief” pages 
of this issue are of special interest. 

Wheat stocks at Minneapolis have de 
creased 90,000 bus in three days. The 
total (Feb. 20) was about 12,130,000 bus, 
against 12,686,000 in“916. 

Minneapolis mills last week ground 
approximately 1,536,000 bus of wheat. 
Receipts less shipments were 1,379,000 
bus, against 2,249,000 in 1916, 

Based on the close today (Feb. 20) the 
average prices paid to farmers at coun 
try points in the Northwest were: for 
No. 1 northern, $1.69 bu; for No. 2 north 
ern, $1.66; for light-weight, $1.36. 

Minneapolis elevator men who have 
large interests in western Canada repor' 
a materially improved movement of wheat 
in Alberta and Saskatchewan from farms 
to country houses. The volume makes a 
very good showing for the season of the 
year. 

Canadian wheat is selling in Minne- 
apolis at the same price as similar grades 
from North Dakota bring. A little No. 
1 northern is offered to arrive. Canadian 
receipts are increasing, but are made up 
principally of No. 3 and No. 4 wheat. 

Some Canadian wheat, consigned to 
Minneapolis, has been in transit over a 
month. Since bid prices on low-grade 
wheat at Winnipeg have advanced 10@ 
19c, compared with the option, it is ex- 
pected that shipments from Canada to 
this market. will fall off. 

Bid prices on hard winter wheat on 
track at Minneapolis have been advanced 
another 1@3c bu in the last week, chiefly 
because the cars in which such wheat 
arrives can be reloaded with flour and 
feed for eastern shipment. No. 2 Kan- 
sas is quoted at 11@15c over May; No. 2 
Nebraska, 9@12c over; No. 2 Montana, 
3@5c over May. 


TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGHTS 


Herman F. Walter, solicitor for the 
Pere Marquette road at Minneapolis, has 
been appointed contracting agent at 
Chicago. 

E. O. Anderson, travelling passenget 
and freight agent for the Missouri Pa- 
cific at Minneapolis, died Feb. 18, after 
a brief illness. His wife died(three week: 
ago. : 

That substantial relief has been given 
in the last few 1 by the millers get- 
ting an incr number of empty 
freightcars is indicated by the heavier 
running of both Minneapolis and interior 
mills. 

No ocean space is available for flour, 

(Continued on page 5646.) 
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The week’s unsettled markets, com- 
bined with disturbing political news and 
the growing transportation difficulties, 
aused further weakening in demand for 
‘jour. Few mills sold anything like capac- 
ty, and with most of them, even the 
| irger concerns, total sales were not above 
» few thousand barrels. This was largely 
iimited to scattering trade on mill brands, 
though late in the week one or two mills 
hooked some 5,000-bbl lots at close figures. 

The current quiet in trade is, of course, 
largely due to the fact that two buying 
fields are almost wholly out of the mar- 
ket, the foreign trade because of well- 
known conditions and the East because 
juillers are unable to promise anything in 
the way of deliveries. 

Millers are simply pricing their flour 
on the market, exerting what selling 
effort seems possible under these condi- 
tions, and taking the situation calmly. 

Prices, in spite of a higher wheat cost, 
are only about firm. The sharply higher 
prices realized for feed, of course, offset 
some part of the advance in wheat over 
a week ago. Today, a standard 95 per 
cent is held at around $8@8.25, jute, 
Kansas City, by stronger mills, but 
smaller and many interior mills are a full 
20c under the lower figure named. On 
first patents for high-class family trade, 
prices range upward from $8.50, cotton 
\,-sacks, Kansas City, to as much as 
$8.80. 

Clears are still in limited supply, with 
small offerings, but prices are not quot- 
ably higher, with first qualities command- 
ing around $7.50, jute, and other clears, 
described as “firsts,” offered at 25@40c 
less money. 

* * 

Feed is a tremendously active mar- 
ket, with demand for much more than is 
offered. Bran reached a high record 
price of $1.75 per 100 lbs, sacked, today. 
Heavy feeds are in equally great demand, 
with white shorts commanding up to 
$2.25, Kansas City. Nearly the entire 
output of feeds is being used by millers 
in mixed-car shipments with flour. 


KANSAS CITY OUTPUT 

The output of Kansas City mills, rep- 
resenting a weekly capacity of 71,100 
bbls, with comparisons, as reported to 
The Northwestern Miller, is here shown: 
Flour Pct. of 


output activity 
This WOOK si dsvsccdccccccs 58,500 82 
Last WOOK .cccescccsccccce 62,300 87 
YOOF ABO secciosccoccoscess 68>200 95 
TWO YOOTS GBO ccccvvccssses 52,800 74 


SOUTHWESTERN OUTPUT 

The output of 65 mills in Nebraska, 

Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma, outside 

of Kansas City, as reported to The 
Northwestern Miller, is here shown: 


Flour Pct. 

Weekly output of ac- 

capacity forweek tivity 

This week ....... 288,720 176,871 61 
Last week ...... 287,970 180,126 62 
Yoar 690 cs0.ave6 264,420 210,876 79 
Two years ago... 259,380 196,252 76 


Export shipments by reporting mills 
were 9,992 bbls this week, 6,596 last week, 
12,072 a year age and 7,577 two years ago. 

Out of 65 mills reporting, two report 
domestic business good, 27 fair, and 25 
slow and quiet. 


THE WEATHER AND THE WHEAT 


Snow has materially improved the con- _ 


dition of and prospects for wheat in 
Oklahoma and, to a lesser extent, along 
the southern border of Kansas. The ter- 
ritory favored by the new moisture was 
not, however, in such urgent need as the 
other important wheat sections. 


There was neither rain nor snow over 
the great central and western Kansas 
territory where the need for it is great- 
est. All of that district is exceedingly 
dry, the soil being hardly more than dust 
for several inches in depth, save for a 
little frosted ground at the surface. 

There is every sort of report regarding 
the present condition of the southwestern 
fields and the promise for the future. 
Taking the most experienced and con- 
servative opinion for a guide, the sub- 
stance of the situation appears to be that 
the entire crop will be made or lost ac- 
cording as spring moisture is or is not 
supplied. 

Today the wheat shows almost no 
growth, and over wide areas there is 
hardly a spear of green to show that the 
fields have been seeded to winter wheat. 
This very condition has, however, saved 
the wheat from any serious winter dam- 
age or any injury beyond that which may 
or may not have been occasioned by the 
drouth. A general snow probably would 
repair most of the damage done up to the 
present, and bountiful spring rains could 
make a very great crop on the wheat as 
it stands now. 

It is wholly premature to make any 
sort of definite statement regarding the 
probable or possible hard winter wheat 
crop. The wheat is not in the most de- 
sirable condition to stand rough treat- 
ment in the spring months. Those months 
and the amount of moisture they bring 
will alone determine the future. 

RECORD FEED PRICES 

With sales up to $1.75, Kansas City, 
bran this week reached the highest price 
ever known in this market. Shorts shared 
in the record-breaking performance. De- 
mand for bran is keen in every quarter, 
but the demand for home consumption 
seems most active of all. The short sup- 
ply of feeds from last year’s harvest, 
coupled with the lack of winter wheat 
pasturage, is doubtless largely respon- 
sible for this situation. 

Shorts are just now coming into de- 
mand for spring pig-feeding, and dis- 
tributors say that the price asked seems 
to make little difference with the buying; 
the problem is to secure the supplies. 

All southwestern mills are and have all 
season been shipping abnormal quantities 
of feeds in assorted cars with flour, and 
many. millers have hardly sold any 
straight cars of feed. One large interior 
Kansas mill found, by a careful check, 
that its carload shipments of products to 
southwestern destinations so far this sea- 
son were almost double the number of 
cars shipped last year, while the actual 
number of barrels of flour ~— 
showed only a fair increase. The large 
amount of feed ordered with each car 
accounted for the difference. 


KANSAS COMPANY INCREASING STORAGE 

The Kansas Flour Mills Co., of Kan- 
sas City, with mills throughout the South- 
west, plans important increases in wheat 
storage facilities at several of its plants. 
The largest increase will be made at the 
Hoffman Mills, Enterprise, Kansas, where 
concrete storage of 285,000 bus capacity 
will be added. The elevator will be a 
duplicate of.the one erected in connec- 
tion with the company’s new mill at 
Great Bend. 

Other storage to be built immediately 
will include 100,000 bus at the Fort Scott 
mill and 50,000 or more each at the An- 
thony, Kansas, and Cherokee, Okla., 
plants. 

SWITCHING ROAD NOT RESPONSIBLE 


According to a decision handed down 
by the Springfield, Mo., court of appeals 
last week, a railroad is responsible to the 
shipper for damage arising out of a 
faulty car, even though another road 
directly serves the mill and the carrying 
road receives*it from the mill through a 


switch performed by the line on which 
the mill is located. 

The case was brought against the Mis- 
souri Pacific Railway by the McDaniel 
Milling Co., of Carthage, Mo. Because of 
a faulty car, a carload of mill products 
arrived at destination in a damaged con- 
dition. The mill is on Frisco tracks, and 
the Frisco switched the loaded car to the 
Missouri Pacific. ‘The latter road re- 
fused to pay the resulting claim, on the 
ground that it had nothing to do with 
the loading and had not had opportunity 
to examine the car when loaded and be- 
fore sealed. 

The court denied this contention, and 
awarded damages to the mill on the 
ground that the situation was not dif- 
ferent than if the mill had been located 
on the Missouri Pacific rails. 


MILLING EXPANSION AT HUTCHINSON 

George Hern, formerly chief of police 
at Hutchinson, is principal owner of a 
self-contained 50-bbl flour mill which be- 
gan operation at South Hutchinson, 
Kansas, last week. The mill is operated 
by electricity, and heated by a base bur- 
ner stove. Mr. Hern says that the night 
run can be made and packed by one man. 
Doc Blanchard is head miller and C. A. 
Posey is salesman for the new mill. 


AN UNIQUE IDEA 

At the Nebraska State Hospital for the 
Insane, Lincoln, experiments are being 
made in feeding the inmates bread made 
from a mixture of wheat flour and corn 
flour in proportion of 80 and 20 per cent. 
It is not stated whether the experiments 
are being conducted by the dietarians or 
the alienists of the hospital staff. 


* NOTES 

Otto Swaller, manager of the William- 
son Milling Co., Clay Center, Kansas, 
who drove to town yesterday, said that in 
the entire distance from Clay Center to 
Lawrence he did not see a spear of green 
wheat. From Lawrence in to Kansas 
City some green fields were passed. 

The Browning Grain Co. is the style of 
a new company which last week em- 
barked in the grain business at Omaha. 
W. M. Browning, formerly with the J. R. 
Harold Grain Co., Wichita, Kansas, is 
manager. T, J. Holdridge and F. D. and 
F. S. Larabee, of the Larabee Flour Mills 
Corporation, Hutchinson, are financially 
interested in the company. 

In view of the disturbed political con- 
ditions in Cuba, there was some discus- 


sion among southwestern millers last. 


week regarding the possible need of 
some special protection to their ship- 
ments to and credits on the island. Those 
doing a considerable business there de- 
cided, however, that conditions are not 
sufficiently disturbing to make present 
action necessary. 

J. J. Weigel, assistant manager of the 
Hays City (Kansas) Milling & Elevator 
Co., who was here for the motor show 
this week, says that, while wheat is dry 
in western Kansas, people there are not 
worried about the crop condition. He 
explains that he never has seen lack of 
snow or rain in March, and that spring 
moisture is the only need of the wheat 
as it stands today. 


WICHITA 


The most important feature in the 
flour situation is that of the embargoes 
on eastern roads, which have practically 
shut off all deliveries of shipments made 
to that section. While a few of the mills 
do not report a curtailment of operations 
from last week, others, that depend upon 
eastern trade for the bulk of their busi- 
ness, are being threatened with having to 
shut down entirely. 

It is reported by some mills that ship- 
ping directions from local territory and 
central states are coming in a little more 
freely, and this feature has a tendency 
somewhat to offset the general situation. 
Lack of ocean room, coupled with rail- 
road —— has practically demoral- 
ized export business. 

Range of values, as indicated by re- 
ports received from leading southern 
Kansas and northern Oklahoma mills, is 
as follows: best Kansas hard wheat flour, 
$9@9.20 bbl delivered Kansas and south- 
western Missouri points, $9.20@9.30 de- 
livered Oklahoma points; straight bran, 
$1.65@1.70; mill-run bran, $1.80@1.85; 
shorts, $1.90@2,—in straight or mixed 
cars, delivered within 15c rate territory. 


535 


Although the demand for feed has 
been heavy for some time, it is increas- 
ing, and mills find it more difficult to 
meet the demand. It is anticipated that 
still higher prices will be reached. 

* * 


Demand for cash wheat this week was 
fair, but farmers and country shippers 
do not show a disposition to sell at pre- 
vailing prices, although cash premiums 
advanced somewhat over last week. 

Receipts for the first five days of the 
week were 89 cars, against 85 (same 
time) last week and 305 last year. Range 
of sales on No. 2 hard wheat was $1.81@ 
1.87, delivered Kansas City frate points, 
or 12@14c over Kansas City May option, 
delivered Kansas City. 


NOTES 


Although it was reported that snow 
fell in northern Oklahoma, wheat crops 
in southern and western Kansas are still 
subject to the need of moisture. 

Henry Lassen, president of the Kansas 
Milling Co., is in Kansas City attending 
the automobile show, with a view to pur- 
chasing cars to replace those which were 
destroyed by fire Feb. 7. 

Preparatory to coming to some deci- 
sion as to what action should be taken to 
effect relief in shipments to eastern mar- 
kets, a meeting was held in the Wichita 
Board of Trade Building, Friday after- 
noon, with representatives present from 
the following mills: Red Star Mill & 
Elevator ©o., Kansas Milling Co., Wichita 
Flour Mills Co., Kansas Flour Mills Co., 
Larabee Flour Mills Corporation, Hunter 
Milling Co., and New Era Milling Co. 
It was decided to wire the traffic man- 
agers of the different railroads, asking 
them to consolidate in trainloads the flour 
shipped by the different mills, which flour 
is now being held at terminals, and move 
it through to the East, in preference to 
other freight. 


OKLAHOMA 


Coming just a month after the last 
good rain, reports from all over the state 
indicate snow or rain to the equivalent 
of over an inch of moisture, and falling 
on unfrozen soil during a period of over 
12 hours. In the south part of the state, 
wheat was said to be dead at the root to 
quite an extent, but the plant is known 
to recover rapidly from this appearance 
during the winter drouth. In the north 
half of the state the rain was of much 
benefit, but not absolutely needed. It 
came in the shape of eight inches of wet 
snow in the north and west, and melted 
slowly during two days. 

Oats will go in rapidly now, and it is 
thought the entire acreage of over 3,000,- 
000 acres of wheat is safe for another 
month. However, November, December, 
and January were all short an inch of 
rainfall, making the winter three inches 
short of the 10-year average. 

Trade on flour in the South remains 
practically at a standstill. Local trade 
in the state in mixed cars calls for the 
regular supply, but round lots, particu- 
larly in the southern cities, are hard to 
sell. Feed is in as heavy demand as at 
any ‘time throughout the winter, and at 
top prices. There are no changes in flour 
quotations for the week. Sales in local 
territory are made at full prices when a 
customer’s needs are filled. The embargo 
east does not affect Oklahoma mills as 
much as lack of demand south. 





The National Biscuit Co. 

The National Biscuit Co. for the year 
ended Jan. 31, 1917, shows: net earnings, 
$4,579,336; increase, $449,515. Surplus 
increased $449,515. After allowing 7 per 
cent dividend on old stock, balance is 
equal to 9.72 per cent on common stock, 
against 8.18 per cent in previous year. 
The company has declared its regular 
quarterly dividend of 134 per cent on the 
common and preferred stock. ; 

The annual report of the company, in 
a comparison of net profits, per cent 
earned on the common stock, and the 
profit and loss surplus for a series of 
years follows: 


Pet. on Profit and 

Net profits common loss surplus 

1916-17.. $4,579,336 9.72 $15,569,266 
1915-16... 4,129,791 8.18 14,772,796 
1914-15... 4,520,402 9.52 14,425,859 
1913-14... 5,168,018 11.74 13,668,272 
1912-13... 4,539,379 9.59 12,303,089 
1911-12... 4,637,639 10.05 11,546,545 
1910-11... 4,619,460 9.86 11,240,631 
1909-10.. 3,978,576 7.68 10,111,646 
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CHICAGO’S TRAFFIC PROBLEMS 

Traffic conditions on eastern roads are 
likely to be bettered, as a result of active 
work by the Chicago Board of Trade to 
secure relief from the East, where there 
is a scarcity of grain, flour and feed such 
as has never been known. A half-dozen 
grain distributors from Boston were in 
Chicago most of this week, making inves- 
tigations and conferring with railroads, 
urging them to make extra efforts to re- 
lieve the shortage. They have grain 
bought from the Northwest that has been 
lost or delayed in transit since early in 
December. Various conferences were 
held, and it looks as though good results 
will be forthcoming in a few days. 

Joseph P. Griffin, president of, the 
Chicago Board of Trade, has sent several 
long communications to the presidents of 
eastern railroads and held numerous con- 
ferences with railroad officials. In a 
statement sent out, he said there are 
30,000,000 bus grain in Chicago awaiting 
shipment, also 10,000,000 bus in cars on 
sidetracks and in transit, for which the 
railroads are not able to furnish equip- 
ment for handling, and 50,000,000 to 75,- 
000,000 bus in the vicinity of Chicago 
awaiting cars. 

After a long conference, Thursday, 
Mr. Griffin said: “The situation, so far as 
pertains to grain and flour, is critical. 
The railroads have agreed to co-operate 
in a way that I believe shows them to be 
fully alive to the importance of the diffi- 
culty.” 

The car committee of the Board of 
Trade’s transportation committee has 
been actively at work. It is composed of 
W. N. Eckhardt, E. D. McDougal, J. J. 
Stream and E. F. Rosenbaum. The con- 
gestion on eastern roads around Chicago 
is difficult for the railroad people to ex- 
plain, as the eastbound shipments in the 
last few weeks have fallen 250,000 tons 
below last year. 





THE WEEK’S FLOUR TRADE 


The flour output of the Chicago mills 
for the week ending Feb. 17 was esti- 
mated at 21,750 bbls, or 80 per cent of 
capacity, compared with 23,250, or 89 
per cent, a week ago, 24,500, or 93 per 
cent, in 1916, and 23,500, or 90 per cent, 
in 1915. 

The possibilities of an improvemeht in 
the car situation have stimulated business 
somewhat in the eastern markets. Many 
mills in this territory have heavier book- 
ings than during ordinary conditions. 
For example, certain mills have orders 
for 100,000 bbls on their books, but are 
only able to operate their mills at less 
than half capacity, owing to their in- 
ability to obtain cars. 

Locally, there is but little demand for 
flour. Where a buyer requires more 
flour, it is possible to secure, mainly from 
mills in the Southwest, 95 per cent pat- 
ents as low as $7.90, bulk. Mills asking 
these quotations have neighbors who will 
ask 50c bbl more. The difference in quo- 
tations hinges more on the supply of 
wheat than on the quality of flour. 

Brokers and millers’ agents say the 
bookings of bread flour in Chicago for 
the last two or three weeks have been 
about equally divided between spring and 
hard winter wheat millers. Some mills 
in the Northwest are quoting at a little 
less on patents and straights than are the 
mills in the Southwest. The low-priced 
mills in the spring wheat states are those 
located, as a rule, south of Minneapolis, 
at points where cars can be obtained. 

Visiting bakers in Chicago during the 
week, numbering about 30, were generally 





bullish in their views, especially as to 
future business. Their stocks are light, 
judging by personal interviews, and if 
transportation difficulties can be cleared 
up, a better trade with them can be 
looked for. The supply of soft wheat 
flour is not large. Millers of soft wheat 
are holding at a closer range than mills 
in other territories. This is attributed to 
the scarcity of grain in most sections. 


HEARING ON GRAIN STANDARDS 
Largely through the efforts of Secre- 
tary Husband, of the Federation, while 
in Washington, D. C., & few days ago, a 
hearing upon the proposed official grain 
standards for wheat has been arranged 
to be held in the library room of the 
Board of Trade, Indianapolis, Ind., on 
Wednesday, Feb. 28, at 9:30 am. It is 
desired that a large representation of 
soft wheat millers be present. 


SCHULZE COMPANY BUYS BAKERY 

The Schulze Bakig Co., Chicago, pur- 
chased, last week, the New England 
bakery, at Omaha, Neb. The bakery has 
four ovens and a nominal bread capacity 
of 4,000 to 5,000 loaves daily. The prop-~ 
erty was turned over to the Schulze Co. 
at once, and is now being operated under 
its ownership. The Schulze Co. now owns 
four large elbesten outside of Chicago, 
located at Cincinnati, Omaha, Peoria and 
Kansas City. 

NOTES 

This office is in touch with a young man 
chemist who is desirous of obtaining a 
position with a mill. 

J. E. Herbert, of the J. E. Herbert 
Co., flour merchants, returned Friday, 
after a business trip east. 

Board of Trade memberships are down 
to $6,900 net to the buyer, a drop of $700 
from the recent high point. 

The Columbus Laboratories, Chicago, 
recently introduced a course in milling 
and baking technology by mail, and the 
plan is meeting with success. ; 

There is considerable rye flour chang- 
ing hands, but mainly between dealers. 
Sales of this character often are made 
on the basis of fully 50c bbl below what 
the mills are asking. 

The millers’ mutual fire insurance com- 
panies have been exceedingly fortunate 
during the winter months, as regards 
losses on mills and elevators. The cold 
weather has caused many serious fires in 
other lines. 

The Armour Grain Co. has bought 
May and sold July wheat daily for two 
weeks, The spread ranged 22@25c. Some 
traders think July wheat should be 
bought at a big discount under May, as 
supplies will be very small at the be- 
ginning of the new-crop season and low 
prices are not likely. 

Cash wheat trade with mills has been 
restricted by the inability to make ship- 
ment. Premiums have hardened, owing 
to light offerings. No. 2 red on track is 
3@4c over May, No. 3 red 3c under to 
21%¢ over, No. 2 hard 5@7c over for spot, 
and 4c over for 30-day shipment. No. 2 
red is 2c over May, and No. 1 northern 
4c over for 30-day shipment. 

A printed circular sent out by Secre- 
tary Husband, of the Federation, show- 
ing extracts from the address delivered 
before the Indiana Master Bakers’ Asso- 
ciation, in Indianapolis, Jan. 28, by Dr. 
H. E. Barnard, state food and drug 
commissioner of Indiana, has brought in- 
quiries to Mr. Husband for about 50,000 
of the pamphlets, to be sent out by 
millers. 

A number of private wire houses whose 
lines extend to the Pacific Coast, and 
also the extreme South and Southwest, 
have by agreement raised their rates of 
commissions on grain futures to $10 for 
5,000 bus, during the past two months. 





They say that the service rendered and 
the increased cost of handling the long 
business is worth more than that originat- 
ing at near-by points. They say 
have no trouble in getting the advanced 
rates. . 

There is an uneasy feeling in the 
speculative trade as a result of political 
conditions. Bulls believe that the United 
States will eventually get into the war, 
which will bring the allies closer to us 
and our small surplus of grain, espe- 
cially . wheat, will 4“ readily absorbed. 
The bear view of the situation, however, 
is entirely different. Of late the various 
bear raids on the market have not re- 
sulted in dislodging holdings of the 
largest operators, and sharp advances 
have followed. 


The Grain Receivers’ Association has 
60 members, the largest in its existence. 
At a meeting last Wednesday, the pro- 

sed change in the commission rules 
for handling car lots of cash grain was 
thoroughly discussed, and adopted by a 
vote of 29 to 8. Instead of a fixed rate 
per car for selling grain, it will be han- 
dled on a percentage. Where the selling 
price of wheat, rye and barley is below 
$1, the minimum rate will be le per bu. 
Corn, when beiow 75c, 3%,¢ per bu. Oats, 
when under 50c, a minimum of 1c per bu. 


Among millers in Chicago during the 
week were: George Urban, Jr., Buffalo, 
N. Y., on his way to the South; R. J. 
Hamilton, of the Wm. A. Coombs Milling 
Co., Coldwater, Mich; James A. .Mc- 
Swigan, manager Crescent Mill & Eleva- 
tor Co., and H. E. Johnson, assistant 
manager Colorado Milling & Elevator 
Co., Denver, Colo; C. R. McClave, treas- 
urer and manager Montana Flour Mills 
Co., Lewistown, Mont., and C. M. Hard- 
enbergh, manager Southwestern Milling 
Co., Inc., Kansas City, on his way home 
from the East. 

The United States has 84,000,000 bus 
of wheat for export and carry-over July 
1, as estimated by the Daily Trade Bul- 
letin, compared with 296,000,000 a year 
ago. Should exports from Feb. 1 to 
July 1 average 10,000,000 bus a month 
for the five months, there would remain 
34,000,000 bus for a carry-over July 1. 
Last year the carry-over was 162,000,000 
bus, and two years ago 55,000,000. Ex- 
= Feb. “1, 1916, to July 1, 99,000,000 
us. Farm stocks Feb. 1 were estimated 
at 208,000,000 bus, or 201,000,000 less 
than a year ago. Supplies in seeond 
hands were 27,000,000 bus less than last 
year. 





WISCONSIN 


Mitwavukee, Wis., Feb. 17.—The flour 
production of the Milwaukee mits, with 
a capacity of 12,000 bbls, ‘was 2,400 this 
week, representing 20 per cent of capac- 
ity. Last week, mills did not turn out 
a barrel of flour; a year ago, mills with 
a capacity of 24,600 turned out 11,000, 
or 45 per cent. 

Flour business this week has not been 
good. Mills have plenty of orders on 
hand, and if they could obtain equipment 
they would be able to operate full time 
for the next two months. The situation 
has cleared up somewhat, and mills ex- 
pect to resume operations by Monday. 

Choice city brands of hard spring pat- 
ent held steady at $9.50@9.60, with 
straights at $8.70@9.10, all in wood. 

Clears were in good demand, prices be- 
ing firm at $8.20@8.25, jute. Mills are 
well booked up, and have sufficient load- 
ing orders for the next month. Local 
trade was good, bakers buying quite 
freely. 

Rye flour was strong and higher, pure 
being quoted at $7.90 in wood, with coun- 
try blends offered at $6.80 for dark and 
$7.20 for light, in jute. Business was 
good, and mills were able to make ship- 
ments to near-by points. Eastern busi- 
ness light, owing to embargoes. . 

Corn meal was in good demand, bot 
yellow and white selling at $2.40 in 100-lb 
cotton sacks. ‘There was a fine demand 
from the South, and state and local busi- 
ness was good. Grits were in good de- 
mand at $2.30 per 100 lbs. 

Millfeed was higher, both bran and 
standard fine middlings advancing $1.50 
ton. Shippers have considerable feed 


coming from northwestern mills which 
they have been unable to get, owing to 
t stuff loaded in 
There 


the car situation. S 


cars brought a premium. 





they" 
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was very little eastern business done ex- 
cept on transit feed which shippers had 
running. The East generally Ses light 
stocks, and shippers anticipate a good 
demand as soon-as the car situation is re- 
lieved. Practically nothing was offered 
from northwestern country mills, except 
in mixed cars. 

The state trade was excellent. Country 
dealers bought freely in mixed cars with 
flour. All grades were salable. Hominy 
feed was strong, and gluten feed ad- 
vanced $1 ton. 

Choice milling wheat continues in ex- 
cellent Poems | Millers have liberal 
stocks on hand, but buy anything choice 
offered. Low-grades were slow and diffi- 
cult to sell, and most of the offering: 
were carried over. Top price for No. | 
northern, $1.85. 


DEATH OF MR. SCHWAB , 


Joseph E. Schwab, secretary of the 
Milwaukee Bag Co., died at his residence, 
408 Belleview Place, on Friday after- 
noon, having been stricken with paralysis 
on Feb. 10. He was born at Manitowoc, 
Wis., in 1865, and in 1898 became associ- 
ated with the Milwaukee Bag Co. as 
Wisconsin salesman. In 1908 he left the 
road and assumed office duties in the 
Milwaukee office. He was elected secre- 
tary in 1913, which position he held until 
his death. He is survived by his widow 
and three daughters. Funeral services 
will be held Monday at the residence. 


NOTES 

Louis Lorge has opened a flour and 
feed warehouse and store at Casco, Wis. 

H. Peters, Phillips, Wis., is building 
and equipping a new feed mill just south 
of the city limits. 

Car receipts of grain for the week: 
wheat, 82; corn, 195; oats, 130;. barley, 
145; rye, 21; flaxseed, 3. : 

The feed mill of Oscar Culver at Al- 
mond, Wis., has been completely over- 
hauled and is again in operation six days 
a week. 

Major Walter Stern, of Bernhard 
Stern & Sons, Milwaukee, attended the 
first session in the Middle West of the 
Quartermaster Officers’ Reserve Corps, at 
Chicago, on Feb. 13-14. ~ 

Joseph J. Phelan, of the Taylor-Bour- 
nique Co., and Julian Scott, of the Flan- 
ley Grain Co., Milwaukee, have been 
elected to membership in the Milwaukee 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The net profits of Allis-Chalmers Mfg. 
Co. for the year ended Dec. 31 were 
$3,165,020, an increase of $2,086,668. This 
equals 8.36 per cent on common, after 
allowing regular dividend on preferred. 

The Soo Line on Feb. 13 declared an 
embargo on grain shipments to Milwau- 
kee, and on the same day the Chicago & 
North Western refused acceptance of 
grain shipments to Chicago and eastern 
points. 

The Taylor-Bournique Co., Milwaukee, 
operating St. Paul elevator E, has taken 
occupancy of the 650,000-bu addition, 
consisting of 21 concrete tanks, giving 
the company a total elevator capacity of 
1,650,000 bus, the largest individual 
warehouse at the Milwaukee terminal. 

J. H. Edwards has taken charge of the 
Milwaukee office, headquarters of the 
sixteenth district under the federal grain 
standards act, as supervisor. Mr. Ed- 
wards comes from the Minnesota grain 
inspection department. H. J. Beasley, 
who opened the Milwaukee district office, 
has been promoted to a higher position 
in the inspection service. 

E. F. Morris, for several years super- 
intendent of the plant of Chapin & Co.. 
Hammond, Ind., has become associated 
with Smith, Parry & Co., Milwaukee, as 
manager of its new dairy, horse and 
poultry feed plant. The company plans 
to increase the present 100,000-bu eleva- 
tor capacity by adding 12 30,000-bu con- 
crete tanks and 150 feet of warehouse. 

C. E. Greene, manager of the Hicker- 
son Roller Mill Co., Grantsburg, Wis.. 
whose death occurred Friday, Feb, 2, had 
been engaged in the milling business for 
a number of years. Mr. Greene was born 
in Hudson, Wis., June 26, 1860, and was 
57 years of age at the time of his death. 
He began milling in Grantsburg, in Sep 
tember, 1893, as head miller. In 1898 he 
became manager of the Hickerson Roller 
Mill Co., and held that position until his 
death. H. N. Wuson. 
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The output of flour by mills repre- 
sented at Toledo, with a combined weekly 
capacity of 48,000 bbls, for the week 
ending Feb. 17 was 16,200, or 34 per cent 
of capacity, compared with 25,800, or 54 
per cent, last week, 36,200, or 75 per cent, 
. year ago, 30,700, or 64 per cent, two 
years ago, and 29,700, or 62 per cent, 
three years ago. 

The transportation situation has come 
to be almost a determining factor in the 
business of the mills. The submarine 
campaign, the wheat market, crop re- 
ports and international politics all have 
a bearing, but the transportation situa- 
tion is an actual and present reality. Cars 
ire not available, and embargoes are 
operative. ‘The millers are struggling to 
do business under the most difficult con- 
ditions they have been obliged to face’ in 
years. The situation seems to grow 
steadily worse rather than better. 

Some relief is hoped for as a result of 
the conference of railroad officials in 
New York this week. There is a feeling 
in many quarters that the railroad offi- 
cials have not exerted themselves as much 
as they might have done; that their or- 
ganizations have been woefully inefficient 
and incompetent. 

Be that as it may, the milling business 
has felt the paralyzing effect of the 
freight situation. One mill at Toledo 
was down nearly all this week because of 
inability to get cars. Every mill has been 
obliged to materially curtail its running 
time. In many instances the fuel situa- 
tion has been acute, and it has been well- 
nigh impossible to get coal. 

New business is very slack. Only occa- 
sional sales are being made in domestic 
markets, The demand for feed seems 
insatiable, regardless of price. Prices 
were up to $39 ton, f.o.b. Toledo, in 100’s, 
this week for bran, mixed feed and mid- 
dlings. “One miller, who put his price at 
%50 to discourage buying, actually made 
a sale at that figure. 

Buyers are clamoring for any kind of 
feed, not being particular as to quality, 
and are willing to pay any price. In 
many instances they have shipments that 
have been on the road for long times 
which cannot be located, nor can any idea 
be formed as to when they will arrive. 
The supply of feed appears to be thor- 
oughly cleaned up everywhere, east, south 
and southeast. 

No new export business was put through 
this week. Cables exchanged showed that 
foreign buyers were interested, and 
lmsiness is likely to result. 


CONGESTION AT TOLEDO AND DETROIT 


By contrast with Detroit, Toledo’s 
facilities for handling and storing coal 
have been rather emphasized in the pres- 
ent congestion. ‘The fear has been ex- 
pressed that manufacturers contemplat- 
ing the location of plants at one of these 
two points would favor Toledo hereafter 
rather than Detroit, on account of its 
better railroad and yard facilities. There 
are 33 lines entering Toledo, being 
branches of 13 railway systems. 

Ninety-five per cent of Detroit’s coal 
comes to Toledo over the Hocking Val- 
ley, Wheeling & Lake Erie, Toledo & 
Ohio Central, and Cincinnati, Hamilton 
& Dayton roads, and in going on to De- 
troit is comparable to passing out at the 
small end of a funnel, as it were. The 
Michigan Central, Detroit-Toledo Short 
line, Pere Marquette and Lake Shore are 
the only lines connecting the two cities. 

While the congestion has been felt at 
Toledo, notabl the absence of cars, 
rather than difficulty in moving them, the 


situation has not been nearly so bad as at 
Detroit. H. G. Wilson, traffic commis- 
sioner of the Toledo Commerce Club, ex- 
presses the opinion that Toledo will not 
suffer seriously in export business unless 
a complete embargo on exports is an- 
nounced. It was reported this week that 
such an embargo had been decided upon, 
and export shipments would not be re- 
ceived unless the shipper could prove that 
he had vessel room engaged and shipment 
would be taken care of at seaboard. 


CROP CONDITIONS AND WHEAT MOVEMENT 

The weather has been cold, but toward 
the end of the week it moderated and 
temperatures became mild and more 
springlike. There still remains a rather 
light covering of snow on wheatfields. 
Growing weather in the spring is the only 
thing that can tell how the crop has come 
through the winter. So far as this sec- 
tion is concerned there is nothing at pres- 
ent that can be construed as bullish in 
the condition of wheatfields. 

Wheat movement is light. The opinion 
has been expressed that reserves have 
been pretty well cleaned up. There have 
been several wide swings in the market 
that might naturally induce holders to let 
go their wheat. The experience of one mill 
is more or less typical. On its bids early 
in the week it received no acceptances. 
The latter part of the week, on about 300 
bids at the market, it received one car 
a day. 

LAKE FREIGHT 


Brokers in Cleveland were feeling out 
the market this week, trying to line up 
tonnage for opening shipment of wheat 
from the Head of the Lakes to Buffalo 
at 5c. The opinion was expressed that 
that rate would probably bring out some 
tonnage, with a dispatch guaranty. Some 
of the Cleveland owners say they will not 
take the grain for the first trip at less 
than 6c, and that the shippers will have 
to guarantee to unload the boats in 48 
hours or they will not charter at that 
rate. Tonnage is also wanted in the Lake 
Michigan trade, but there are only a few 
ships available. The market in other 
lines is said to be quiet. 


W. N. AND C. A. ERSKINE 


W. N. Erskine, secretary and treasurer, 
and C. A. Erskine, vice-president, of the 
Akin-Erskine Milling Co., Evansville, 
Ind., are the sons of Wilbur Erskine, 
president of this company. Both have 
been actively engaged in the milling busi- 
ness for the past 11 years. W. N. 





W. N. Erskine 


Erskine acts as sales-manager and pur- 
chasing agent of general — while 
C. A. Erskine has charge of plant opera- 
tion and maintenance, as well as taking 


an active part in the purchase of wheat, 
being recognized as one -of the best 
judges of wheat among soft winter wheat 
millers. 

C. A. Erskine was recently elected as 
state senator from Vanderburg County, 
and has been appointed a member of the 
public morals committee. When the state 
legislature is in session, necessarily some 
of his time is spent at Indianapolis. 

The business of the Akin-Erskine Mill- 
ing Co. started in 1897 ,with a 100-bbl 





C. A. Erskine 


mill, and has since grown to its present 
capacity of about 3,000 bbls, representing 
a very substantial growth in the period 
of 20 years. 


CENTRAL STATES MILLS 


Fourteen mills in Ohio, Indiana and 
Michigan, including those at Toledo, with 
a combined weekly capacity of 95,760 
bbls, for the week ending Feb. 17 made 
38,025, or 40 per cent of capacity, com- 
pared with 59,893, or 51 per cent, last 
week, by 16 mills of 116,760 bbls capacity. 

Among the mills contributing to this 
report were the following: 


OHIO 

Allen & Wheeler Co., Troy. 
Mansfield Milling Co., Mansfield. 
National Milling Co., Toledo. 
Northwestern Elev. & Mill Co., Toledo. 
‘ INDIANA 
Goshen Milling Co., Goshen, 
Lawrenceburg Roller Mills Co. 
Loughry Bros. Mig. & Gr. Co., Monticello. 
Noblesville Milling Co., Noblesville. 

MICHIGAN 


Commercial Milling Co., Detroit. 
Eldred Mill Co., Jackson. 
Huron Milling Co., Harbor Beach. 


NOTES 


E. W. Randall, of the A. H. -Randall 
Mill Co., Tekonsha, Mich., was in Toledo 
and on ’change this week. 


The Acme-Evans Co., Indianapolis, has 
issued a postal card giving the prices of 
wheat in every important war since 1775. 

Cyrus S. Coup, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager Northwestern Elevator & 
Mill Co., Toledo, was confined to the 
house part of last week with grip. 

“All dressed up, and nowhere to go.” 
This is what Southworth & Co., grain, 
Toledo, say about wheat. Any perma- 
nent advance depends on improvement in 
the transportation situation. 

Consignments of wheat to Toledo were 
encouraged this week on the prospect of 
their bringing better prices than usual 
for the sake of the empty cars that would 
be afforded for shipment of flour and 
feed. 

Nearly all trains at Toledo from the 
east are running late. As a consequence 
there are delays in local mail deliveries 
comparable to those which obtained at 
Christmas-time. Movement west of To- 
ledo is more nearly on time. 

F. P. Fisher, representing the South- 
western Milling Co., Inc., Kansas City, 
Mo., C. H. Hitch, of the Kehlor Flour 
Mills Co., St. Louis, Mo., E. J. Burkley, 
of Bernhard Stern & Sons, Milwaukee, 
Wis., and George W. Brennecke, of the 
Big Diamond Mills Co., Minneapolis, 
were in Toledo this week. 
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INDIANA 


InprANApotrss, Inp., Feb. 17.—Mills 
generally in this vicinity are all running 
at reduced schedules, and many not at 
all. This does not mean that buyers are 
not anxious to get goods, but that mills 
cannot make definite arrangements for 
delivery. ‘There are constant inquiries 
from abroad, and prices submitted by 
Glasgow at all times were in line with 
the market here; but there is no way of 
getting goods through. Mills are looking 
for some action at Washington to insure 
safety to shipments abroad. New Eng- 
land bought more flour here this week 
than of late, but other sections took little. 
The state trade was not as buoyant as 
expected. 


NOTES 


Indianapolis flour production for the 
week, 8,240 bbls. 


The National Mill Supply Co., Fort 
Wayne, has increased its capital to 
$500,000. 


The Alfred Alltimes Biscuit Machinery 
Co., Indianapolis, has filed a certificate of 
dissolution. 


Charles Gottlieb Oesterly, for 14 years 
head miller at Piel Bros.’ starch works, 
Indianapolis, is dead. 


‘The Shoemaker Baking Co.’s plant at 
St. Paul, Ind., was damaged $10,000 by 
fire this week. Insured. 


Taylor Jones, head miller with the 
Blanton Milling Co., of Indianapolis, has 
been ill this week, and the mill was closed 
down. 


The Richmond (Ind.) Baking Co. an- 
nounces that it will build a $50,000 crack- 
er and bread factory to enable it to 
double its capacity. 


The Indianapolis Board of Trade this 
week contracted for the purchase of the 
ground on which its eight-story building 
stands, for $180,000. 


Farmers in eastern Indiana contem- 
plate sowing spring wheat, and have or- 
dered seed wheat costing $2.75 per bu. 
Broom corn seed is selling at $10 bu near 
the Illinois-Indiana line. 


’ The present price of millfeed, $39 ton, 
is the highest ever recorded in this mar- 
ket. Feed is in such demand that mills 
say they are not attempting to fill all 
orders. Soft winter patent, in jute, was 
quoted this week at $8.80, which is 10c 
higher than a week ago. No. 2 wheat 
brought $1.82, an increase of 8c for the 
week, 
J. M. Pearson. 





Canal Traffic in December 


The cargo carried through the Panama 
Canal in December, 1916, aggregated 
547,683 tons of 2,240 lbs. This amount 
exceeds the total for November, 1916, but 
does not equal the amount for October, 
the totals for these months being 519,043 
and 647,893 tons, respectively. Of the 
December cargo 241,987 tons were carried 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean, 
and 305,696 from the Pacific to the At- 
lantic. 

The total net tonnage of the ships in 
December was 483,814, according to the 
rules for measurement for the Panama 
Canal—261,181 tons from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific, and 222,633 from the Pacific 
to the Atlantic. 

The number of ships passing through 
the canal was 155, which has been exceed- 
ed but once since the reopening of the 
canal—in October, 1916, when the number 
was 158. Of the December vessels 82 
were bound from the Atlantic to the Pa- 
cific, and 73 from the Pacific to the At- 
lantic. 

With respect to nationality, British 
ships led with 63, followed by: American, 
37; Norwegian, 15; Chilean, 8; Peruvian, 
7; Dutch, 6; Japanese, 5; Danish, 4; 
Swedish and Costa Rican, each 3; Span- 
ish, 2; Cuban and Mexican, each 1. 

The tolls earned in December amounted 
to $447,015. Of this sum $231,778 was 
from ships passing from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific, and $215,237 from ships pass- 
ing from the Pacific to the Atlantic. The 
tolls on ships in the United States cvast- 
wise trade amounted to $8,027, collected 
wholly from ships bound from the Pacific 
to the Atlantic, there being no tolls paid 
by coastwise vessels going in the opposite 
direction. 
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OCEAN SAILINGS RESUMED 

Shipping conditions have been very 
much upset this week, although at, the 
close there was promise of improvement. 
The middle of the week, information was 
received that preparations were in prog- 
ress for the sailing of Dutch vessels, and 
this was announced on Friday. Two 
sailed on Thursday from Norfolk. The 
arrangements completed are that the ves- 
sels will stop at Halifax for examination, 
following the action of the Danish 
steamship which took the German ambas- 
sador. ‘They will then pass north of the 
Faroe Islands, hugging the Norwegian 
coast and avoiding the war zone. 

Danish and Norwegian vessels are also 
expected to resume sailings at an early 
date, and adjustment of the Scandina- 
vian sailings will presently be made. No 
change is reported in the conditions af- 
fecting American sailings, although sev- 
eral American ships have cleared for the 
war zone, regardless of conditions. 

The resumption of sailings will ma- 
terially relieve the situation in the East. 
In the two weeks’ holdup there has been 
a good deal of freight accumulated for 
the neutral vessels and the American 
boats, causing some congestion at the 
eastern terminals and affecting the move- 
ment forward from the interior. The 
loading of the English boats has con- 
tinued uninterrupted, save as it has been 
affected by the delay in arrivals from the 
West. 

A man in high position with the Eng- 
lish interests stated during the-week that, 
as far as he knew, there had been no 
holdup of any British boat as a result of 
the war conditions, excepting the delays 
incident to the present American traffic 
conditions and the delay in bringing 
goods forward from the interior. 

A prominent railroad official said, on 
Saturday, that there is no congestion at 
New York of grain or other commodities, 
although there is a holdup as regards the 
neutral boats which cannot sail. A large 
number of vessels are expected to load 
and sail shortly. A number are loading, 
or to be loaded, next week for the allies, 
and also two Belgian Relief boats. The 
whole trouble is still with the West. 
There is no change in the interior, al- 
though it is hoped that the proposed 
plan will work out satisfactorily. 

Arrangements were made during the 
week by the Belgian Relief for the re- 
sumption of loadings of their boats. The 
embargo on loading of provisions and 
grain for Belgium was lifted, large 
amounts of provisions were ordered for- 
ward from the West, and the loading of 
grain and flour was also expected to be 
pushed. The announcement made yester- 
day that the American interests would be 
permitted to supervise the work in Bel- 
gium was received with satisfaction. 


THE FLOUR MARKET 


The flour market this week has been 
demoralized by the violent changes in 
wheat and also the developments in the 
traffic conditions. The announcement, 
Friday morning, that the railroads had 
agreed to move 15 trains weekly from 
Minneapolis and contiguous territory 
with wheat and flour to the eastern mar- 
kets tended to allay apprehension. There 
is a moderately fair supply of flour here, 
and the big jobbers have not been wor- 
ried by the conditions which have de- 
veloped. 

Spot prices are firm and there is no 
special evidence of pressure. Condi- 
tions in the country are in some localities 


reported very bad. High prices are being 
obtained, and in some localities deliveries 
are so much behind that there is almost 
a famine. The new export business has 
not been important. Small lots are being 
picked up from time to time, and toward 
the close of the week a report was cur- 
rent that the Dutch would be in the mar- 
ket within a few days to buy flour for 
spring shipment. 
BRITISH IMPORTS 


The arrangements being made to con- 
trol. the British and allies’ imports of 
different articles are understood to be 
making excellent progress. The an- 
nouncement shortly to be made by Lloyd 
George will outline this, but the propo- 
sition has*been under consideration for 
several weeks. 

Those in close touch with the conditions 
state that there has been a large specu- 
lative profit in importing articles not-im- 
mediately needed, or not needed in the 
quantity imported. These imports natu- 
rally took up a great deal of cargo and 
storage room. The situation in Liverpool 
a short time ago was said to be so con- 
gested that cotton and tobacco were 
hauled several miles from the docks and 
stored in almost any available place in 
order to get under a roof. It is expected 
that all unnecessary imports will be 
eliminated, so that extra supplies of other 
articles, particularly foodstuffs and 
munitions, can be forwarded. 


FREIGHT EMBARGO 

The embargo of the western railroads 
against the eastbound movement of grain 
has made a_ very serious condition 
throughout the country. Instance after 
instance is mentioned where there is an 
almost complete absence of supplies of 
foodstuffs, resulting in abnormal prices 
and serious losses. The local conditions 
were influenced by the holding up of the 
neutral sailings, but this will shortly be 
changed by the resumption of the sail- 
ings of neutral boats, which has already 
begun. The arrangements perfected at 
Washington, whereby a certain number of 
trainloads of flour and grain are to be 
moved from the interior every week to 
eastern points, will remedy the condition 
to a large extent. 


NOTES 

Flemming Bang, Copenhagen, Den- 
mark, who is in this country for the pur- 
pose of arranging mill connections, left 
for the West Friday night. 

There was a sale of 75,000 sacks flour 
reported made this week to the allied 
governments of Europe, and while this 
report in its entirety could not be veri- 
fied, there was sufficient verification to 
warrant the belief that such a sale was 
made. It is generally thought that the 
bulk of this business was secured by 
Canadian mills. 


The new storage rules recently pro- 
posed by the railroads, which involved a 
charge of 56c for 60 days’ storage of a 
barrel of flour, was bitterly opposed by 
the New York flour trade, and every ef- 
fort made to have them suspended, pend- 
ing an investigation by the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. The commission 
has agreed to a suspension until June 1. 

Among millers visiting New York this 
week were J.'B. Nicholson, manager Kaw 
Milling Co., Topeka, Kansas; T. Morgan 
Bowen, manager Hecker-Jones-Jewell 
Milling Co., Buffalo; W. V. Hamilton, 
Caledonia, N. Y; W. P. Fisher, sales- 
manager Fisher Flouring Mills Co., Se- 
attle, Wash; W. E. McGaw, Winnipeg, 
Man., and Ellsworth Huffman, Standard 
Cereal Co., Chillicothe, Ohio. 





The compilation of world’s wheat and 
flour stocks by the Chicago Trade Bul- 
letin shows a total of 308,490,000 bus on 
Feb. 1, against 276,341,000 a year ago. 


BALTIMORE 

Baitimore, Mp., Feb. 17.—Flour was 
comparatively steady and quiet all the 
week. Prices moved up and down with 
the grain,.but closed little different from 
previous quotations. The one absorbing 
theme of the trade was the transporta- 
tion question, some buyers looking for a 
famine and abnormally high prices unless 
receipts were quickly forthcoming, but 
it was pointed out that there were too 
many mills accessible to Baltimore by 
motor power for local —- ever to get 
much above a relative basis. 

Trading was light, and confined prin- 
cipally to favorite brands of springs and 
near-by soft winter straights milled in 
conformity with the foreign extraction 
requirement. Offerings were good of 
hard winters and fair of springs, but 
small of soft winters. This section of 
the country is full of wheat, but the 
farmers are holding it for the top that 
never comes. 

Springs were unchanged and slow, with 
fancy short patents closing nominally at 
$8.85@9; standard patents, $8.60@8.75; 
long patents, straights and cut-straights, 
$8.30@8.45; first clears, $7.60@7.85; sec- 
ond clears, $6.95@7.45,—98-lb cattons or 
140-lb jutes, and 20@30c more in wood. 
Trading was light, and included mainly 
top patent at $9.25, wood, or $8.95, cot- 
ton, and some standard stock around 
$8.60, cotton. The lower qualities were 
in ample sufficiency. 

Soft winters were steady and quiet, 
with patents nominally closing at $8.30@ 
8.55, wood, 20@30c less in saeks, 40@45c 
less in bulk or buyer’s package; near-by 
straights, $7.40@7.55; western, $7.50@ 
7.60,—bulk or buyer’s sacks, 10@1l5c 
more in cotton or jute, 40@45c more in 
wood. Exporters bought about 5,000 bbls 
straight, including both 95 per cent and 
“extraction variety,” at $7.15@7.50, bulk, 
as to quality. Patent was out of it. 

Hard winters were easier and neglect- 
ed, with patents at the close quoted 
nominally at $8.85@9; straights, $8.60@ 
8.75; clears, $7.70@7.95,—98-lb cottons or 
140-lb jutes, or 20@30c more in wood. 
No business was in evidence, although a 
leading brand of short patent was offered 
midweek as low as $8.65, cotton. Some 
have an idea that the larger bakers have 
done their buying for the crop year. 

Receipts of flour for the week, 44,886 
bbls; clearances, none. 


NOTES 

Number of steamers bound for’ Bal- 
timore, 105; number now in port, loading 
or waiting to load, 67. 

Grain exports from here this week were 
1,476,768 bus—173,394 wheat, 652,159 
corn and 651,215 oats. 

It is reported that the bakery of Isaac 
Silver, East Lombard Street, was dam- 
aged $500 by fire last Sunday morning. 

Last Tuesday, the temperature dropped 
to zero and hung around there, but this 
was later followed by a heavy snowfall 
which has given the wheatfields splendid 
protection. 

Receipts of new southern wheat from 
June 20, 1916, to Feb. 17, 1917, 1,373,047 
bus; same time last year, 1,561,950. 
Range of prices last week, $1.55@1.861,; 
year ago, $1@1.32. 

Receipts of new southern corn from 
Oct. 21, 1916, to Feb. 17, 1917, 217,854 
bus; corresponding period last year, 151,- 
374. Range of prices last week, $1.10@ 
1.15; last year, 77@82c. 

It is stated that 35 steamers, loaded 
with grain, munitions and other supplies 
for the allies, assembled off the Virginia 
capes early in the week preparatory to 
being convoyed across the ocean by a 
fleet of warships, 


The directors of the Chamber of Com- 
merce have re-elected the following flour 
committee for the current year: A. W. 
Mears, chairman; J. Ross Myers, H. S. 
Belt, Charles H. Gibbs, William H. 
Hayward, Joseph C. Legg and Charles 
H. Dorsey. 

Visitors on ’change this week were John 
J. Schulte, of George J. Schulte & Co., 
grain, St. Louis; D. C. Hunter, general 
agent freight department Chicago Great 
Western Railroad, Philadelphia; C. W. 
Shaw, of James Fulton & Sons, grain, 
Stewartstown, Pa; E. Z. Bowman, of 
Bowman Bros., millers, Germantown, Md. 


W. R. Wiest, a local steamship man, 
has been appointed traffic manager of the 


° 
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Baltimore & South American Navigation 
Co., an enterprise just started here by 
Christoffer Hannevig, of Norway, who 
is building a number of steamers in local 
shipyards. Mr. Wiest has already as- 
sumed his duties in the offices of the new 
company in the Chamber of Commerce. 
Cartes H. Dorsey. 





BUFFALO 

Burrato, N. Y., Feb. 17.—It was noi 
a dead week in flour trade by any means, 
and there are hopes of big improvement 
near the close of the month or during 
the early part of March. Millers ar 
compelled to turn down all orders fo. 
quick shipment, owing to traffic conditions. 

It seems strange that buyers have not 
heeded the advice of the mills here to 
send in their orders and get flour moving 
For two months they have been trying to 
beat that into the jobber, the baker and 
the grocer, but no, attention’ was paid, 
and now all hands are crying for quick 
shipment. 

There was a good inquiry for spring 
patents and quite a fair business, all in 
small lots, when sellers would shade th 
price below the advance of 75c generally 
asked. First and second clears, particu 
larly the former, were wanted, and th 
mills could have sold a much larger quan 
tity if quick shipment could have bee 
guaranteed. Low-grade flour was quiet. 
but the mills seem to be sold ahead and 
have advanced prices sharply. Red dog 
was quoted at $2@3 advance for thi 
week. 

Winter wheat representatives here ar 
doing very little in any grade at the ad 
vance of 30c bbl on last week’s prices 
Quotations at the close were: short win 
ter patent, $9; standard, $8.80; pastry. 
$8.40,—in wood, track, Buffalo. 

Rye flour quiet and fairly steady. No 
1, $8.10; straights, $7.70; dark, $7.70,—in 
wood, track, Buffalo. 

Millfeeds are so scarce that buyers ar 
taking more flour than they actually 
need in order to get a fair amount of 
feed in mixed cars. ‘Besides this, they are 
willing to pay an advance over last week 
of $1.50 for bran or middlings and $38@1 
for the heavier feeds. There is no chance 
of getting straight carloads this month, 
and nothing is offered for next month's 
shipment. The mills are so far sold ahead 
that December orders, in some cases, have 
not yet been filled and other buyers are 
clamoring for, later shipment. 

While everybody admits that prices are 
extremely high, a further advance is 
looked for on all kinds of feeds. Sonx 
mills report bids at more than quotations 
for bran and middlings, prompt ship 
ment, in carloads. 

Corn-meal coarse feed millers say th: 
demand shows a steady increase at th 
advanced prices. Hominy feed in fait 
supply, and only steady. Gluten feed 
firm, with a good demand. Cottonsee«| 
meal offered quite freely, and demand 
only fair. Oil meal firm; light offering 
here, but buyers not anxious for supplies. 

Kafir corn is offered at $2.70 per 100 
lbs, bulk, track, Buffalo. 

Buckwheat quiet at $3 per 100 lbs, 
bulk, track, Buffalo. Buckwheat flour 
quiet at $5.75 per 100 lbs in small paper 


ags. 

Rolled oats active and strong. Oat 
hulis, reground, sacked, are quoted at 
$24, track, Buffalo. 

THE OUTPUT 

The output of the miils in this distric! 
for the week was 101,900 bbls, represent 
ing 61 per cent of capacity, compare 
with 96,900, or 58 per cent, last werk. 
132,700, or 80 per cent,.a year ago, 124, 
500, or 91 per cent, in 1915, 108,200, or 
79 per cent, in 1914, and 106,570, or 77 
per cent, in 1913. 

: NOTES 

Farrar Tilney, of the General Baking 
Co., New York, was in Buffalo today. 

Stocks of wheat here in store and 
afloat are 14,100,000 bus, of which 11,- 
200,000 are Canadian. 

Brokers are paying the duty on quite 
a fair amount of Canadian wheat, and it 
is going into consumption in this part ot 
the state. 

The George Urban Milling Co. ha: 
issued its annual table of the highest and 
lowest prices for wheat for 50 years; also 
a neat calendar. 

Charles Betts, of A. E. Betts & Son, 
grain, Forest, Ind., and F. M. Anderson, 
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of the Hales & Edwards Grain Co., Chi- 
cago, were on ’change last week. 

The elevators here are taking only 
small quantities from vessels, as cars are 
scarce and, when loaded, it is difficult to 
move them, owing to weather conditions. 

Embargoes have been declared on all 
roads here, and it is reported that 20,000 
cars of loaded freight are held up in 
vards and outside points. Relief is 
promised, as the weather has moderated. 

c. O. R. Bell, of Bill, Bell & Co, 
millers, Ogdensburg, N. Y., says the fail- 
ire of the railroads to move cars is hav- 
ing a serious effect on the milling busi- 
ness, and a famine in feedstuffs is likely, 
‘s the corn supply at that point is. ex- 
hausted. Grain ordered last November 
ind the first of December has not yet 
irrived, 

E. BANGASSER. 





NASHVILLE 

NasuviLte, Tenn., Feb. 17.—Business 
in the southeastern territory has been 
slow and hand to mouth this week. Mills 
hooked occasional car-lot orders, but no 
uterest was manifested in large amounts. 
rhere are no indications that buyers will 
it any early date anticipate requirements 
on any large scale, and it seems to be the 
impression that business will be confined 
\o necessities until another season opens. 
Shipping instructions were fairly active. 
rhe traffic situation seems to be getting 
worse, 

llour prices were generally steady to a 
shade higher. While millers were eager 
for business, they showed little dispo- 
sition to conform to fluctuations in wheat 
from day to day. Operating margins are 

‘id to be too low at present. Quotations 
ire as follows: best or short soft winter 
wheat patents, in cotton, f.o.b. Ohio 
River, $9.35@9.60; standard or regular 
patents, $8.50@8.60; long patents, 1l5c 
under standard; low-grades, 30@50c un- 
der standard. 

Rehandlers report some small sales of 
Minnesota and Kansas flours, though 
business is quiet. Quotations: spring 
wheat patents, jute, delivered Nashville, 
s8.70@9; hard winter patents, $8.30@ 
8.60. 

Wheat was stronger this week, though 
there was not much activity in the move- 
ment, Interest continues in the prob- 
able damage by the recent freeze in Ten- 
nessee and Kentucky. No, 2 red wheat 
is quoted at $1.90@1.95. 

Millfeed continues very strong, and 
with the mills running on short time, 
none of them are in position to promise 
immediate shipments. Quotations: wheat 
bran, ton, 100-lb bags, f.o.b. Ohio River, 
$33.50@35; mixed feed, $35@37; stand- 
ird middlings, $38@40. 

Corn and products rule strong, and the 
market has not been greatly affected by 
the fluctuations of wheat. Prices are 
now around the high mark of the season, 
with No. 2 yellow quoted at Nashville at 
51.09, No. 2 white at $1.0814, and other 
vrades 1@2c lower. Bolted corn meal 
has advanced 10c per 96-lb bag, being 
quoted at $2.30, with fair demand. 


OUTPUT 


Nashville and outside mills, with a 
capacity of 147,300 bbls, showed an out- 
put this week of 79,478, or 53.9 per cent 
of capacity. This compares with 81,504 
bbls and 56 per cent last week, 63.4 per 
ent the same week last year, 72.6 in 
i915, 58.5 in 1914, 61.5 in 1913, and 60.1 

1 1912, 

STOCKS 

Stocks, with comparison, as reported 

‘hrough the Nashville Grain Exchange: 


Feb, 17 Feb. 10 

ir, bbls 41,800 47,800 

it, bus .. 807,500 296,500 

rn, bus + 203,000 209,000 
ats, bus 364,000 426,000 





NOTES 

Receipts of grain at Nashville this 
week, 114 cars. 

W. M. Daniels is reported considering 
establishing a flour mill at Lonoke, Ark. 
John C. Shofner, of the American 
Flour & Grain Co., Nashville, is in Tam- 
pa, Fla. 
_ The Farmers’ Co-operative Feed Mill 
Co. has been organized at Gentian, near 
Columbus, Ga., with W. L. Miller, presi- 
dent; J. Clinton Moon, secretary, R. F. D. 
No. 1, Columbus. 


The Franklin (Ky.) Elevator & Ware- 





house Co. has resumed operation, and will 


handle grain, flour ‘and other products. 
Frank Ditbenner, C. H. Caudill, and R. 
P. Hite are back of the company. 

E. M. Kelly, of the Liberty Mills, 
president of the Southeastern Millers’ 
Association; J. B. McLemore, secretary, 
and J. T. Roberts, chief inspector at 
Nashville, will go to Chicago next week 
to attend a conference on wheat grades. 

Joun Lerrrr. 





ROCHESTER 

Rocuester, N. Y., Feb. 17.—The flour 
output of the Rochester mills this week 
was 9,900 bbls, of which 6,500 were spring 
wheat flour. This represented 49 per 
cent of capacity, compared with 9,400, or 
47 per cent, last week, 12,800, or 63 per 
cent, a year ago, and 11,500, or 58 per 
cent, two years ago. 

Millers this week experienced difficulty 
in obtaining wheat, coal, cars and orders. 
As a result, a generally unsatisfactory 
state of affairs prevailed in the trade. 
There seemed to be a little better in- 
quiry, but the amount of business trans- 
acted was small. Shipping directions 
came in slowly. 

Prices were firmly held. Spring pat- 
ents sold at $9.75@9.85, wood, Boston, 
but only in small lots. ‘There was a light 
supply of spring clears, and prices were 
firm. Sales ranged $8.75@9.35, wood, 
Boston. 

Abnormal traffic conditions militated 
against trade in winter wheat flours. 
Mills had trouble getting grain. Little 
was brought in by farmers, and that 
ordered in Buffalo the middle of January 
has not arrived yet. Sales of winter 
straights were made at $8.40@8.50, wood, 
Boston. 

Rye flour ruled firm. Demand was 
moderate, and sales were at $7.80@7.85, 
wood, Boston. New York paid $7.50 in 
sacks, New York. Shipping directions 
were slow. 

Graham flour was quiet. There was no 
car-lot business, but a few mixed cars 
were sold. ‘The best was quoted at $7.30 
@7.40, wood, Boston. Entire wheat flour 
was 50c bbl higher, a few sales being 
made at $9.50, wood, Boston. 

Milder weather was reflected in a fall- 
ing off in demand for buckwheat flour. 
Jobbers obtained $6 per 100 Ibs in 5-lb 
paper sacks. Stocks here are light, and 
the feeling is firm. 

Millfeeds were higher and strong, mills 
being able to get almost any price they 
asked. Sales of spring bran were made 
as high as $40@41, in 100’s, Boston. 
Mills would not sell ahead any further 
until they made more, and ,with fodder 
scarce and the supply of other feeds 
light, it is expected that bran will go 
higher. 

Due to better inquiry, spring middlings 
took another jump, ranging $42@43, in 
100’s, Boston. Winter wheat middlings 
sold at $43, and rye feed at $35, in 100’s, 
Rochester. 

NOTES 

William Schmidt, of the Van Vechten 
Milling Co., reports business fairly good. 

Fred Lapple, who operates a large 
bakery here, has bought the baking plant 
of the late William J. Schulz. 

Bituminous coal was so scarce this 
week that one of the interior mills had 
to close down for a few days. 

Messrs. Shalit and Lewis, of the Para- 
mount Flour, Mill & Grain Co., Boston, 
called at the Van Vechten mill this week. 

The annual banquet of the Rochester 
Bakers’ Exchange, which was held at 
Hotel Rochester last week, was a great 
success. It was attended by about 300 
bakers, flour salesmen and others. Bak- 
ers were here from Buffalo, Syracuse 
and New York. 

R. J. Arxkrns. 





The Wheat Supply Short 

J. W. Craig, of Shane Bros, & Wilson 
Co., Philadelphia, after referring to wide 
fluctuations in wheat, comments: 

Boats are being sunk at such an alarm- 
ing rate that we are not surprised that 
steamship owners are holding their ves- 
sels in port until such time as some pro- 
tection is afforded or the risk diminished. 

Unless mail steamers are dispatched, 
bills of exchange covering wheat and flour 
shipments will be difficult of sale, as 
banks will be unwilling to pay for the 
exchange unless they have some assurance 
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that the documents will reach the other 
side. The number of days in transit is 
usually calculated to a nicety, and rates 
are always based on the length of time 
they are out the use of their money. 

Unless our government devises some 
way of giving safe-conduct to steamships, 
there is no likelihood of an advance in 
wheat prices. Indeed, it is an evidence 
of the fundamental strength of the situ- 
ation that the price has receded only a 
few cents from the high point reached in 
its recent rebound from the $1.50 level a 
week ago. 


PITTSBURGH 
Prrrssurcu, Pa., Feb. 17.—This week 
the trade has been more interested in 
getting transit flour delivered to it than 
in taking on additional contracts. The 
total volume of new sales reported was 
very small, and limited mostly to single 
cars for shipment “soon as_ possible.” 
Several of the large bakers were forced 
to call upon the jobbers here for flour to 
tide them over until their own cars arrive. 
Fortunately, the jobbers have a good 
supply in stock but, unless the freight 
congestion is relieved soon, the abnormal 
demand from car-lot buyers for local lots 
will soon deplete these stocks. 

Two of the larger macaroni factories 
in local territory were closed this week 
for the lack of durum products, and will 
remain closed until their transit cars are 
delivered to them. 

Shipping directions on old contracts 
were reported good. 

Springs range today, for patents, $8.80 
@9.10 bbl, 49-lb paper bags; straights, 
$8.65@8.85, cotton. 

Kansas hard winters range, for pat- 
ents, $8.60@9 bbl, 49-lb paper bags; 
straights, $8.40@8.80, cotton. 

Millfeed prices here are nominal only, 
as dealers have no unsold spot cars to 
offer and transit cars have been sold to 
arrive. Millfeed stocks are low, and an 
unsold spot car would bring fancy prices. 
Mills were not offering feed in straight 
cars, on account of the scarcity of cars 
that would move east. Bran is quoted at 
$37.50; standard middlings, $37.50; white 
middlings, $40@42; red dog, $45,—all in 
sacks. 

Ear corn receipts were light and far 
below requirements, and prices were 4c 
higher. Forty-three cars shelled corn ar- 
rived this week, and this would be ample 
for requirements under ordinary condi- 
tions, but on account of embargoes, buy- 
ers were purchasing more liberally than 
usual, and prices were 3c higher. Ear 
corn, No. 2 yellow, was quoted at $1.14@ 
1.15 bu; shelled corn, No. 2 yellow, $1.14 
@1.15, 

Oats were higher, due to light receipts. 
No. 2 white were quoted at 673, @68c. 

Receipts for the week ending Friday 
were: millfeed, 4 cars; ear corn, 6; 
shelled corn, 43; oats, 39. 


NOTES 

Jobbers held established Minneapolis 
brands flour to the grocery trade at $9@ 
9.60 bbl, 49-Ib paper bags. 

S. J. Forsht, flour and feed, Juniata, 
Pa., died recently, and the business will 
be continued by the family under the 
same name. 

Lee F. Graybill, manager the Warwick 
Co., Massillon, Ohio, was here this week 
calling on the trade with Edward May & 
Sons, who represent the mill locally, 

K. B. Seeds, from the United States 
Department of Agriculture, was here this 
week calling on Mr. Cox, the local gov- 
ernment inspector. He also visited the 
local grain exchange. 

James Stephenson, proprietor Acme 
Baking Co., Bentleyville, Pa., is building 
a modern bakery at Charleroi, Pa., and 
expects to have it completed by April 1. 
The bakery at Bentleyville will be oper- 
ated as a branch of the new plant. 

In an effort to relieve the present 
freight congestion on its lines, the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad has appointed two 
men from the transportation department 
of each of its lines to work together and 
be known as the Pennsylvania Joint Em- 
bargo Commission. W. A. Low. 


An official estimate places the yield of 
wheat of the Commonwealth of Australia 
at 139,392,000 bus, against 187,120,000 
last year. The old wheat remaining over 
on Jan. 1 is estimated at about 80,100,000 
bus. 
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PHILADELPHIA 

Puitapecputa, Pa., Feb. 17.—The flour 
market developed a firmer tone this 
week, and toward the close there was 
considerable increase in the demand for 
spot goods. Fairly liberal sales of spring 
patent were made at $8.50@8.75, wood, 
and hhow there are few holders willing to 
accept less than $8.90. Spot stocks are 
relatively stronger than stuff to arrive, 
for the reason that jobbers and bakers 
are reluctant to purchase stuff for future 
deliveries, because of the difficulties of 
transportation. ‘The local supply is be- 
coming steadily reduced, but a good deal 
of stuff delayed on the way is expected 
to get in soon, as the railroads have de- 
termined to move flour as promptly as 
possible, in order to prevent a Shortage 
of supplies. 

FLOUR EMBARGO RELIEF 

Steps taken by the railroads to over- 
come car shortage and other causes ot 
freight tie-ups have reassured the repre- 
sentatives of local shipping and business 
interests, who for a time feared that 
freight congestion might develop here. It 
is stated by the Pennsylvania and Read- 
ing roads that the general embargo on 
all export freight to New York, Phila- 
delphia and Baltimore will be continued, 
with the exception of consignments to 
vessels with regular sailings to neutral 
countries. 

There is a continuance of the absolute 
embargo on export shipments of grain, 
which is not included among the excep- 
tions, but both railroads will accept any 
export freight consigned to shippers who 
can show that they have facilities for the 
prompt handling of shipments at the 
terminal points. The number of freight- 
cars in Philadelphia and vicinity is esti- 
mated at 6,000, and this is said to be 
normal, 

According to C. Herbert Bell, vice- 
president of the Quaker City Flour Mills 
Co., the railroads’ decision to place a 
temporary embargo on export freight and 
to move flour into Philadelphia and other 
eastern cities as rapidly as possible will 
relieve this city of any fear of a flour 
shortage. 

NOTES 

Exports of wheat since Jan. 1, 4,050,- 
978 bus, against 5,482,512 for the same 
time last year. ~ 

Among the visitors on ’change this 
week were J. O. Laird, of the Updike 
Milling Co., Omaha, and E. C. Dreyer, 
of the Dreyer Commission Co., St. Louis. 

The Parkway Baking Co., of this city, 
has been chartered, with an authorized 
capital of $100,000. The incorporators 
are F. R. Hansell, Philadelphia, and 
George H. B. Martin and S. C. Seymour, 
Camden, N. J. 

Fears are expressed that the winter 
grain crops in this locality will be a par- 
tial failure this year, as the fields have 
been bare the greater part of the winter, 
and the repeated rains, followed by light 
snows and thaws, and then by zero weath- 
er for days and weeks, froze out the 
tender grain in the ground. 

Robert D. Work, formerly a_ grain 
merchant of this city, died on Thursday 
morning after a short illness. He was 
first associated with Edward Drouin in 
the firm of Work and Drouin, which 
afterwards became R. D. Work & Co. 
Mr. Work retired from business 25 years 
ago with a large fortune. He was presi- 
dent of the Commercial Exchange in 
1885. He was 86 years old, and is sur- 
vived by one son, Milton C. Work. 

SamuEz S. Daniets. 


Extraordinary Prices for Ships 

Lloyd’s has issued particulars of the 
vessels sold during the last quarter of 
1916, and some of the prices mentioned 
are more extraordinary than any yet re- 
ported. For instance, the Kaifuku Maru 
was built in 1892 and was sold in 1907 for 
£9,000. It has just been resold for 
£150,000. The steamer Hercules was 
built in 1903 at a cost of £42,000, was 
sold in 1904 for £32,250, and has now 
been resold for £260,000. The Gozan 
Maru, built in 1898, was sold in 1913 for 
£24,500, and has now been resold for 
£175,000. A very old boat, the Miaoulis, 
of 4,450 tons, built in 18938, was sold in 
1905 for £15,000, in 1907 for £15,500, 
and is reported by Lloyd’s to have realized 
the sum of £118,500. 
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LECTURE ON RUST 

Professor A. H. Buller, botanist of the 
University of Manitoba, delivered a 
fascinating popular lecture on Friday 
evening on the subject of rust in wheat, 
profusely illustrated with models, dia- 
grams, drawings, lantern slides and speci- 
mens. The lecturer seemed very hopeful 
that this pest would ultimately be brought 
under control, but admitted that the task 
of discovering a remedy is highly diffi- 
cult. The damage to wheat crops from 
rust in western Canada in 1916 was 
placed at upward of $100,000,000. 

The immediate practical suggestion of 
the lecturer was that a chair in plant 
pathology be established in one of the 
Manitoba colleges for the study of this 
and other agricultural problems, and 
that Manitoba should co-operate with 
Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Montana and all other interested states 
and provinces in finding and applying a 
remedy for this most destructive plant 
disease. 





THE FLOUR SITUATION 

The market for Manitoba and Ontario 
is quiet. The congestion of railway 
traffic continues to have a depressing in- 
fluence on all business, Some mills are 
at a standstill. 

The ocean freight situation does not 
show much improvement. There is some 
inquiry for export, but British importers 
require a definite shipping date, which 
exporters here say is impossible to give. 
Little export business, therefore, is done. 
Manitoba springs to comply with British 
regulations are quoted at 59s 6d per 280 
Ibs in 140-lb bags, ec.i.f. leading British 
ports; Ontario winters, 56s. 

Brokers are quoting $7.15@7.25, in 
jute bags, for 90 per cent patents, and $7 
for export Ontario winter flour in bulk at 
seaboard. Local quotations, per bbl: 
Spring patents, firsts .........+se-ee0s $9.50 


Spring patents, seconds ..........++++. 9.00 
Spring first clears .....---esceceeceees 8.60 
Spring second clears .......-.-seeeee% 9.10 
Winter and spring blends............. 8.60 
Winter 90 per cents .....-cceeccseeeee 8.10 


All delivered in 98-lb bags, mixed-car lots, 
Ontario country points. 


MILLFEED SCARCE 
Inquiry for millfeed is good, but little 
is offering. As in all other markets, the 
lack of railway facilities holds up sup- 
plies. Straight cars of shorts showed a 
rise of $1; mixed cars of bran and shorts, 
$2. Quotations: bran, $35 ton; shorts, 
$41; feed flour, $2.70@2.80 per bag,— 
straight cars, f.o.b. Ontario points. Mixed 
cars bran, $35; shorts, $38. 


WINTER WHEAT QUIET 


Business in winter wheat is quiet and 
unsteady. Prices show a further tend- 
ency to rise. No. 2 red or white is quot- 
ed at $1.73@1.75 bu, in cars, on-track, 
country points. Farmers’ loads at mill 
doors, $1.65@1.68. 

Manitoba No. 1 northern is quoted at 
$1.92; No. 2 northern, $1.89; Ne. 3 north- 
ern, $1.84,—on track, Bay ports. 

OATMEAL ACTIVE 

A fair amount of business was done in 
oatmeal. Prices are firm. Quotations: 
rolled oats, $3.45 per bag of 90 lbs, 
mixed-car lots, at Ontario points; oat- 
meal in $8lb bags, 10 per cent over 
rolled oats. 

The British government was in the 
market for oatmeal to a considerable ex- 
tent this week. Otherwise, export busi- 
ness in rolled oats and oatmeal is prac- 


tically at a standstill. Prices are hardly 
worth quoting. Rolled oats, 68s per 280 
Ibs in 140-lb bags, c.i.f. leading British 
ports; pinhead oatmeal, 66s. 
a oat hulls, $28 ton in bags, 
car » Ontario country points or 
Montreal. 3 
COARSE GRAINS FAIRLY ACTIVE 

There is good inquiry for coarse grains, 
but supplies are scarce. Only a fair 
amount of business resulted. Quotations: 
No. 2 white Ontario oats, 63@65c bu; 
malting barley, $1.20@1.22; rye, $1.40@ 
1.42; peas, $2.45; buckwheat, $1.28 (nom- 
inal),—in car lots, on track, country 
points. No. 2 Canadian western oats, 
delivered Ontario points, 73c. American 
No. 3 yellow. corn, $1.14 bu. 


NORMAN 8. JONES 


The subject of the accompanying 
photograph is Norman S. Jones, of 
Seneca Jones & Son, Hamilton, Ont., who 
specialize in Canadian flour mill insur- 
ance. Mr. Jones is widely known in the 
Canadian milling trade, and his firm con- 
trols a considerable portion of the mill 





Norman S. Jones 


insurance business of Ontario and the 
western provinces. Prior to the establish- 
ment of this partnership, Seneca Jones 
was for more than 30 years secretary- 
treasurer of the Canadian Millers’ Mutual 
Fire Insurance Co., a concern which he 
helped to build from the smallest begin- 
nings to its present place among, the 
largest of millers’ mutuals. . 

The present partnership of this father 
and son is a straight agency business, in 
which a number of the best fire insurance 
companies on this continent are repre- 
sented. Milling business is the only line 
undertaken. By careful personal inspec- 
tion and study a fund of knowledge re- 
lating to this particular class of risks has 
been obtained which is of the greatest 
value to all the companies and insurers 
concerned. Risks have been classified, 
precautions against fire devised and rates 
reduced in a manner that would not have 
been possible in any other way. As a re- 
sult, the mill insurance business of Can- 
ada is now on a sounder basis all round 
than at any previous time. 

NOTES 

Sterling exchange is quoted at $4.75 
for 60-day paper. 

The only pes that ocean space is avail- 
able to at the moment is Liverpool. This 
ie quoted at the rate of 75@80c per 100. 

Andrew Kelly, president of the West- 


ern Canada Flour Mills Co., Ltd., has 
returned home, after a short visit in 
Toronto. 


WESTERN CANADA 

Winnirec, Man., Feb. 17.—A moder- 
ately good trade has been done in flour 
this week. Millers find the total volume 
of their orders considerably better than 
in previous years, which is probably due 
to the fact that buyers did not stock up 
last fall as they usually do. Prices were 
too high in October to encourage much 
forward buying. Most of the trade now 
being done is for local and western ac- 
count, as shipment to eastern Canada 
and exporting are well-nigh impossible 
at present. 

There were no changes in Winnipeg 
prices during the week. Top patents are 
still quoted at $9, seconds at $8.50, and 
first clears at $7.60, all net, per bbl in 
bags, delivered to the retail trade in 
mixed-car lots at Manitoba points. 

Millfeed is piling up in all parts of 
western Canada. Mills have plenty of 
eastern orders to take care of supplies, 
but are without the means of making de- 
livery. The rail situation is very bad. 
Today’s net prices to Manitoba points, in 
100-lb sacks, straight- or mixed-car lots, 
per ton, were: bran, $28; shorts, $30; 
special middlings, $86; red dog or feed 
flour, $42; oil cake, $48. 

Rolled oats are selling freely in all 
parts of the West, and some eastern and 
export business could be had if the means 
of shipment were at hand. Today’s price 
for rolled oats at country points is $3 
per 80-lb bag, delivered; granulated oat- 
meal, $3.75 per 98-lb bag. 

THE GRAIN MARKETS 

Wheat has held steady throughout the 
week. There were sha momentary 
movements on one or two days, but theses 
did not result in anything definite. Cash’ 
wheat is in good demand at all times. 
Milling interests are the largest buyers. 
Closing prices, in cents per bu, on each 
day, were: 





c———Cash——__, --Futures—, 
in 2n $n May July 


Feb. 12...... 170% 167% 162% 175% 172% 
Feb. 18...... 168% 165% 160% 172% 170% 
Feb. 14...... 167% 164% 159% 171% 169% 
Feb. 15...... 170% 167% 162% 174% 172% 
Feb. 16...... 170 167 162 178% 171% 
Feb. 17...... 170% 167% 162% 173% 171% 


All prices are on the basis of delivery in 
store at Fort William and Port Arthur. 


Oats have been in small but steady de- 
mand all week. Millers buy sparingly. 
Prices keep within a small compass. To- 
day No. 2 Canadian western closed at 
563,c bu, in store, Fort William, an ad- 
vance of 144c from previous Saturday. 

barley closed at 96c bu, Fort Wil- 
liam, an advance of Ic for the week. 

Cash flaxseed closed at $2.521%, bu, 
Fort William, a decline of 2%c for the 
week, 

TOTAL CANADIAN PRODUCTION 

Following is the Dominion govern- 
ment’s latest estimate of production of 
leading grain crops in all ada in the 
years named, in bus (000’s omitted) : 

1916 1915 1914 1913 


Wheat ...... 220,367 426,746 158,228 206,675 
Oats .....65- 351,174 523,684 311,426 391,418 
Barley ...... 41,318 60,699. 34,591 44,348 
Flaxseed .... 7,122 10,559 7,445 14,808 
RYO ..csseees 2,896 2,393 2,258 2,559 
Buckwheat... 5,976 7,865 9,159 7,600 
Peas .....++. 2,172 3,468 3,518 3,972 
Corn .....+.- 6,282 14,368 14,732 14,086 
NOTES 


C, E. Barnhart has opened in the grain 
business at a , trading as the 
Adanac Grain Co., ta y : 

The British government has placed or- 
ders for 500,000 80-lb bags of flour with 
various Manitoba milling companies. They 
are for the —— in France and else- 
where. The quality is export patent, -as 
this was known before the war, and not 


based on the new flour regulations of the 
British domestic trade. 

The National Service Board of Canada 
is arranging to supply farm labor this 
ear sufficient to insure a maximum of 
and under wheat and other grain crops. 
It is estimated that, with the assistance 
of an extra 15,000 men, most of whom 
will be taken from other occupations for 
the period of this work, an acreage ex- 
ceeding that of any previous year can be 
sown in the western provinces. Winnipe 





business men are rating in the 
work of organizing this farm labor move- 
ment. 
A. H. Battey. 
MONTREAL 


MonTreat, Que., Feb. 17.—A_ feature 

of the flour trade this week was the more 
urgent demand from English importers 
for spring wheat flour at an advance of 
Is@1s 6d per sack on previous sales re- 
ported. A large business could have been 
done for both near-by and future ship- 
ment if the ocean space had been ob- 
tainable, but as the offerings were limit- 
ed, millers could only accept orders for 
20,000 to 25,000 sacks at 57s@57s 6d sack 
for the Canadian export standard grade, 
for March shipment to Liverpool, Lon- 
don, Avonmouth and Leith, at a freight 
rate of 75c per 100 lbs, an advance of 
10c, 
Owing to the congested state of rail- 
way transportation, wheat has not been 
coming forward in sufficient quantities to 
meet millers’ requirements; consequently, 
most of the local mills were practically 
closed down this week. Domestic demand 
for spring wheat flour was steady and, 
as there was no scarcity of supplies on 
spot, a fair amount of business was done. 
The tone of the market was firm and 
prices unchanged, with sales of first pat- 
ents at $9.60, seconds at $9.10, and strong 
clears at $8.90 bbl in bags, and 30c more 
in ‘wood, in mixed-car lots, delivered to 
the trade. 

Winter wheat flour is unchanged, prices 
being very firm, owing to the limited 
supplies available on spot, for which de- 
mand is steady. Sales of 90 per cent 
patents were made at $8.50@8.80 bbl in 
wood, and at $4.10@4.25 per bag, in 
mixed-car lots, delivered to the trade. 

Owing to the scarcity of all lines of 
millf on spot, attributed to the diffi- 
pg, Boe getting supplies forward from 
the West, a very strong feeling prevailed, 
and prices advanced $2 ton. Demand is 
keen for all offerings, but buyers in 
many instances find it impossible to fill 
their wants. Bran is quoted at $35 ton, 
shorts at $38, and middlings at $40@42, 
including bags, in mixed-car lots, deliv- 
ered to the trade, but in spite of the 
above quotations bran sold at $36, shorts 
at $40, and flour middlings at $50. 

An unsettled feeling has developed in 
rolled oats; prices have ruled irregular. 
Sales of standard grades in broken lots 
were reported made this week at $2.95@ 
3.10 per bag of 90 lbs, delivered to the 
trade, with prices now quoted at $3.25@ 
3.35. 


There was considerable business done 
here in Manitoba wheat with the gov- 
ernment and local millers, Sales of 
round lots of No. 2 northern en route 
were made to the latter on Tuesday at 
13c bu over the Winnipeg May option, 
No. 3 northern at 8c bu over, and No. 4 
wheat at 2c bu under. 

A few inquiries were received from 
foreign buyers for oats and barley for 
late February and early March ship- 
ment. Cables from Leith bid 47s 6d@ 
48s per qr for No. 2 Canadian western 
oats, and London bid 47s, but up to the 
time of writing no business had resulted. 

A strong feeling prevailed in the local 
market for coarse grains, owing to the 
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limited supplies available on spot and 
urgent demand for the same. No. 2 
Canadian western oats advanced 3@4c, 
with sales of car lots at 75@76s bu, ex- 
store. American No. 3 yellow corn on 
spot sold at $1.30@1.32, which prices rep- 
resent 6@7e advance. 

Tuomas S. Barx. 





DULUTH-SUPERIOR 

DututH, Minn., Feb. 19.—Buyers 
gave flour scant attention last week, mills 
reporting sales light. The uncertainty of 
wheat and the acute car situation seem to 
curtail the demand. Many buyers have 
fair stocks or are carrying contracts, and 
for the time being they are indifferent. 
However, there are urgent requests for 
delivery. Mills find that with outside 
trade the situation is serious; much of 
their time is taken up in a struggle to 
get cars with which to fill contracts. 
Flour prices have advanced 10c bbl from 
a week 5 

The car shortage and restricted ocean 
tonnage are working against export trade, 
and so long as this continues, there is 
little hope of doing business. 

Buyers continue to inquire for durum 
flour, but unsettled wheat makes them 
apprehensive and slow to place contracts. 
Mills advanced prices 10c bbl. 

Rye flour showed considerable firmness 
in the last week, but business continues 
of the retail order. Prices have ad- 
vanced 25c bbl. 

One mill worked all week and another 
only part time, and production aggre- 
gated 10,770 bbls, or 30 per cent of 
capacity, against 11,425 bbls, or 31 per 
cent, in the previous week, and 39,900 
bbls, or 11 per cent above capacity, a 
year ago. 

Small mill offerings and a lack of cars 
is restricting trade in millfeed. _ Prices 
are firmer, sales of bran having been at 
the high point of the year. 


NOTES . 


Eastern millers and other buyers show 
no interest in Duluth grain, the car situ- 
ation preventing sales. 

No. 1 durum wheat closed today (Feb. 
19) 6%¢ higher than No. 1 northern. A 
year ago it was 41,¢ lower. 

Stocks of domestic wheat in Duluth- 
Superior elevators increased only 22,000 
bus last week, and bonded wheat stocks 
385,000. 

Coarse grains are~ strong, due to light- 
arrivals and more activity among buyers. 
Oats for the week gained 23%c; rye, 6c; 
barley, 4@10ce. 

A few cars of corn are arriving for 
consumptive account, but none is going 
into store. There is a fair demand from 
feeders for cracked corn. 

The car situation is so acute that mills 
are barely able to keep from closing, and 
grain men have orders, held for weeks, 
with the time of possible delivery as un- 
certain as ever. 

The movement of grain to Duluth over 
the Canadian & Northern road is large, 
and is expected to continue at the rate 
of about 200 cars daily for the remainder 
of February and all of March. 


Wheat screenings are in urgent de- 
mand, the cold weather having stimulated 
buying. No holdings of any importance 
are known of, and the market bids fair 
to hold strong the rest of the winter. 


Cash wheat is dull, due to light re- 
ceipts and offerings. No change from 
this condition is anticipated. No. 1 
northern is quoted at 2c over May. No. 
2 and No. 3 have stiffened slightly from 
a week ago, No. 2 ruling at May price to 
2c under and No. 3 at 3@8c under May. 
Montana No. 2 hard winter brings May 
price. No. 1 durum on track sells at 
May price, and to arrive 9c under, and 
No. 2 at 3@5e under May. 

Benjamin Stockman, vice-president of 
the Duluth-Superior Milling Co., E. N. 
Bradley, of the Globe Elevator Co., and 
H. S. Newell, president of the~ Grain 
Merchants’ Association of Duluth, arein 
Chicago today (Feb. 19) attending a 
conference of the grain trade with refer- 
ence to new wheat des. aoe will 
from there to the a ae w will be 
held in Minneapolis, Feb. 21-22. John D. 
Shanahan, of the Shanahan Grain Co., 
will attend the conference at Fargo and 


M inneapolis. 
F. G. Carson. 
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" that grade would work a hardship 








The flour output of Seattle mills,.with 
a combined weekly capacity of 40,800 
bbls, was 6,530, or 16 per cent of ca- 
pacity, this week, against 24,555, or 60 
per cent, last week, 26,512, or 65 per cent, 
a year ago, and 24,452, or 60 per cent, 
two years ago. 

The flour output of Tacoma mills, with 
a combined weekly capacity of 57,000 
bbls, was 7,765, or 13 per cent of ca- 
pacity, this week, against 8,000, or 14 
per cent, last week, and 22,400, or 39 per 
cent, a year ago. 

THE WEEK’S TRADE 


No interest was shown in soft wheat 
flour this week, the local coast markets 
buying only from hand to mouth, export 
business being out of the question, and 
the East and Southeast making few in- 
quiries. Blue-stem family patent, basis 
49-lb cotton sacks, is quoted at $8.20 bbl; 
blue-stem cut-off, $6.60@6.70; straight 
grade, around $7. Interior mills quoted 
pastry flours at $6.90@7 bbl, basis 24-Ib 


~ cotton sacks, but these quotations brought 


few responses from eastern and south- 
eastern domestic markets. 

Bookings of hard wheat flours have 
been very limited during the week. A 
few bakers are still holding off, but most 
of them have provided for their require- 
ments up to at least midsummer. Dakota 
first patent is quoted, carloads, delivered 
coast, in 98-lb cotton sacks, $8.80@9.95; 
second patent, $8.50@9.45; first clear, 
$8.25@8.40. Montana first patent is quot- 
ed at $8.50@9.35 bbl; second patent, $8.30 
@8.90; first clear, $8@8.05; Kansas pat- 
ent, $9.10. 

The feed market is easier, with local 
bran quoted at $25@26 ton, delivered 
transit points, and shorts $28@29. 

The movement of wheat is extremely 
limited, either to coast points or to the 
domestic East. Eastern buyers are in the 
market for Washington wheat, but busi- 
ness is practically unworkable on account 
of the inability to obtain cars. On. Fri- 
day’s close, bids on the Merchants’ Ex- 
change were: Turkey red, $1.58 bu; blue- 
stem, $1.56; forty-fold, $1.53; club and 
fife, $1.52; red Russian, $1.50. 


GRAIN STANDARDS HEARING 


A meeting was held at Seattle yester- 
day, conducted by officials of the Office 
of Markets and Rural Organizations of 
the United States Department of Agri- 
culture, on the proposed standards for 
wheat under the United States grain 
standards. act. Charles J. Brand, chief 
of the Office of Markets and Rural Or- 
ganizations, presided, and Dr. J. W. T. 
Duvel, crop technologist of the Bureau 
of Plant Industry, and Leonard M. Jef- 
fers, in charge of the bureau on the Pa- 
cific Coast, explained the proposed stand- 
ards. 

The meeting was largely attended by 
grain men, millers and allied interests, 
and various points were fully discussed. 
Millers present objected strenuously to 
the proposed- allowance of 5 per cent of 
frosted wheat in No. 2, or contracted 
grade, insisting that over one-half of 1 
per cent of frosted berries rendered wheat 
utterly unfit for milling, and the grain 
interests admitted that the allowance of 
frosted wheat should not exceed 1 per 
cent. 

Considerable objection was also made 
to the allowance in specified grades of 4 
per cent of other varieties of wheat, par- 
ramen: | in No. 1 blue-stem. It was 
generally admitted that to allow 4 per 
cent of fife and club to be deliverable on 


on 
millers. 

Most of the time at the hearing was 
taken up by the proposed grading of 
smutty wheat, it being strongly urged 
by the millers that such grading was not 
sufficiently specific to prevent smutted 
wheat being deliverable on contract. Un- 
der the laws of Washington a great hard- 
ship has been imposed on millers by the 
fact that smutty wheat must be accepted 
on contract, subject. to certain dockage 
allowances. It was feared by the millers 
that the proposed federal grades would 
continue this abuse. The whole question, 
however, appears to be merely a question 
of selecting a proper classification for 
wheat which must be treated for smut. 

The millers and grain men were unani- 
mous in supporting the movement toward 
uniform grading of grain. Among the 
many advantages common to other parts 
of the country, it would have one far- 
reaching value peculiar to the Pacific 
Northwest, in that it would make Pacific 
Coast wheats deliverable on contract in 
eastern markets, and give millers here the 
opportunity they now lack, of hedging 
wheat on eastern exchanges against sales 
of flour. This has been the case under 
the federal grading of corn, and with 
certain’ changes in the rule of eastern 
exchanges, would probably follow as to 
wheat. 

NOTES 


The Shelley (Idaho) Mercantile Co. has 
plans for building a 500-bbl mill and a 
50,000-bu elevator at Shelley. 


Holladay Brothers & Co., who recently 
built a feed mill at Fairfield, Mont., have 
purchased land for the erection of a 
50-bbl flour mill. 


The present capacity of the Japanese 
flour mills, 10,600 bbls daily, will be in- 
creased 2,300 bbls on the completion of 
three mills now under construction. The 
— Flour Mill Co., Ltd., of 
Tokyo, now operating four mills with 
2,400 bbls capacity, is constructing a 
500-bbl mill at Mito; the Oriental Flour 
Co., Ltd., operating a 300-bbl mill at 
Kyoto, is constructing an 800-bbl mill 
at Kobe; and the Toa Flour Mill Co., 
Ltd., operating an 800-bbl mill at Tokyo, 
is constructing a 1,000-bbl mill at the 
same place. 





CALIFORNIA 


San Francisco, Car., Feb. 17.~—Mills 
and jobbers were unanimous in their 
statement this week that it was the dullest 
period experienced this season. Buyers 
are influenced by the unsettled conditions 
abroad and the possibility of our being 
drawn into the war, and are buying only 
for immediate needs, with no interest in 
future wants. 

North coast flour was lower this week, 
blue-stem patents being offered at $7.80@ 
8 bbl; straight grade, 20c less; cut-offs, 
$7.20@7.30,—98’s, cotton, delivered San 
Francisco. Local mills were unchanged 
in prices on family flour, quoting, basis 
49’s, cotton, at $9@9.40. 

The only business passing in hard wheat 
flour was in less than carload lots. Prices 
were unchanged from the previous week. 
Kansas first patents, $9@9.20; Dakota 
first patents, $9.20@9.40; Montana first 
patents, $8.60@8.75; Montana first clear, 
$7.50,—delivered San Francisco. 

There were two conditions that tended 
to lend strength to millfeed, the most pro- 
nounced being the continued dry spell 
that has existed over the entire state at 
a period when rain is most needed, which 
has caused all classes of feeders much 
concern, and stimulated the demand for 
mill offal materials. There has also been 
a marked lack of offerings from north 
coast mills for the last two weeks, and 
prices show a net gain of $1 ton over 


541 


last week. White bran was offered at 
$28.50@29 ton; shorts, $32@33; mid- 
dlings, $40@42,—delivered San Francisco. 
There has been little change in the local 
grain market, business being confined to a 
narrow limit. California club wheat, 
$2.60@2.65 per ctl; blue-stem, $2.90@ 
2.95; Turkey red, $2.85@2.90; feed bar- 
ley, $2.20@2.25; shipping and brewing, 
$2.32@2.37; white feed oats, $2@2.02¥, ; 
eastern yellow corn, to arrive, $2.20@2.24; 
Egyptian white, $2.15@2.35; California 
yellow, $2.17@2.20; rye, $2.65@2.75. 


After repeated attempts by local bak- 
ers to raise the price of bread from 5c to 
6c per loaf of 12 ozs, baked, and being 
unsuccessful, an appeal has been made 
to the board of supervisors to have the 
12-02 standard temporarily suspended, 
that some relief may be obtained during 
the high prices of all commodities used 
in baking. .The matter has been taken 
under advisement, and an early opinion 
is expected. 





OREGON 

PortLanp, Orecon, Feb. 17.—The flour 
market holds steady, with a moderate 
local business and a fair trade with near- 
by points. No eastern business is re- 
ported. Current quotations are: patents, 
$8.20; straights, $7.40@7.60; valleys, 
$7.70; graham, $8.20; whole wheat, $8.40. 
The: millfeed market is steady at last 
week’s prices, $26.50 for bran and $30.50 
for shorts. Rolled barley stands at $42. 

The wheat market has followed the 
course of Chicago up and down during 
the week. There has been considerable 
inquiry from the East for wheat, but 
this was mainly for quick delivery, which, 
with existing traffic conditions, could not 
be guaranteed. California is also inquir- 
ing for wheat, both good milling ‘and 
chicken feed. The trade looks for a lib-. 
eral movement southward after March 1. 
Farmers continue indifferent about sell- 
ing. 

Bid prices for February. wheat at the 
Merchants’ Exchange, Friday, were: blue- 
stem, $1.57; forty-fold, $1.53; club, $1.52; 
red Russian, $1.49. 

Oats are steady at $36.50 ton. The 
government is expected to be in the mar- 
ket soon for another large order for oats 
for use on the Mexican border, and this 
makes sellers reserved. Feed barley is 
nominal at $39.50. 


NOTES 


H. R. Spencer, New York representa- 
tive of the Portland Flouring Mills Co., 
has resigned, to enter the brokerage busi- 
ness in New York City. George V. Hayes, 
formerly oriental agent of the company, 
succeeds Mr. Spencer. 

The Pierce bill, providing for uniform 
grades for grain, hay, etc., and establish- 
ing inspection in this state, has been 
passed by the Oregon legislature. It was 
indorsed by the Portland Public Docks 
Commission, the local grain trade and 
many farmers’ organizations. It is sim- 
ilar to the Washington inspection bill. 

The Federal Grain Standardization 
Board conducted hearings in this city 
on Feb. 14-15 on the tentative wheat 
grades for the Northwest. More than 
200 dealers, millers, shippers and growers 
were present. The members of the board 
present were Charles J. Brand, chief of 
the Office of Markets and Rural Organi- 
zation, Department of Agriculture; Dr. 
J. W. T. Duvel, crop technologist ; George 
Livingston, specialist in grain marketing ; 
E. B. Quiggle, of the solicitor’s office; 
R. C. Miller, supervisor in grain inspec- 
tion; L. M. Jeffers, supervisor in charge 
of District No. 32, of which Portland is . 
the headquarters, and Milan Yoder and 
S. A. Regan, of the Portland office. 

J. M. Lownspate. 





New New Orleans Public Elevator 

The new municipal elevator at New 
Orleans was formally opened for busi- 
ness Feb. 1, with appropriate ceremonies 
attended by Board. of Trade and city 
officials 


The elevator has a storage capacity of 
slightly more than 1,000,000 bus, 847,000 
in the 105 bins, and the rest in the work- 
ing-house. Its loading and unloading 
capacity is about 50,000 bus per hour. 

The elevator was built by the city of 
New Orleans as a part of the wholesale 
enlargement of the port’s facilities. 
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CHICAGO, FEB. 17 
FLOUR—Prices carload and round lots, 
f.o.b. Chicago: 
SPRING WHEAT FLOUR 


Leading Minneapolis brands, % 
sacks or wood, per 196 lbs, less 
usual discounts for cash to re- 


tail merchantS ..........0+0055 $9.60@9.80 
Spring patent, jute .............. 8.20@8.50 
Spring straights, jute ............ 7.80@7.95 
Spring clears, jute .......+..6++. 7.00 @7.26 
Second clear, 140 lbs, jute ....... 6.00@6.40 
Red dog, 140 lbs, jute ........... 4.20@4.60 


City mills’ spring patents, jute... 8.20@8.30 
WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 


Patent, southern, jute ........... $8.15 @8.35 
Straight, southern, jute .......... 7.40@7.90 
Clear, southern, jute ............. 7.20@7.35 
HARD WINTER FLOUR 
First patent, Kansas, jute ....... $8.10@8.40 
Patent, 95 per cent ....-..eeeeees 7.90@8.10 
Clear, Kansas, jute ........0.0+5+ 7.00@7.35 
RYE FLOUR 
Rye flour, white, jute ............ $7.20@7.40 
Rye flour, standard, jute ........ 6.70@6.85 


MILLFEED—tThere is no improvement in 
the rail situation as yet, and mills are mak- 
ing sales of millfeed based largely on mixed- 
car lots. Spring wheat bran is quoted at 
$35.50; spring wheat middlings and winter 
wheat bran at $36; winter middlings, $41.50; 
red dog, $45,—in 100-lb sacks. 

WHEAT—Milling demand better, local 
millers buying. They have moderate stocks. 
Offerings not large. Sales of 20,000 bus old 
No. 2 hard in store at 6c under May. Fresh 
receipts No. 2 hard on track, 4@7¢ over May; 
No. 3 hard, 8c under to 3c over May, with 
sales at $1.75%; No. 2 red, 3@4c over May; 
No. 3 red, 3c under to 2c over May; No. 3 and 
No. 2 white western sold at $1.79; No. 1 
northern, 5@9c over May. 

RYE—Light offerings. No. 2 sold at $1.47. 

CORN GOODS—Business fair, with prices 
unchanged. Grits are $2.54 and meal $2.48, 
per 100 Ibs. 

WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 

Receipts and shipments of flour and grain 
for the week, with comparisons (000’s omit- 
ted): a 

’ --Receipts—~ --Shipments— 
1917 1916 1917 1916 


Flour, bbis..... 109 241 75 197 
Wheat, bus.... 569 1,780 470 1,756 
Corn, bus...... 1,557 6,670 805 1,356 
Oats, bus...... 1,444 2,844 983 2,554 
Me, BOB .ccice 40 129 59 _ 67 
Barley, bus.... 329 817 101 447 





MILWAUKEE, FEB. 17 


FLOUR—Wholesale prices, car lots, per 
bbl, f.0.b. Milwaukee: 


Hard spring patent, wood........ $9.50 @9.60 
Hard spring straight, wood ...... 8.90@9.00 
Fancy clear, jute .......eeceeeeee 8.20@8.25 
Rye flour, pure, wood............-. «++ @7.90 
Rye flour, country blended, jute... 6.80@7.20 
Kansas straight, cotton .......... 8.60@8.85 


Kiln-dried granulated corn meal, 


white, 100 Ibs, cotton .......... @2.40 
Kiln-dried granulated corn meal, 
yellow, 100 lbs, cotton ......... «+» -@2.40 


MILLFEED—Higher. Standard bran 
quoted at $35.50; standard fine middlings, 
$35.50; flour middlings, $39; red dog, $44; 
brewers’ dried grains, $36; oil meal, $35,— 
all in 100-lb sacks. 

WHEAT—Declined 1@2c, with demand 
good at all times for choice milling. Low- 
grades were slow, and offerings liberally dis- 
counted to sell. Receipts, 93 cars. Millers 
have good stocks of choice milling on hand. 
No. 1 northern, $1.79@1.84; No, 2, $1.74@ 
1.79; No. 3, $1.45@1.70; No. 2 red, $1.75@ 


1.77; No. 3 red, $1.67@1.73; No. 2 hard, 
$1.78@1.80. 
No. 1 nor No.2 nor No. 3 nor 
Monday* .. ...@... rer ltt 
Tuesday ... 178@184 174@176 145 @166 
Wednesday. 178@181 171@175 145@165 
Thursday .. 179@183 174@179 145@167 
Friday - 180@183 174@179 145 @167 
Saturday .. 180@183 175@179 145@170 
*Holiday. 


BARLEY—Firm for choice, and low-grades 
2@38c higher. Receipts, 154 cars. Maltsters 
and brewers bought choice, while low-grades 
were picked up by shippers. Medium, $1.25 
@1.29; No. 3, $1.26@1.29; No. 4, $1.15@ 
1.28%; feed and rejected, $1@1.20. 

RYE—Advanced 4@5c, with demand good 


for choice. Millers and shippers bought the 
best grades. Off-grades were slow, and car- 
ried over. Receipts, 13 cars. No. 1, $1.44% 


@1,46%; No. 2, $1.43% @1.46; No. 3, $1.37@ 
1.44, 


CORN—Declined %c, with demand good at 
all times. All grades were salable, and tables 
were cleared each day. Receipts, 168 cars. 
The local trade bought freely of yellow, while 
shippers took all grades. No. 3 yellow, 
$1.00% @1.02%; No. 4 yellow, 99%c@$1.01%; 
No. 3 mixed, $1@1.02; No. 3 white, $1.01@ 
1.02. 


OATS—Advanced 1@2c, with demand good 
at all times. Receipts, 126 cars. Shippers 


bought freely, while the local trade took 
choice, paying a premium for fancy. Stand- 


ard, 57% @59%c; No. 3 white, 56% @58%c; 
No. 4 white, 56% @58%c. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
--Receipts— -Shipments—, 

1917 1916 1917 1916 
Flour, bbls... 17,260 33,220 5,260 
Wheat; bus..116,250 137,600 78,711 
Corn, bus....2256,120 546,976 115,677 191,328 


Oats, bus.. 246, 880 546,975 339,800 1,008,705 
Barley, bus. - 223,300 553,560 66,743 156,206 
Rye, bus..... 15,405 94,400 38,090 53,100 
Feed, tons... 180 3,630 1,644 2,630 





KANSAS CITY, FEB. 17 


FLOUR—Quotations on hard winter wheat 
flour, basis jute 140’s or cotton 98's, f.o.b. 
Kansas City, prompt shipment: 


Patent..... $8.30@8.60 First clear.$7.25@7.60 


Straight... 7.90@8.30 Low-grade 6.20@6.50 
Federation differentials govern other 
packages. 


For central states and “cotton sack” 
trade, mills quote $8.50@8.85 bbl for first 
patents, cotton 48’s, arrival draft. 

On round lots, interior mills quote $7.65 
@8 for 95 per cent or straight flour, f.o.b. 
Kansas City, jute. 

“Patent” usually means from 65 to 80 per 
cent; “straight,” 100 per cent; “straight 
patent,” 95 per cent. 

MILLFEED—Bran is stronger and higher 
than ever, with a totally unsatisfied demand 
willing to pay as high as $1.75 on spot here. 
Practically the same price could be had for 
March and April shipment, if anything were 
offered. Shorts demand is also very great, 
buying for pig-feeding being especially 
heavy. ‘Quotations, basis Kansas City, per 
100-lb sacks: bran, $1.70@1.75; brown shorts, 
$1.80; gray, $1.85; white, $2.10@2.25; corn 
chop, $1.93@1.94. 

WHEAT—The market was nervous and ex- 
cited, but changed within a comparatively 
narrow range after the excitement of a week 
ago today. There was a strong upper tend- 
ency in cash wheat, with a suggestion of 
still higher premiums over the May price. 
The net advance in cash wheat on the week 
was about 3@4c, based on the cost of a mill- 
ing average at Kansas City. Cash prices: 
hard wheat, No. 2, fair to choice Turkey, 
$1.84@1.86; dark and ordinary, $1.82@1.84; 
No. 3, fair to choice Turkey, $1.82@1.84; dark 
and ordinary, $1.78@1.82; No. 4, fair to 
choice Turkey, $1.78@1.81; dark and ordi- 
nary, $1.68@1.78; soft wheat, No. 2, $1.80@ 
1.84; No. 3, $1.77@1.82; No. 4, $1.67@1.79. 

CORN—The cash market changed within 
a narrow range, with the close today pos- 
sibly fractionally lower than a week ago. 
Cash prices: mixed corn, No. 2, 98% @99c; 
No. 3, 98% @98%c; white corn, No. 2, 98% 
@99c; No. 3, 98@98%c. 

WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 

-—Receipts— -—Shipments—, 

1917 1916 1917 1916 
Wh’t, bus. .737,100 1,630,800 949,0601,264,950 
Corn, bus..345,000 898,750 161,250 601,250 
Oats, bus..100,300 117,300 244,500 
Rye, bus... 9,900 7,700 1,100 9,900 
Barley, bus 29,400 79,800 
Bran, tons. 320 660 3,820 3,780 
Hay, tons.. 8,820 12,948 3,864 2,832 
Flour, bbis. 9,000 10,000 66,000 61,500 





ST. LOUIS, FEB. 17 


FLOUR — Following are nominal quota- 
tions, carload and round lots, f.o.b. St. Louis: 


HARD WINTER FLOUR 
Quotations per 196 lbs, in 140-lb jute bags: 


Pancy Patent 2 ce csiveriscccsceses $8.20@8.45 
RED. oan 6k Cun bs wee © Ota bbecewee 7.80@8.10 
I GE ii bs oa Sek 00 baeteins bbe 7.20@7.60 
ee ee ee Re ee te 6.30 @6.60 
BURG occ vevvacvegeccssctcee 6.10 @6.30 
SOFT WHEAT FLOUR 
First patent, in cotton .........-+. $8.20@8.50 
Second patent, in cotton ......... 7.90@8.10 
Extra fancy, in jute ............. 7.35 @7.50 
WSCSNE GIORE 2 onc cccversecnsicvecs 6.75 @7.00 
| rer eee eee 6.10@6.40 
PACIFIC COAST SOFT WHEAT FLOUR 
ETRE E CRUE ret $8.20@8.45. 
SED 0p ob 5 sures eueys ood ec csees 7.90@8.00 
UE ib oe cope cheb tnaidectss nes ost 7.85 @7.40 


MILLFEED — Quotations in 100-lb bags, 
basis East St. Louis: for shipment, soft wheat 
bran, $1.80; hard wheat bran, $1.75; mid- 
dlings, $1.90@2. At mills to city trade: bran, 
$1.80; gray middlings, $1.95. 

WHEAT—Cash demand was fair. Prices 
were unchanged to 2c higher on both hard 
and soft. Receipts 321 cars, against 331 last 
week. Closing prices: No. 2 red, $1.90@1.92; 
No. 3 red, $1.85@1.87, nominal; No. 4 red, 
$1.75 % @1.82; No. 2 hard, $1.85@1.91; No. 3 
hard, $1.82@1.83; No. 4 hard, $1.75. 

CORN—Demand has eased off somewhat, 
and prices are %@lic lower. Receipts 405 
cars, against 356. Closing prices: No. 2 corn, 
$1; No. 3 corn, 99%c@$1; No. 4 corn, 99c; 
No. 2 yellow, $1.01@1.01%, nominal; No. 3 
yellow, $1@1.00%; No. 4 yellow, 99%c, nom- 
inal; No. 2 white, $1.01%; No. 3 white, $1.01; 
No. 4 white, $1. 

CORN GOODS—City meal, $4.65 bbl, f.o.b. 
in wood; grits, hominy and pearl meal, $4:95. 

OATS—Demand good at 1@1i%c higher. 
Receipts 134 cars, against 171. Closing 
prices: standard, 59@59%c; No. 3 white, 58% 
@59c; No. 4 white, 58c, nominal; No. 2 
mixed, 58%c, nominal; No. 3 mixed, 57%@ 
58c. 


RYE—No. 2 rye, nominal. 
WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
--Receipts—, -Shipments— 
1917 1916 1917 1916 
Flour, bbis... 85,410 119,050 87,970°1387,320 
Wheat, bus... .678,0001,268,841 478,340 692,150 
Corn, bus..... 634,800 652,250 383,660 177,100 
Oats, bus..... 299,200 649,100 371,680 266,380 
Rye, bus..... 22,000 23,100 18,470 16,980 
Barley, bus... 35,200 19,200 tS errr es 


STOCKS BY PRINCIPAL GRADES (BUS) 


No. 2 red wheat... 
No. 2 hard wheat.. 


No. 3 COrm......... 51,532 47,232 83,787 
No. 2 white corn... 36,153 29,665 109,787 
No. 2 yellow corn.. 11,342 +} h  ererr 
No. 2 oats ........ 13,856 15,326 19,254 
No. 2 white oats. 9,887 te eee 
No. 3 white oats. 837,316 408,491 345,741 
Standard oats ..... 58,023 80,820 5,082 
No. 3 TYE cectovcce 5,929 5,098 3,694 





TOLEDO, FEB. 17 


FLOUR—Quotations, carload and round 
lots, f.o.b. Toledo, wood basis, per bbl of 
196 lbs: 


SPRING WHEAT FLOUR (IN COTTON) 


Patent, Toledo-made ..........eeeeee8. $9.35 
SOFT WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 
PRG. - cve0-6 a behaved baw ta heap eds 8 $8.25 @8.75 
Sy Ae rere rere 8.15 @8.65 
CE oS) .0g.k Roeeny CU ws 0 kde <p ce 7.75 @8.25 


MILLFEED—Car lots, in 100-lb sacks, per 
ton, f.o.b. Toledo: 





Wiener Wheat OTOR. 2. vies cc ccrccodce $39.00 
BEE MD oat K's a y't.ndeca ds bab bee.cssus 39.00 
SD C046 b Cawsey da nettcébuss as ct 39.00 
Oil meal, in 100-lb bags.............. 47.75 
Crushed flaxseed, 100-lb bag.......... 6.76 

WHEAT—Closing prices No. 2 red: 

Cash May July 

Monday* ........ Scaities  teiiziwe Week sais 
TONG es. cere 1.838% 1.87% 1.54% 
Wednesday ...... 1.81% 1.85 1.53 
Thursday seeeee 185% 1.88% 1.55 
| eo 1.85% 1.88% 1.63% 
RRO 0 b8% 0604 1.86% 1.89% 1.54% 

*Holiday. 


Receipts this week 39 cars, 18 contract; 
year ago 84, 44 contract. 

CORN—Receipts 35 cars, 30 contract; year 
ago 108, 14 contract. 

OATS—Receipts 30 cars, 19 contract; year 
ago 41, none contract. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
--Receipts—, --Shipments—, 

1917 1916 1917 1916 

Wheat, bus.. 46,200 110,000 27,300 48,900 
Corn, bus.... 42,000 187,200 53,000 67,600 
Oats, bus.... 47,200 88,000 44,600 51,000 
‘ 


NEW YORK, FEB. 17 





FLOUR — Largely nominal. Quotations, 
car lots: Jute sacks Wood 
Spring patent ........ $8.65@8.90 $8.95@9.20 
Spring first clears..... 7.85@8.15 8. mise ie 45 
Spring low-grades..... 6.50@7.00 -@.. 
Winter patent ........ 8.35 @8.55 65 @8. 85 
Winter straights ..... 7.85 @8.15 —" 45 
Kansas straights ..... 7.55 @8.00 -@.. 


EXPORTS FROM NEW YORK 


Flour exports totaled 89,000 packages, of 
which 3,000 were destined for Liverpool, 
3,000 for Copenhagen, 40,000 for Marseilles 
and 43,000 for the West Indies. 

Wheat shipments were placed at 521,000 
bus, including 139,000 to Liverpool, 111,000 
to Cette and 271,000 to Pirzus. 


WHEAT—Spot prices have been very 
strong with record premiums being paid at 
both Atlantic and Gulf ports in order to get 
wheat to fill cargoes which were being com- 
pleted, mostly for the allies. The holding 
up of the sailings of the neutral boats was 
quite a help to sellers, as under the present 
railroad conditions they would have been in 
a very serious predicament. The cases where 
demurrage is being paid are very serious. 
The withdrawal of permits after contracts 
have been made on permits given by the rail- 
roads has resulted in some very serious com- 
plications. The question is being discussed 
whether a railroad having issued permits on 
which contracts are made can withdraw the 
permit without being responsible for the loss 
through non-delivery. Quotations at the 
close: No. 1 northern spring, $2.12; No. 2 
hard winter, Chicago, $2.02; No. 1 northern 
a $2.10; No. 2 northern Manitoba, 


CORN—Spot prices have ruled very strong 
at all points, particularly through New Eng- 
land, Stocks are small, arrivals light and 
deliveries greatly delayed. The situation is 
very unsatisfactory, but the trade is looking 
for considerable improvement with the an- 
nouncements just made for the forwarding 
of full trainloads from the West. Quota- 
tions: new No. 2 yellow corn to arrive is 
quoted at $1.15%, 10 days’ shipment. 4 

OATS—Cash oats are very strong, and full 
prices are being maintained for all grades 
and in all sections. The demand has been 
good but, owing to the high prices, buyers 
have been extremely cautious, believing that 
any change in the railroad conditions would 
materially ease the seaboard situation. 
Prices of $1 bu are quoted in New England. 
Quotations, c.i.f. basis: standards, 73@73%c; 
No. 2 white, 73%c; No. 8 white, 72@73c; 


‘ 


No. 4 white, 75@76c; ordinary white or 
72@74c; fancy white clipped, 75@76 

RYE FLOUR—Prices are firm, pete ‘light 
trade on the basis of $7@7.50, spot and to 
arrive. 

BUCKWHEAT FLOUR—The market is 
quoted nominally steady at $1 per 100 lbs. 


CORN MEAL—tThere is no appreciable 
change in the situation. Spot prices are firm 
and, as long as arrivals from the West are 
on such a small scale, values are expected 
to be maintained. gma g at the close: 
kiln-dried, export, $5.25; fine yellow, 
100’s, $2.65@2.75; wh te, 100’s, $2.65@2.75; 
coarse, 100’s, $2.65 @2.75; hominy, bbl, $5.70; 
granulated yellow, $5. 75 @5.90 bbl; white 
eeeey $5.75@5.90 bbl; corn flour, 100’s, 
$3.05 @3. 

pcg grades are very 
strong, owing to the very limited arrivals 
from the interior, but city prices have not 
been changed, although very firmly held 
Quotations for spring bran, per ton, in 100-ib 
sacks, to arrive, $38.50; standard middlings, 
100’s, $38.50; red dog, $47.50. City feed: 
bulk bran $38.40, 100-lb sacks $40; heavy 
feed, in bulk $38.40, 100-lb sacks $40; flour 
middlings, 100’s, $46.50; red dog flour, $48, 
in bbls. 





BALTIMORE, FEB. 17 
FLOUR—Closing, car lots, 196 lbs, wood: 


Spring patent, special brands..... $9.10@9.25 
oe Er ye 8.80@8.95 
i a | eee 8.50@8.65 
BOSS Brat CIOAE 02. ciccccccssscs 7.80 @7.95 
Spring second clear .............. 7.15 @7.65 
Winter patent, special stencils.... 8.45@8.55 
pk Ree 8.30@8.40 
WReeOP GEIS nF 0 ccceccceceves 7.80@8.05 
Winter Gret CGIAR. occ c ecw cc ees 7.40@7.65 
Hard winter patent .............. 9.05 @9.20 
Hard winter straight ............ 8.80@8.95 
Hard winter first clear ........... 7.90@8.15 
Rye flour, pure and blended....... 7.25@8.00 


MILLFEED—Up 50c@$1 ton on spring, 
but unchanged on soft winter, with spot stuff 
bringing $2 ton over quotations, which refe: 
to mill shipment, owing to transportation 
situation. Quotations, in 100-lb sacks, per 
ton: spring bran, $38@39; spring middlings, 
$38@39; soft winter bran, $38.50@39; soft 
winter middlings, $38.50@39. 

WHEAT—Declined %c, with movement 
and demand small. Receipts, 633,376 bus; 
exports, 173,394; stock, 1,864,481. Closing 
prices: No. 2 red, spot, February and March, 
$1.85; No. 2 red western, 4c more for sam 
deliveries, 

CORN—Advanced 1%c, with demand and 
movement increasing. Receipts, 868,657 bus: 
exports, 652,159; stock, 802,453. Closing 
prices: contract spot, $1.15; No. 3 track yel- 
low, $1.14; choice near-by yellow cob, bbl, 
$5.20@5.25. 

OATS—Up 1@1i%c, with movement and 
demand improving. Receipts, 353,115 bus; 
exports, 651,215; stock, 118,616. Closing 
prices: standard white, 66% @67c; No. 3 
white, 66@66%c. 

RYE—Gained 2c, with demand and move- 
ment moderate. Receipts, 181,241 bus; stock, 
176,748. Closing price of No. 2 western fo: 
export, $1.55. 





PHILADELPHIA, FEB. 17 


FLOUR—Receipts, 4,921 bbls and 4,190,723 
lbs in sacks. Exports, 4,500 sacks to Glas- 
gow and 40,960 to London. Quotations, 196 
lbs in wood: 


Spring favorite brands ........... $9.50@9.75 
BE IE i 5s & van deoknehekas 8.65 @8.90 
SPPIME Bret CIOGP....racccecscesecccs 8.40 @8.65 
City mills— 
Choice and fancy patent ....... 9.50@9.75 
Regular grades— 
ps SRS 8.25 @8.50 
Winter straight ............. 7.75 @ 8.25 
Winter first clear .........0: 7.60@7.75 
Winter PRCOME oc cccenccccccccveses 8.25 @8.50 
to. Oe. eran 7.75 @8.25 
eer BIG GEOBE ss esc Ci Ki cwiss 7.60@7.75 
Kansas patent, cotton sacks...... 8.50@8.75 
Kansas straight, cotton sacks.... 8.25@8.50 
Kansas first clear, cotton sacks... 7.75@8.00 


MILLFEED—Spot stuff scarce and again 
higher. Feed to arrive also advanced unde: 
very light offerings. Quotations, per ton: 


Soft winter bran, 100-lb sacks. .$41.50@ 42.0: 


Western to arrive, in bulk...... 39.00 @39.5' 
Spring bran, 100-lb sacks— 

GE. 66 cc tcccsnaasic TiS ra 40.00@ 40.5 

To arrive, all-rail ........... 38.50 @ 39.0! 
White middlings, to arrive, 100- 

SP. GOOD icc cvettecicccscéava + 41.00@42.00 
Standard middlings, to arrive, 

ROCID GROMB si cic cccccewices 39.00 @ 40.00 


Red dog, to arrive, 140-lb sacks 46.50@47.5 
Shorts, to arrive, 100-lb sacks.. 39.00@40.00 
Mixed feed, to arrive, 100-lb sks 41.00@42.0° 

WHEAT—Market without net change 
Offerings light and demand fair. Receipts 
240,609 bus; exports, 499,925; stock, 1,290,354 
Closing prices, bu: 


CAR LOTS, IN EXPORT ELEVATOR 


Bo. BS TOG, Met vic ccccveTocdsiewer $1.82 @1.87 
No. 2 southern red ........ee0565 1.80@1.85 
Steamer No. 2 red ......0..eeee% 1.78 @1.83 
OE B. SPeurreeerrerrry yr eei lk 1.78@1.83 
Meseetas Moc cdicive ce Selersinde 1.74@1.79 
Mepeates . B: vssovinss cprewiasewes 1.70@1.75 


RYE—Scarce and 6c higher, but trad 
quiet. Quotations: No. 2 western in expor' 
elevator, $1.50@1.55 bu. Small lots of near- 
by rye, in bags, $1@1.20. 


RYE FLOUR—Qulet, but steady under 




















February 21, 1917 


small supples. ye gE et: 75 per 
196 lbs, either in wood or 

CORN—Offerings light, pe market ad- 
vanced 2e under fair demand. Receipts, 
138,020 bus; exports, 25,714; stock, 265,949. 
Closing prices, per bu: 


CAR LOTS FOR LOCAL TRADE 


No. 2 yellow .+..-.. + oped 6660000 cS OGeuat 
No. 3 yellow .....+.- Uebeedease sce, AAO Ree 
No. 4 YONMOW ...csecccccscceccceee LIS@I1.14 
No. 5 YOllOW gececcccsctescccers -- 1.11@1,.12 


CORN PRODUCTS—Trade quiet, but offer- 
ings light and market firm in sympathy with 
raw material, Some kinds shade higher. 
Quotations: 100-1b 

Bbis sacks 
Kiln-dried yellow meal.$5. rae. 4 i H+ 4% 85 
Uranulated yellow meal 6.90@6. 90@2.96 

‘ranulated white meal. 6. 10@5. 30 Hy 80@2.85 
,ellow table meal .... 5.70@5.80 2.80@2.86 
White table meal ..... 5.70@6.80 2.80@2.85 
White corn flour .. - 5.95@6.10 2.90@3.00 
yellow corn flour ..... 5.70@65.80 2.76@2.86 
vearl hominy ......+- - 5.80@5.90 2.85@2.90 
Hominy and grits, case 1.65@1.70 ....@.... 

OATS—Supplies small and market firm 
ind 1%c higher, with demand fair. Receipts, 
193,682 bus; stock, 160,137. . Quotations: 

No. 2 white 
standard white .......sceeeeees 
No. 3 white 
No. 4 white 
Sample O@tB ...-eeececceceececs 

OATMBEAL—Market firmer in sympathy 

vith the strength of raw material. Offerings 

ight and demand fair. Quotations: ground, 

per 200 lbs, wood, $7.65; patent, cut, per 200 
bs, wood, $7.65@8.81; rolled, steam and 
iln-dried, per 180 Ibs, in wood, $6.80@7.05; 
earl barley, in 100-Ib sacks, $4.80@6.05. 








BOSTON, FEB. 17 
FLOUR—Closing prices at wholesale: 


Per carload— Bbl, wood 
spring, special short patent...... $9.85 @10.25 
spring, Minneapolis .........+.++ 9.70@ 9.756 
Spring, COUMETY -.......eseeeeeeee 8.85@ 9.50 
“pring first clear, in cotton ..... 8.00@ 8.50 
ansas cut-straights, sacks ..... 8.830@ 8.40 
\ansas patent, standards, sacks.. 8.50@ 9.25 
Winter JORGE ssi cteectecwecceve 8.75@ 9.25 
Winter straight. ......ccsccccces 8.40@ 8.90 
Winter first clear ......ccccccecs 8.15@ 8.50 


MILLFEED—The local situation has not 
hanged materially this week. Arrivais have 
cen light, and only nominal quotations are 
made. The congestion situation has not im- 
proved, Fancy prices are quoted on wheat 
feeds in transit, but due to uncertainty as 
o time of arrival buyers are slow to pur- 
chase. The same conditions prevail for other 
feeds. Quotations, mill shipment, in 100-ib 
sacks, per ton: spring bran, nominally $40@ 
10.50; winter bran, $41; middlings, $40@43; 
mixed feed, $41.50@44.50; red dog, in 140-lb 
sacks, $49.50; oat hulls, reground, $27; gluten 
feed, $41.58; hominy feed, $44.90; stock feed, 
$44; cottonseed meal, $41@43; linseed meal, 
$46.50@47.60; alfalfa meal, $34@36. 

CEREAL PRODUCTS—Demand for oat- 
meal improved, some good sales being made 
for delivery during the next 90 days. Corn 
meal in fair demand. Rye and graham flours 
firmly held but quiet. Quotations, mill ship- 
ment, in wood: rolled oatmeal, $7; cut and 
ground, $7.70; granulated corn meal, $6.15; 
bolted, $6.10; feeding, in 100-Ib bags, $2.25@ 
27; eracked corn, in 100-lb bags, $2.27@ 

.29. Rye flour, in sacks, $7.70@8.10; graham 
flour, $7.85@9.10. 


WEEK’S gow mito AND STOCKS 











7~Receipt 
1917 1916 1917 - 1916 
Fiour, bbls... 32,244 60,173 ....- «seece 
Wheat, bus..311,797 458,153 367,7241,345,112 
Corn, bus.... 38,531 29,833 150,301 68,864 
Oats, bus.... 88,294 73,407 80,089 279,427 
Rye, DBUBeses cevce 1,071 86,468 27,076 
Barley, bus.. ....- 30,122 1,237 112,369 
Millfeed, tons. 125 80 Gosee 
Cornmeal, bbis 410 405 
Oatmeal, cases 350 ST@ = wecee 
Catmeal, sacks 1,000 ee mete Se 
WEEK’S EXPORTS 
co—Fiour—, Wheat Corn 
To— bbis sacks. bus bus 
Liverpool bee OW e tow : 128,000 165,916 
Glasgow: coe 26s * veevds 78,306 § ...... 
Manchester . ... 78,096 25,715 
Total® ivee seb. i wereue 284,401 41,631 
ince Jams 2B. ves seses + 1,832,244 359,803 





DULUTH, FEB. 17 
FLOUR—Mill quotations for car or round 
lots, per 196 Ibs, f.0.b. Duluth: 


Feb. 17 1916 
First patent, wood....$8.76@8.86 $6.46@6.5 
Second patent, wood... 8.65@8.75 6.36@6.4 
Straight, wood ....... 8.55@8.65 6.25@6.3 
First clear, jute....... 7.70@7.95 6.056@6. 4 
Sc cone clear, jute .... 5.90@6.15 3.60@4.06 
Red dog, jute ........ 4.40@4.50 2.85@2.90 


DURUM FLOUR—Quotations in car or 
‘ound lots, per 140 lbs, oo Duluth: 


b. 17 1916 
‘ed, semolina, jute.. ie 063. 75 $6.50@6.60 
latent, Jute ....esecee 30@9.45 6.10@6.20 


it-straight, jute .... $: 30@8.40 5.10@65.20 
RYE FLOUR—Quotations in car or round 
lots, 98-lb cottons, f.o.b. mill, Feb, 17, were: 
family blend, $8.25; pure white, $8.45; pure 
dark, $7,865; dark blend, $7.35. 
DULUTH-SUPERIOR FLOUR OUTPUT 
By weeks ending on dates given: 
1917 bbis 1916 bbis 1915 bbls 
eb. 17..10,770 Feb. 19..39,900 Feb. 20..26,925 
“eb. 10..11,425 Feb. 12..22,200 Feb. 13..18,600 
“eb, 3... 7,655 Feb. 6...16,370 Feb. 6...22,490 
Jan, 27..11,285 Jan. 29..35,400 Jan. 30. .22,520 
Foreign flour shipments for weeks named: 
1917 bbis 1916 bbis 19156 bbis 
eb. 17., 6,465 Feb. 19.. .... Feb. 20.. 8,885 
Feb. 10.. «e+. Feb, 12., Feb. 13,. .... 
Feb. 3... .... Feb, 6... .... Feb. 6... 5,450 
Jan. 27, .... Jam. 29.. °.... Jan. 80.. 


eeee 


THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


WHEAT—For the week, was very unset- 
tled. Declines and rallies were fairly wide. 
Early price trend was downward. Low points 
were reached Feb. 15, with release of sell- 
ing pressure. By that time 5@6c had been 
lost. On news that the government and 
allies were prospective buyers, sentiment be- 
came bullish. Longs who had sold out be- 
gan to buy back, inducing a general cover- 
ing with nearly all of previous loss over- 
come. Week-end covering imparted a fur- 
ther firmness, but, at the close of week, 
market was unable to absorb increased offer- 
ings, causing small recessions. Final figures 
were not materially changed from Feb, 10. 
May declined %@ic and July 1%c. Consid- 
erable complaint from Southwest about 
wheat crop being without snow covering and 
lacking moisture Impressed the trade. 


CLOSING PRICES OF DURUM WHEAT 

Duluth closing prices of durum wheat, in 
cents, per bu, spot, May and July: 
-—Spot durum—, 

0. 2 May July 

186% 1815 @183% 186% 186% 
i85 | 180° @is2 186 184% 
183% 178% @180% 183% 182% 
187 182 @184 187 
185% 180% @182% 185% 184 


185% 180% @182% 
-@120% 123% 123% 





19, ‘i916 rrr 
*Holiday. 
Duluth closing prices of cash wheat, in 

cents: 


Feb. No. 1 nor No. 2 nor No. 3 
10. +--@18 175 @178 168 @175 
> Do cece eBiosvcs sieus @. 

BOa a 1% -@178% 173% @176% 166% @173% 
BGs «- soevs @176% 171% @174% 164% @171% 
|S er @180% 176% @178% 170% @175% 
16. -»»-@178% 174% @176% 168% @173% 
errr. % 175% @177% 169% @174% 


+s 179 
19t. 128% @131% 123% @128% 117% @124\% 
*Holiday. 11916. 
Duluth grain—closing prices on track, in 
cents per bushel: 





Oats Rye 
No. 3 white No. 2 Barley 
53% @54% 1356@136 80@116 
53 @54 185@136 80@118 
52% @53% 138@139 80@120 
54% @55% 189@140 80@120 
535 @54% 189@140 80@120. 
54% @55% 141@142 80@120 
19, 1916 ... ....@45% 95@ 96 665@ 71 


*Holiday. 
Stocks of coarse grain in Duluth elevators, 
Feb. 17 (000’s omitted), in bushels: 


7-—Domestic—, ——Bonded—, 
1917 1916 1915 1917 1916 1916 


Corn ...eee oes on6 SOT eee ose eee 
Oats .occes 1,281 468 2,754 983 670 24 
Rye ....+. » 417 22 28 . are 


Barley .... 661 886 646 166 66 6 
Flaxseed ..1,370 1,604 321 92 17 «241 
DULUTH WEEKLY GRAIN MOVEMENT 
Receipts and shipments by weeks ended 
Saturday (Feb. 17), at Duluth-Superior, in 
bushels (000’s omitted): 
c—— Receipt ‘ h 
Wheat— 1917 1916 1915 1917 
Spring .... 44 189 3876 39 





i tse— 
1916 1915 
17-37 


Durum .... 381 335 42 1 2 60 

Winter .... 14 27 B ese 80 13 

Western ... ... oss a... wwe S see 
Totals .. 89 551 421 40 102 100 

Bonded ... 422 457 99 15 «125 39 
Totals .. 611 1,007 620 565 227 139 

COFM .ceee. ape see rT eee 

Oats ...... 29 28 165 7 16 6 
Bonded... 291 295 vee 16 

Rye .....--+. 8 3 5 6 11 10 

Barley .... 63 52 100 3 90 48 
Bonded. . 20 18 sea ene 14 

Flaxseed .. 28 64 27 S wee 7 
Bonded. . 12 4 21 ve 2 


STOCKS AND RECEIPTS BY GRADE 


Duluth-Superior wheat stocks, Feb. 17 
(000’s omitted), in bushels, and receipts by 
weeks ended Saturday: Receipts by 

7~Wheat stocks—, ——grade——, 


1917 1915 1917 1916 1915 

bus bus bus cars cars cars 

il hard .... 36 196. 108 .. ie 
1 northern. 764 2,629 2,630 2 “47 46 
2 northern. 664 1,472 2,992 2 34 179 
No. 8 ..... 477 169 1,104 4 32 92 
No. 4 ..... ose, 41 5 11 44 
Rejected eee 60% e8e 2 3 
Mixed gr.. .. oe oo 3 ee ar 
No-grade .. ... 10 ene 1 2 4 
Sample gr. ies ave 2 o6 1 
Special bin. 2, 396 2,596 2,323 eee 
Totals...4,327 7,124 9,198 19 138 369 
Macaroni.. 808 4,979 ..<ie aes 31 
S’western.. 845 740 765 7 7 1 
Western .. 4 1 | ee oss 2 
Mixed .... ... ves vee 13 82 4 
Totals. ..5,98412,84410,274 656 3842 407 
Bonded ...2,142 1,176 245 602 492 143 
Totals. ..8,126 14,020 10, sam 5658 834 650 
Afloat ..... 758 see ees eee 
Totals. ..8,126 14,778 10,519 658 834 550 


FLAXSEED—Early sentiment was bearish. 
Market followed downward lead of wheat 
and other grain, declining 4@5c. Then, 
when short sellers wanted to buy back seed, 
they found market bare of offerings. In the 
scramble to get supplies, buyers were forced 
to pay up. On whole, trade was not im- 
portant, as few operators were in the mar- 
ket. Crushers pick up small lots on reces- 
sions; otherwise, not pressing purchases. 
Prices show a reduction of 2% @3%c from 
Feb. 10. Bulls are confident of their posi- 
tion, and see no reason to change sides. 
They intimate that prices may sell lower 
until long holdings hanging over the market 
have been liquidated. Thereafter, they look 
for market to improve. When demand for 
oil springs up, as it generally does with 
warmer weather, supplies will be wanted. 





The prediction is made that present prices 
will look cheap later in the season. 


JANUARY GRAIN MOVEMENT 
Receipts and shipments at Duluth-Superior 
for the month of January (000’s omitted), 

in bushels, for three years, were: 

7—Receipts—, hipmerts—~ 
Wheat— 1917 1916 1916 1917 1916 1915 
Domestic... 857 4, aed 1,101 220 497 596 
Bonded ... 710 59 86 218 435 61 
. 1,667 dyer 1,187 438 932 657 
oo & ves ves 258 
161 703. 61 65 362 
66 1 eee 2 21 
58 100 12 83 157 
271 125 39 409 217 
29 1 1 86 29 
462 1654 89 28 99 
106 wee 


- -2,804 6,539 2,220 640 














Totals 








28 1,800 





BUFFALO, FEB. 17 
FLOUR—Prices per bbl, wood, carloads: 


4 Spring 

BORt PACER «ccc ncccccecccvevvses $9.00@9.25 
WEED. BH oe PEON eo ied do wecceovese 8.50@8.75 
Wiret, Cler 2... cscccicccscccccces 8.00@8.26 
BE ORE. occ ccc cic ccrvestése 6.40 @6.65 
EMP EINO once vecccccasccocesces 5.35 @5.85 
Be LE ca be cawhd cogs eberenees - @8.10 
Sacked 

Spring bran, per tom .......-..+ee08- $38.00 
Standard middlings, per ton ......... 38.00 
Flour middlings, per tom ..........++. 46.00 
Red dog flour, 140-lb sack, ton........ 51.00 
Hominy feed, white, per ton ......... 44.00 
Gluten feed, per tom ......-.eeeeeeee 39.20 
Corn meal, coarse, per ton ........... 44.50 
Corn meal, table, per ton ..........- . 656.00 
Cracked corn, per tom ....-..++e+50- - 46.00 
Cottonseed meal, 38.6 per cent, ton... 42.50 
Oil meal, per ton, carloads .......... 48.00 
Rolled oats, bbl, 180 lbs, net, wood... 7.76 
Oat hulls, reground, sacked, per ton.. 24.00 
WHEAT—tThere were various limits for 


No. 1 northern c.i.f. in store this week, the 
lowest 27c over Chicago May, and some was 
sold at that price. At the close the cheap 
lots.were all taken, and 30c over was asked. 
Winter wheat holders seem to be confident 
of getting their prices for through billed 
milling wheat, but millers would not bid 
within 2@5c of prices asked. There is 
very little wheat here, and the farmers in 
this state have sold all they care to. No. 2 
red was quoted at $1.92; No. 3 red, $1.89; 


No. 2 white, $1.90; No. 3 white, $1.85,—on 
track, through billed. 
CORN—All the offerings were taken at 


4@5c over last week’s prices until the close, 
when a number of cars were held over. It 
looks like a break, as the premium in this 
market has been too high. Closing: No. 2 
yellow, $1.16%; No. 8 yellow, $1.16; No. 4 
yellow, $1.14; No. 5 yellow, $1.12; No. 6 yel- 
low, $1.10,—on track, through billed. 

OATS—Scarce, with an active demand and 
3%c higher than last week. Closing: No. 2 
white, 68%c; standard, 68%c; No. 3 white, 
68c; No. 4 white, 67c,—on track, through 
billed. The mills here are all short of oats. 

BARLEY—A round lot of spot barley was 
cleaned up at $1.28 in store, after which 
sellers were asking $1.82@1.35 for small lots 
of a better quality. Rail shipment was 
quoted at $1.30@1.37, arid opening shipment 
$1.26@1.30. Maltsters are in need of spot, 
and will be in the market for rail shipment 
in a few days. 

RYE—Dull. No. 2 was offered at $1.52, on 
track, through billed. 





MINNEAPOLIS, FEB. 20 


Quotations today by Minneapolis and out- 
side mills for flour in carload or. round lots, 
f.o.b. Minneapolis, per 196 Ibs, were within 
the following range: 


Feb. 20 Year ago 

Stand. patent, wood. ..$9.00@9.30 $6.30@6.65 
Second patent, wood... 8.80@9.10 6.10@6.50 
Fancy clear, jute...... 7.80@8.00 5.10@5.40 
First clear, jute....... 7.50@8.00 4.85@5.15 
Second clear, jute..... 6.25@6.60 3.50@4.00 
Red dog, jute ........ 4.40@4.60 2.80@2.90 
Prices asked by northwestern mills, in- 


cluding Minneapolis and outside, per 280 lbs, 


in jute, c.i.f., including 2 per cent commis- 

sion, today (Feb. 20) were nominally: 
LONDON 

ES ns obo. OCba ee hag bs bs dcd bee we @ 64s 6d 

. BRA eer -@61s 64 

Bre eee Tee eee Tae ae @50s 
GLASGOW 

MUD Dai SePeReHcecaesonac’ bee pe @ 64s 6d 

DE GS pci dae vncsoekiseewa seb te @61s 6d 

LIVERPOOL 
PIE FSG on costes at beadas ceed biees @ 64s 6d 
IO BOURE 0 6 58 eee bek i wees sd 200. 88 @61s 6d 


Mills are not making any quotations to 
Amsterdam. 

Durum fiour quotations f.o.b, Minneapolis 
today (Feb. 20), in jute, were: 
Medium semolina $9.30@9.60 
Patent . 9.20@9.50 
GEO 6 Bie aSikd deoieda cs Cnicebdccsse 6.50@7.00 


MINNEAPOLIS FLOUR OUTPUT ‘ 


The flour output of Minneapolis milis for 
four weeks, with comparisons, is shown in 
the subjoined table: 


1917 





1916 1915 
$93,380 335,470 
Feb. 17... 341,430 368,620 400,126 
Feb. 10... 221,640 355,395 353,045 352,435 
Feb. 3... 223,995 372,620 347,665 354,955 

Weekly foreign flour shipments of Minne- 
apolis mills for four weeks ended Saturday: 


1914 
346,980 
360,740 


Feb, 24... 


1917 1916 1915 1914 
Wem. 26565. .cese. 46,150 46,575 36,350 
Feb. 17... 24,755 °24,596 84,885 46,235 
Feb. 10... 17,660 7,805 57,765 42,500 
Feb. 3... 7,785 14,380 24,800 28,610 


_end- 


543 


OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


The flour output and foreign shipments of 
northwestern milis outside of Minneapolis 
and Duluth have been, by weeks, in barrels: 
Week Ca- 

No. pac- -—Output—, -—Exports—, 
ing mills ity 1917 1916 1917 1916 
Jan. 6. 64 64,700 153,750 256,720 9,415 
Jan. 13. 64 654,700 175,085 248,680 5,325 
Jan. 20. 64 63,850 179,400 229,830 2,430 
Jan. 27. 65 63,650 129,660 246,190 716 
Feb. 3. 65 54,900 102,615 210,255 4,380 
Feb. 10. 66 55,350 90,135 220,615 3,465 
Feb, 17. 55 42,250 121,905 172,100 1,430 2,096 


MILLFEED PRICES 


Minneapolis car-lot prices of millfeed to- 
day (Feb. 20) for prompt shipment (14 days), 
per 2,000 lbs, in 100-lb sacks, were reported 
as follows by brokers: 

Feb. 20 Year ago 
33.00@34.00 $18.75 @20.00 
Stand. middlings.. 33.00@34.00 21.00@21.50 
Flour middlings... 37.00@88.00 24.50@26.00 
R. dog, 140-lb jute 42.00@43.00 28.00@28.50 


The Boston basis of prices for millfeed is 
given below, per ton, in 100-lb sacks: 


Bran. 


Feb. 20 Year ago 
Standard bran... .$38.50@39.50 $24.25@25.00 
Stand. middlings.. 38.50@39.50 26.50@27.00 
Flour middlings... 42.50@43.50 30.00@31.50 
R. dog, 140-lb scks 47.50@48.50 33.50@34.00 


CEREAL PRICES 


Quotations of cereals and feeds, in car 
lots, net to jobbers, f.o.b. Minneapolis: 


Cracked corn, 2,000 Ibst........ $41.00@ 41.50 


No. 1 ground feed, 2,000 Ibst.... 41.00@41.60 
No. 2 ground feed, 2,000 Ibst.... 41.50@42.00 
No. 3 ground feed, 2,000 lbst.... 41.50@42.00 
Rye feed, 2,000 lbs, 100-Ilb sacks .....@33.00 
Yellow corn meal, granulated*.. 5.20@ 6.30 
Corn meal, white® .........+.+. 5.30@ 5.40 
Rye flour, pure fancy patent*... 7.80@ 7.90 


Rye flour, pure medium straight* 7.830@ 7.40 
Rye flour, pure dark German’... 7.00@ 7.10 
Graham, standard, bb ........ 8.00@ 8.10 
Rolled oats,-bbl, wood ......... 6.60@ 6.70 
Mill screenings, per ton ..... «++ 14,00@20.00 
Elevator screenings, per ton.... 24.00@30.00 


Buckwheat screenings, per ton.. 28.00@35.00 
Recleaned buckwheat screenings 35.00@40.00 


Flaxseed screenings, ton ....... 27.00 @35.00 
Fine seed screenings, ton ...... 26. mrs 00 
Oil cake, 2,000 Ibs ..........4+. 


- @40.50 
Oil meal, 2,000 lbs, 100-Ilb sackst 42. 00@43. 00 
*Per bbl in sacks. Where not otherwise 
stated sacks are of 49 and 98 Ib cotton. 
tCar-lot prices. Less than car lots, $1@ 
1.25 per ton additional. % 
tIn sacks. 





MINNEAPOLIS GRAIN 


Feb. 20.—For the week, wheat at Minne- 
apolis shows a substantial gain, this being 
particularly true of cash. With an improved 
outlook for cars, many prominent men in 
the trade look for higher prices. They rea- 
son that, if there are cars and boats to get 
to England the wheat it wants, higher prices 
are assured. Sentiment has had much to 
do with the strength in the last few days. 
Part of this comes from nervousness over the 
winter wheat crop. 

High and low points for the week were: 
May, $1.82 and $1.73; July, $1.76% and 
$1.69%; September, $1.46% and $1.41%. 

Compared with Minneapolis closing prices 
on Feb. 13, at the close today No. 1 northern 
wheat was 6% @9%c higher; No. 2 northern, 
5% @8%c higher; May, 5%c higher; July, 
3%c higher; September, 1\%c higher. 

The cash wheat situation at Minneapolis 
is described as a seller’s paradise, but a place 
affording poor picking for the man who has 
to buy. Following the announcement that 
eastern line empty cars would be forthcom- 
ing, demand for wheat picked up and there 
seems to be not enough to go around. Con- 
sequently, premiums have advanced sharply. 
Choice No. 1 northern is bringing 3@4c more 
than a week ago, and the better offerings 
of No. 3 and No. 4, 5@8c more. 

Prices are governed largely by the equip- 
ment in which the wheat is loaded. If in 
foreign line cars, usually 2@3c bu more can 
be obtained for the wheat than if in cars 
against which there are restrictions as to 
reloading. 

It is currently reported that some good 
lots of wheat have been sold in the last week 
for eastern shipment. Also by the elevators 
to local mills. 

No. 1 northern, blue-stem, is quoted -at 
8@i2e over May; No. 1 velvet chaff, 2@4c 
over; No. 2 northern, blue-stem,.4@8c over; 
No. 2 velvet chaff, May price to 2c over; 
No. 3 northern, 2c under to 4c over May; 
No. 4 wheat, 30@5c under May. 

The appended table shows closing prices 
in cents per bushel, at Minneapolis, of cash 
No. 1 northern, No. 2 northern and No. 3 
northern wheat: 
Feb. No. 1 nor No, 3 
9.... 174% @181% 171% @177% 161% @173% 
10... mentee res ten 175% @181% 165% @177% 
13... itt Oi8d% 174% @180% 
14... 175% @183% 172% @179% 
15... 179% @187% 175% @183% 
-» 178% @186% 174% @182% 164% @177% 
17... 178% @186% 174% @182% 164% @177% 
19... 180% @190% 176% @185% 168% @180% 


No. 2 nor 


164% @176% 
162% @175% 
165% @178% 


a 
ad 


20... 183% @193% 179% @188% 171% @183% 

21t.. 123% @128% 120% @124% 114% @120% 

23t.. 144% @148% 140% @145% 136% @143% 
*Holiday. 1916. $1916. 


Average prices of cash wheat sales at 


Minneapolis for No. 4, sample grade and 
no-grade. 

Feb. No.4 8.G. N.G, Feb. No.4 8.G. N.G, 
14...151% 149% ..... 17...160% 147% 170% 
15...160% 135% 164% 19...1685% 149% 190 
16...164% 140% 178% 20...169% 1650 ..... 


Closing prices of May, July and September 
wheat: 
Feb. May July Sept. Feb. May July Sept. 
14...174% 170% 142% 17...176% 172% 142% 
15...177% 173% 144% 19...178% 173% 144% 
16...176% 171% 142% 20...181% 176 145% 
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DURUM WHEAT PRICES 

Daily closing prices of durum wheat in 
Minneapolis were: 
Feb. No.1 No.2 No.3* Feb. No.1 No. 2 No. 3* 

4...191% 186% 169% 17...1935% 188% 170% 
15...193 190 168% 19...195% 190% ..... 
16...191% 188% ..... 20...198 193 173% 

*Average of closing prices. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS- 
Receipts at Minneapolis by weeks Fee | 


Saturday were: . 19 

Feb. 17 Feb. 10 viene 
Wheat, bus ..... 1,811,160 1,540,480 3,046,760 
Flour, bbis ...... 8,261 10,442 23,252 
Millstuff, tons ... 1,037 1,203 1,619 
Cort, .BUB .ccsece 343,220 146,720 424,440 
Oats, bus ....... 417,680 202,020 797,850 
Barley, bus ..... 233,100 254,100 816,960 
Rye, bus ....... ° 56,000 60,000 117,720 


Flaxseed, bus ... 148,720 153,610 100,000 
Shipments from Minneapolis by Migs ser § 





ing Saturday were: eb. 19 

Feb. 17. Feb. 10 1916 
Wheat, bus ..... 432,000 345,600 797,680 
Flour, bbis ..... « 270,909 238,910 375,369 
Millstuff, tons ... 12,366 9,382 13,838 
Corn, bus ...... - 805,040 189,000 118,770 
Oats, bus ....... 361,340 276,120 846,690 
Barley, bus ..... 285,200 294,000 720,720 
Rye, bus ... 47,880 38,000 43,400 


Flaxseed, bus ... 26,160 4,000 8,050 
RECEIPTS BY GRADE 


At Minneapolis for the week ending Satur- 
day, the receipts of wheat by cars were as 
follows, with comparisons: Feb. 19 Feb. 20 

Feb. 17 Feb. 10 1916 1915 
40 10 

















No. 1 hard ..... 42 17 
No. 1 northern... 119 47 816 344 
No, 2 northern... 68 52 498 376 
Mo. 8 .ccccccces 111 52 232 403 
BO. @ cvcesosess 361 186 97 242 
Rejected ....... nes ode 30 22 
No-grade ....... 102 10 41 25 
Sample grade... 208 106. 33 24 
Totals, spring.1,011 469 1,787 1,446 
Hard winter ... 281 77 424 72 
Macaroni 96 56 90 14 
Mixed ... 169 59 159 42 
Western 95 41 49 2 
Totals ....... 1,652 702 2,609 1,576 


MINNEAPOLIS WHEAT STOCKS 


Wheat in Minneapolis public elevators was 
reported as follows by the Chamber of Com- 
merce on dates given, in bushels (000’s omit- 


ted): Feb. 19 Feb. 20 
™. BY Feb. 10 1916 1915 
No. 1 hard ..... 521 612 134 


No. 1 northern. .1, oH 1,860 4,293 4,317 
No. 2 northern. .2,248 2,283 2,723 4,055 
Other grades....7,668 7,703 6,078 5,715 





Totals ....... 12,220 12,366 12,706 14,221 
In 1914 ....... 19,040 19,628. ..... ceeee 
In 1918 ....... 20,732 20,606 ..... «esse 
In 1912 ....... 18,409 20,157 ....0 weeee 


COARSE GRAIN PRICES 
Daily closing cash prices of No. 3 yellow 
corn, No. 3 white oats, No, 2 rye and the 
range of quotations on barley at Minneapolis 
during the week were, per bushel: 
Feb. Corn Oats Rye Barley 
13... 99 @100% 53% @54% 139@140 90@120 
14... 98% @ 99% 538% @54% 139@140 90@120 
15... 99% @100% 55% @56% 140@141 91@120 
16... 99 @101 54% @56% 142@143 92@121 
17.. 100 @101 55% @56% 142@143 93@122 
19.. 101 @102% 56% @57% 143@144 94@123 
21%. 75 @ 76 48%@44 93@94% 62@ 69 
*1916. 
COARSE GRAIN STOCKS 
Stocks of coarse grain in public elevators 
in Minneapolis, in bus (000’s omitted), were: 
Feb. 19 Feb. 20 Feb. 21 
Feb. 17 Feb. 10 1916 1915 1914 
Corn .... 211 206 85 =: 11, 086 295 
Oats ....7,063 7,015 3,217 4,027 2,397 
Barley ..1,009 1,027 298 521 1,115 
Rye .... 555 563 539 132 610 
Flaxseed. 537 518 227 194 182 





Closing Wheat Prices 


Closing prices of May, July, September 
and cash wheat at points named, on each 
day of the week, per bushel, were: 


MAY WHEAT 
Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Mon 
13 14 15 16 17 19 
Mpls. ..... 176% 174% 177% 176% 176% 178% 
--176% 174% 178% 176% 177% 179% 
--1738% 171% 174% 173% 173% 175% 
St. Louis. .174% 172% 175% 174% 174% 176% 
Kans. City.172% 170% 174 172% 173% 174% 
Winnipeg 172% 171% 174% 173% 173% 175% 
JULY WHEAT 
Mpls. ..... 172% 170% 173% 171% 172% 173% 
Duluth ...172% 171 174 171% 172% 173% 
Chicago ..148% 147% 149% 148 148% 150% 
St. Louis..146- 145 146% 146% 146% 147% 
Kans, City.146% 144 145% 145 146% 146% 
Winnipeg 170% 169% 172% 171% 171% 173% 


SEPTEMBER. WHEAT 


Mpls. ..... 144% 142% 144% 142% 142% 144% 
Chicago ..138% 137% 139% 137% 138% 139% 
Kans. City. 135% 134 ea 134% ..... 136 

Winnip’gt ..... «+... 140% 138% 139% 140% 


CASH WHEAT 


Mpls.*ft ...180% 179% 183% 182% 182% 185% 
Duluth*t .178% 176% 180% 178% 179% 181% 
Chicago*t 181% 178% 179% 181% 180% ... 
St. Louist— 

2 hard, Bt tay 186% pat ore - 187% 

2 red. Gs oss Boeve ccsce 190 
Kans. Chiyte 

2 hard ..183 179% 179% 181 ..... ssc 

2 red ...180 179 179% 180. ..... 83% 
Milw’ kee*t. 181 178 180 182 181% 188% 
Toledo— 

2 red ...183% ae 185% 185% ..... 188 
Winnip’ g* sone Bees. 890: . ovsed saree 


*No. 1 adithacd: geht of closing prices. 
tOctober. 


{No quotations. 
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Flaxseed and Products 

The difficulty of making ocean contracts 
for deferred shipment, and the abnormally 
high ocean rates asked, restrict trading in 
linseed oil cake for export. Direct inquiry 
from abroad, however, is light. Exporters 
on the seaboard are bidding the equivalent 
of about $40.50 per 2,000 lbs, f.0.b. Minneap- 
olis, but local linseed mills are well situated 
as to orders and are not particularly anxious 
for future shipment business. 

Temporarily, domestic demand is absorb- 
ing what little surplus linseed mills have to 
offer. Linseed mills are handicapped in op- 
erating, as are other industries, by the short- 
age in boxcars. Consumption of oil meal is 
slowly increasing, and is expected to be fair- 
ly heavy from now until the spring. Quo- 


“tations are nominally unchanged at $43 per 


ton, car lots, f.o.b. Minneapolis. Occasional 
sales, however, are reported at 50c@$1 ton 
less. 
o 
Daily closing prices per bushel of No. 1 
flaxseed in Minneapolis and Duluth: 
c—Mpls—7" - Duluth ‘ 
Track Toarr. Track May July 





Feb. 13....$2.83% 2.82% 2.81% 2.83% 2.84% 
Feb, 14.... 2.82 2.82 32.79% 2.81 2.81% 
Feb, 15.... 2.81% 2.81% 2.79% 2.81% 2.82 
Feb, 16.... 2.79% 2.79% 2.79% 2.81% 2.82 
Feb. 17.... 2.79% 2.79% 2.80 2.81% 2.82% 
Feb, 19.... 2.78% 2.78% 2.80 2.81% 2.82 


Receipts of flaxseed by weeks ended Sat- 
urday and stocks in store at Minneapolis 
and Duluth, in bushels (000’s omitted): 

co——Receipts——, ——In store—— 
1917 1916 1915 1917 1916 1915 
Minneapolis 149 100 146 537 227 194 
Duluth..... 40 68 48 1,462 1,621. 562 

Totals.... 189 168 194 1,999 1,848 756 

Receipts and shipments of flaxseed at Min- 
neapolis and Duluth, Sept. 1, 1916, to Feb. 
17, 1917, were, in bushels (000’s omitted): 

c—Receipts—, —Shipments—, 
1916-17 1915-16 1916-17 1915-16 
Minneapolis ... 6,285 4,289 3 06 
Duluth ........ 6,595 4,595 6,180 3,826 


Totals....... 12,880. 8,884 6,363 4,532 














Exports for Week Ending Feb. 10, 1917 
Wheat Corn Flour Oats 
From— bus bus bbls bus 
New York.1,405,071 243,675 60,859 217,543 
Portland, 


Maine 622,000 100,000 ..... «sereee 
Boston ... 64,000 ...00. 277 40,000 
Philadelp’a 360,000 99,000 56,000 ...... 
Baltimore... 644,489 610,718 117,047 ...... 
BOT CORD wscese cesecs . veces 864,000 
Mobile ....  wsseee 25,000 6,000 4,000 


N. Orleans. 2,074,000 292,000 54,000 10,000 

Port Arthur, 
Texas 

Galveston.. 


Tots., wk.5,294,5601,370,388 296,183 1,135,543 
Prev. wk. .3,001,2311,693,477 167,098 1,575,147 
U. K’dom.,.3,040,636 714,655 30,991 
Continent .2,251,504 610,713 174,876 


153,000 
72,000 








8. and Ctl. 

RMAOMIGR.. -ceccce cocios 34,070) ....6. 
Wee BEOEc. vecwwe). conece enn - ocdeee 
Other 

countries. 2,420 45,520 BOSE § ccsccs 

Totals ..5,294,5601,370,388 296,183 ...... 





Summary of U. S. and Canadian Exports 
July lito Same time 
Feb. 10,1917 last year 


UM, DUR cicciccves a 595,496 202,068,380 
Flour, bbis .......... 157,872 8,949,031 
Totals as wheat, bus. a1 805,920 242,339,020 
COPM, WEB ccoccccccss 29,465,192 10,326,000 
Gate, BOP ccccevveces 70,483,094 50,490,734 





Weekly Flour Exports 
New York, Feb. 20.—(Special Telegram)— 
Exports of flour, given in barrels, from all 
Atlantic and Gulf ports for the weeks ending 
on following dates, were: Feb. 19 Feb. 20 
Destination— Feb.17Feb.10 1916 1915 
London ........ 46,000 2,000 41,153 60,973 








Liverpool 10,000 4,000 7,726 20,363 
Glasgow .. 7,000 4,000 24,786 31,964 
TeQMRR ce cccccete seese 3,000 19,000 14,000 
TUL. 0c006ccndudl-+08bed besos 6,582 5,489 
BNO  ccccacce. cecee: seees 56,035 1,607 
Christiania .... csoss cveve T,30F cvese 
Manchester .... .e.++ «seees 10,000 ..06» 
France ........- 13,000 29,000 8,812 ..... 
SOGTERES cc ccccce cows BE,COO. cscs  seovee 
MOUEUOOOE. oo e -AEjOOD copie codes 62,339 
BU Sade evsse- comes C008 . csvess 1,107 
Copenhagen ... 2,000 ..... 23,708 . 4,536 
Beeerem, BWOGGR <cces secee wacwn 61,685 
Eee Fe ee 5,175 7,143 
CUBE i occiccess 5,000 6,000 6,927 11,662 
|). MPT TEL ERS MEL LL eee 5,470 2,533 
Te er 3,832 1,860 
Other W. I.’s... 17,000 48,000 18,060 14,273 
Cen. America .. 7,000 27,000 11,150 7,025 
Brasil 2.0.00. 20,000 ..... 14,498 20,579 
Other S. A. ... 3,000 7,000 3,199 5,440 
B. N. Americ&.. 2.2. cweoss 540 885 ~ 
GHUPORRE ccccs, wives O3.000 seine “Sess 
Others ......+.. 3,000 58,000 294 8,059 ° 
Totals ....... 144,000 296,000 217,054 333,882 





World’s Grain Shipments 
World’s wheat and corn shipments by 
weeks in bushels (000’s omitted): 
Feb. 19 Feb. 20 














Wheat— Feb. 17 Feb.10 1916 1915 
America ..... 4,727 5,488 7,912 3,386 
India .......+. 326 BOE wcvce .crimsh 
Argentina .... 2,200 2,071 2,440 8,184 
Australia ..... 970 720 448 vcer. 
Others ....... 76 64 108 96 

Tots., wheat 8,299 8,687 10,908 12,566 
COFR oe. cccees 2,704 2,779 8,997 3,491 

On passage— 

Wheat ....... eves woucs 46,872 43,760 
Corn ...eeees 0” “wees” ‘esiees 17,783 22,465 


COOPERS’ CHIPS 


For the week ending Saturday, flour 
barrel stock was unloaded by three Min- 
neapolis shops as follows: elm staves, 7 
cars; heading, 1; total cars, 8. 

The use by Minneapolis flour mills of 
6,120 barrels for the week ending Satur- 
day represented the consumption approx- 
imately of 31,100 patent hoops and 31,100 
wire hoops. 

The sales and make of flour barrels by 


three Minneapolis shops for the week ending 
on the dates given below were: 


-———— Sa les——__, 
1917 1916 1915 1914 1917 
Feb. 17. *6,935 15,490 27,240 21,915 10,390 


Feb. 10. 4,920 20,336 18,595 21,615 9,005 
Feb, 3. 6,225 17,900 22,770 20,945 11,110 
Jan. 27.. 6,980 27,330 21,865 22,030 10,290 


*These figures include 1,632 half-barrels, 
two half-barrels being counted as one barrel. 


Attached are quotations of flour barrel 
stock, prompt shipment f.o.b, cars, Minne- 
apolis: 


Michigan elm staves, M........$10.00@10.50 


Gum etaves, BM .cscccccccccese + 9.25@ 9.50 
Basswood heading, | ees - ™%@8e 

Birch heading, 17%-inch, set. 7%@ T%ec 
Patent hoops, 6 ft., M.......... > 11.25 @11.75 
Patent hoops, 5% ft., M........ 10.60@10.75 
Birch staves, M .......++++ sees 9.25@ 9.76 
Beech staves, M ......sseeeee8 + 9.25@ 9.76 
Hickory hoops, M ........ eeeee 6.00@ 6.50 
Head linings, carload, M ...... .30@ .40 
Head linings, small lots, M..... -40@_ .50 


Special reports to The Northwestern Miller 
from northwestern shops outside of Minne- 
apolis as to the use of flour barrels, show: 


No. r—Barrels—, No. 1917 


shops sold made shops sold 
Fob. 27,... 3 505 505 3 1,490 
Feb, 10.... 3 725 570 5 4,585 


Feb, 3.... 3 1,160 1,570 5 2,920 
Jan. 27.... 4 1,395 2,520 5 5,280 

Following are the points reporting: Fari- 
bault and Red Wing. 





Northwestern Flour Output—Exports 

The attached tables show the flour output 
and foreign shipments and approximate con- 
sumption of wheat by mills of Minneapolis 
and Duluth; also by 65 “outside” mills with 
a daily capacity of 55,300 bbis, from Sept. 1, 
1916, to Feb. 10, 1917, with comparisons, in 

bbls (000’s omitted): 
c—Exports—, 


-—Output—>7" 
1916-17 1915-16 1916-17 1915-16 
7 








Minneapolis ... 7,575 10,287 . 471 

Duluth-Superior 652 778 49 58 

65 outside mills 4,226 6,320 95 160 
Totals...... 12,353 17,385 615 930 


The same mills consumed wheat in this 
period, in bus (000’s omitted), as follows: 
16-17 1915-16 


Minneapolig ........eseeeees 34,087 46,291 
Duluth-Superior ...........+. 2,484 3,501 
65 outside mills ..........++. 19,017 28,440 

BORED coi dicdevevens cevaces 55,588 78,232 





United States Visible Grain Supply 
Visible supply of grain in the United 
States in bushels (000’s omitted): 
Wheat Corn Oats Rye Brly 
Feb, 17, 1917 46,848.12,709 39,538 2,024 4,516 
Feb. 10, 1917 47,888 11,895 41,633 2,274 4,941 
Feb. 19, 1916 64,230 19,666 20,110 2,737 3,068 
Feb. 20, 1915 51,759 41,246 33,001 1,372 3,733 
Feb. 21, 1914 57,806 17,537 22,077 
Changes for the week: Deareaase- bent, 
1,040,000 bus; oats, 2,095,000; rye, 250,000; 
barley, 425,000. Increase—Corn, 814,000 bus. 


Minneapolis-Duluth-Winnipeg Receipts 
Wheat receipts in carloads at Minneapolis, 
Duluth and Winnipeg for six days were: 
r—Mplis— -—Duluth— Winnipeg 
1917 1916 1917 1916 1917 1916 




















Feb. 14.... 250 269 24 45 145 235 
Feb. 15.... 304 399 10 22 393 260 
Feb. 16.... 350 417 7 55 319 484 
Feb. 17.... 221 418 6 41 266 3873 
Feb.-19.... 423 8653 9 40 174 623 
Feb. 20.... 190 °.. 12°... 284 
Totals....1,738 2,356 68 203 1,571 1,975 


*Holiday. 


Coarse Grain at Minneapolis 


Feb. 19.—For the week, oats were in good 
strong demand and prices were higher. Oats 
in eastern cars especially were wanted. No. 
3 white closed today at 56% @57%c bu; No. 4 
white, 55% @56\%c. 

The first of the week, choice corn only was 
in demand, but since then market has been 
very active and strong for all grades, and 
especially for corn in eastern cars. Closing 
prices today: No. 3 yellow, $1.01@1.02% bu; 
other grades, 93c@$1.02. 

Rye was in good milling demand and 
prices were strong. Shippers were also in 
the market, but owing to car scarcity few 
sales were made. No. 2 closed at. $1.43@1.44 
bu today. 

Barley was active most of the week. 
Malting grades and barley in cars that could 
be shipped east were in best demand. Clos- 
ing range today: 94c@$1.23 bu. 


Winter and Spring Wheat Crops 
Final estimates of the wheat crop and 
acreage of the United States, by years, made 
by the Department of Agriculture, are as 
follows (hundreds omitted in acreage and 
thousands in yield): 
———— Acres———_, ,- Bushels—_,, 
Winter Spng Total be pas Tot 
1916.. 34,829 17,956 652,785 482 158 640 
1915.. 41,308 19,161 60,469 674 352 1,026 
1914.. 36,008 17,633 63,5641 685 206 891 
1913.. 31,690 18,486 60,184 624 240 763 
1912.. 26,671 19,248 45,8156 400 830 730 
1911.. 29,163 20,881 49,643 481 191 621 








February 21, 1917 





OCEAN RATES 
Ocean rates on flour from Atlantic ports, 
as quoted in Minneapolis, Tuesday, were as 
follows, in cents per 100 lbs: 





———F rom: 
Phila- 
Bos- Balti- del- 
To— ton more phia 
Aberdeen ........ ©6n8 bee Boos 
Amsterdam cove oeee 
Po Rea a eeee . 
2 Se rs evel sess Se 
Christiania +++ 177.00 176.00 
Copenhagen .... we — 00 176. a4 
Dundee ..... we ° 
Glasgow ......... «es 
Gothenburg sees 177. 00 176. 00 
Havre ....... eves . éeee 
Helsingfors vaée 183.00 182.00 
Se eee ee . euee ose ihe 
Liverpool ....... Fi 76.00 .... 76.00 
Manchester ...... oes soos O000 1... 
Marseilles ....... 
Rotterdam ee 200s wae 


St. John’s, N. F.. 75.00 

Rate from Newport News te “ Baverpeol, 
80c; London, 80c. 

The rates quoted on sacked flour are sub- 
ject to confirmation with respect to the 
quantity, period of shipment and/or specific 
steamer or sailing date. All contracts and 
all shipments are subject strictly to the ex- 
press stipulations of the “War Clause” 
adopted by the respective steamship services. 


ALL-RAIL RATES 

All-rail rates from Minneapolis and Min- 

nesota Transfer, in cents per 100 Ibs: 

To— To— 

Albany ......... 25.1 Philadelphia .... 23.8 
Baltimore ...... 22.8 Philadelphia® ... 21.3 
Baltimore* ..... 20.3 Philadelphiaft ... 21.3 
Baltimoret ..... 20.3 Pittsburgh ...... 19.0 
Binghamton .... 22.8 Portland ........ 27.8 
Boston ......... 27.8 Portland® ....... 22.3 
Boston* .:...... 22.3 Punxsutawney .. 22.8 
Bostont ........- 28.38 Quebec ...... 2.8 
Buffalo ......... 19.0 Richfield Springs 25.1 
Corning ........ 22.8 Rochester ...... 22.8 
++++. 22.8 Rockland ... 8 
-. 19.0 Schenectady + 26.1 
+. 22.8 Scranton ....... 23.8 
8 
8 
1 
1 
8 
0.0 
8 





[thaca ........ 
Montreal ....... 27.8 Syracuse ........ 22. 
Mount Morris ... 22.8 Troy .......+++. 25. 
Newport News*. 20.3 Utica ........... 24. 
New York ...... 26.8 Wayland fazas os SS 
New York* ..... 22.3 Chicago (local).. 
New Yorkt ..... 23.8 Wilkes-Barre ... 33. 
Ogdensburg ..... 27.8 

*Applies on flour for export only. tExport 
shipment of grain products (except flour), 
including bran, oil cake, malt sprouts, etc. 


KANSAS CITY 

Rates on flour for domestic shipment, all- 
rail, from Kansas City to points named, in 
cents per 100 lbs: 
New York ...... 29.6 Scranton ....... 27.5 
Boston ......... 81.6 Baltimore ...... 26.5 
Philadelphia .... 27.6 Washington ..... 26.5 
Pittsburgh ...... 28.0 Detroit ......... 19.9 
Albany .. 28.8 Rochester ......\ 26.5 
Syracuse ........ 26.6 “Cleveland ....... 20.9 
Va. com. points.. 26.6 Louisville ....... 17.4 

Inland rates, all-rail, on flour for export, 
Kansas City to ports named: 
Boston ...... +++ 27.0 Baltimore ..... - 25.0 
New York ...... 27.0 Halifax eeoee 28.0 
Philadelphia .... 26.0 Portland, Me.... 27.0 
Virginia ports... 25.0 Montreal ....... 26.0 
St. John, N. B... 27.0 : 

Through foreign rates on flour may be 
arrived at by figuring above rates to At- 
lantic ports in connection with ocean rates 
quoted at the head of this department. 


DETROIT AND TOLEDO 
Rates on flour, in cents per 100 Ibs, from 
Detroit, Toledo and Sandusky to points 
named: Reship- 
Ex-lake Reship- ping 
Ex-lake export ping =" 
1 1 





New York ...... 14 12 4 
Boston .......+. 16 12 16 12 
Philadelphia ... 12.5 11 12 11 
Baltimore ...... 11.5 10.5 11 10 
Richmond ...... 11.5 10.5 11 10 
Norfolk ........ 11.5 10.5 11 10 
Washington, D.C. 11.5 ee 11 10 
Cumberland, Md., 

Meyersdale, 

Pa., Ss aguescaree 

W. Va. 10.5 
Albany .... 13.5 
Utica .... . 12 
Syracuse . . oe 11 
Rochester ..... - il o% 11 


CHICAGO 
Rates on flour for domestic shipment, al!- 
rail, from Chicago to points named, in cents 
per 100 Ibs, are shown herewith: 





Baltimore ......14.5 Boston ...... eee 19.6 
Rochester ...... 14.5 Philadelphia .... 15.5 
TROY ..iscccee +. 14.5 Pittsburgh ...... 9.7 
Syracuse .......14.6 Albany ......... 16.8 
New York .......17.5 

8ST. LOUIS 


Domestic rates, all-rail, on flour in sacks, 
in cents per 100: Ibs: 
New York ..... roa Baltimore ..... 17.50 
Boston ........ 22. Washington ... 17.50 
Philadelphia ... 18. HH Detroit ........ 10.90 
Buffalo ........ 14.00 Newport News.. 17.50 
Albany .......+. 19.80 Richmond, va, - 17.50 
Syracuse ....... 17.60 Rochester ..... 17.50 
Va. com, points. 17.60 Cleveland ...... 11.90 
Scranton ....... 18.60 Indianapolis ... 8.30 
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February 21, 1917 
DUTY TO FURNISH CARS 


Does an Agreement to Sell Flour F.o.b. Mill 
Bind the Seller to Supply Cars? 
—Courts Not in Agreement 


Under a contract for sale f.o.b, the 
seller’s western mill, shipment to be made 
in a specified month, is the buyer en- 
titled to require the mill to obtain and 
load eastern line cars? This important 
question is raised by a sales-manager, 
who adds the following details: 

“Eastern line cars being practically un- 
obtainable, the mill offered to make de- 
livery, as per terms, of the contract, f.o.b. 
Minneapolis, in Great Northern, Northern 
Pacific, or any ore available equip- 
ment. This the buyer refused to accept, 
stating that eastern line cars, or any cars 
that would go east of Chicago, were the 
only ones he could use. 

“Is the buyer in default for not taking 
delivery or furnishing instructions call- 
ing for cars that could be obtained by the 
mills; and in the case of a sudden decline 
in prices, could a cancellation of the 
contract be effected for non-delivery, or 
would the contract be considered, if not 
so agreed, as continuing until such times 
as eastern cars become obtainable?” 

On the judicial authorities mentioned 
below, we are of the opinion that the 
buyer is in default; that he had no right 
to require loading on the cars of a for- 
eign railroad without supplying those 
cars himself at the mill. This opinion 
rests, however, on an assumption that 
there had been no customary dealings 
between the parties under which the 
buyer was justified in believing that the 


mill would procure eastern line cars on’ 


his request. 
COURTS NOT AGREED 


No doubt it will surprise many persons 
to hear that the courts are not agreed 
that a seller under a contract for sale 
f.o.b. his mill is unqualifiedly bound to 
furnish any cars at all. It is held by 
some courts of high authority that the 
buyer must supply the cars, unless the 
seller has expressly or impliedly agreed 
to provide them. 

The circumstances under which such an 
obligation has been found to have been 
impliedly assumed by the seller were that 
he had customarily furnished cars under 
similar contracts with the same buyer, or 
had treated the particular contract as 
requiring him to do so. 

On the other hand, there are other 
states in which the view has been judi- 
cially adopted that the seller’s duty to 
supply transportation equipment is so 
generally recognized in the business world 
that he will be presumed to have agreed 
to furnish them, in the absence of express 
or implied special agreement to the con- 
trary. This view has been followed in 
the latest decisions on the subject. 

But we do not believe that any judicial 
authority can be found to sustain a view 
that a mill is bound to furnish foreign 
cars, unless that obligation has been 
fixed by contract or customary dealings 
between the particular contracting par- 
ties. Even those courts which hold that 
there is an implied agreement by the 
seller to furnish cars based their conclu- 
sion on general custom, which we under- 
stand never has required a seller to pro- 
vide foreign cars; the decisions appearing 
to require no more than that the seller 
load upon the cars of a domestic road, or 
other available cars, and bill the ship- 
ments through in proper form. 


CASES BEARING ON ISSUE 


The following. citation to the law re- 
ports shows the principal decisions hold- 
ing that the shipper is bound to procure 
the necessary cars, where the buyer has 
not expressly or impliedly assumed that 
duty: Menz Lumber Co. vs. McNeeley & 
Co., 58 Wash. 223; Hurst vs. Altamont 
Mfg. Co, 73 Kansas, 422; Vogt vs. 
Schienebeck, 122 Wis. 491, 100 N. W. 
820; Elliott vs. Howison, 146 Ala. 568. 

The most important decisions holding 
the contrary view—that the buyer must 
furnish the cars unless the seller has ex- 
pressly or impliedly agreed to do so—are 
cited as follows: 

Consolidated Coal Co. vs. Schneider, 
163 Ill. 393, 45 N. E. 126; Hocking vs. 
Hamilton, 158 Pa. St. 107, 27 Atl. 836; 
Baltimore & Lehigh Railway Co. vs. Steel 
Rail Supply Co., 193 Fed. 655, 658; 
Evanston Elevator & Coal Co. vs. Cast- 
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ner, 133 Fed. 409; Neimeyer Lumber Co. 
vs. Burlington & Missouri River Rail- 
road Co., 54 Neb. 321, 74 N. W. 670; 
Kunkle vs. Mitchell, 56 Pa. St. 100; 
Dwight vs. Eckert, 117 Pa. St. 490; Chi- 
cago Lumber Co. vs. Comstock, 71 Fed. 
477; Davis vs. Alpha Portland Cement 
Co., 134 Fed. 274. 

The language of the Kansas opinion, 
the leading authority for holding the 
seller under obligation to procure cars, 
shows that cars of roads operating at the 
place of shipment were meant, for the 
court speaks of the shipper’s superior 
opportunity for procuring them. Cer- 
tainly, it is just as inconvenient for a 
western mill to secure cars from an east- 
ern road as it is for an eastern con- 
signee to procure cars of a western road 
for loading at such mill. 

In the Baltimore & Lehigh Railway 
Co. case above cited, the United States 
circuit court of appeals, third district, 
held that the named railway contract to 
deliver rails f.o.b. Pennsylvania railroad 
cars impliedly bound the buyer to pro- 
cure such cars. 

It must be manifest that, in the case 
presented by our correspondent, ship- 
ment of the goods in cars available in 
Minneapolis would facilitate arrival of 
the freight at its destination over await- 
ing availability of eastern cars. 

Under this view, the decision of the 
Mississippi supreme court in the case of 
Malaga Packing Co. vs. Threefoot, 97 
Miss. 21, seems to be pertinent. There 
it was decided that routing of freight 
over a line oti..- than that specified in a 
contract of sale did not render the ship- 
ping seller liable for delay in arrival; it 
appearing that, on account of shortage 
of cars, shipment over the designated 
line would have caused at least an equal- 
ly long delay. 

OBLIGATION CANNOT BE ENLARGED 

There is a fundamental legal principle, 
applicable to all kinds of contracts, that 
contractual obligations of one party to 
an agreement cannot be enlarged by the 
act of the other subsequent to the making 
of the contract. Hence, if when a con- 
tract was made for a sale “f.o.b. Minne- 
apolis, January shipment,” there was no 
express or implied obligation on the mill’s 
part to procure eastern cars, that obliga- 
tion could not be created by the buyer’s 
subsequent shipping instructions. 

The parties should be presumed to have 
contemplated a probable shortage of east- 
ern cars on western roads, and to have 
contracted with a view to equipment 
available at the shipping point. If a 
buyer could require a mill to furnish 
certain cars in a case of this kind, it 
would be possible for him to escape his 
promise to buy, by demanding shipment 
in cars known to him to be unobtainable, 
with the same grace that a restaurant 
patron salved his conscience in eating 
meat on Friday by first ordering whale. 

We are of the opinion that the buyer 
broke his part of the contract by ae 
to accept delivery as offered by the mill, 
thereby rendering himself liable in dam- 
ages, the same as if he had unqualifiedly 
repudiated the contract, the recoverable 
damages being based upon the excess of 
the contract price above any lower mar- 
ket value at the time of such breach of 
the contract. His right to delivery could 
not be revived by subsequent availability 
of eastern cars, and it seems to us that 
delivery could now be made only upon 
such terms as may be agreed upon. 

A. L. H. Srreer. 





Webb Bill Reported 

Wasuinoton, D. C., Feb. 17.—The 
Webb bill to authorize American joint 
foreign selling agencies has, after many 
delays, finally been reported out, with a 
favorable recommendation for passage, 
by the Senate Committee on Interstate 
Commerce. 

As. originally drawn, the bill would 
have made possible the action contemplat- 
ed, but on its passage in the House, 
and when it was too late to argue the 
bill, it was quite emasculated, and went 
to the Senate trimmed of its essential 
features, in a shape that, in the opinion 
of many, would actually prevent the pro- 
posed combinations. The Department of 
Justice and the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion had passed favorably on the original 
bill, and their approval was a guide for 
the Senate committee in its work of re- 
storing the bill to its proper lines, 


Of the urgent necessity for its pas- 
sage the committee, in ma geiny Bh bill 
to the Senate, says: “Since the beginning 
of the European war the allies have even 
organized buying agencies for the benefit 
of their governments and their people. 
Our merchants and manufacturers must 
meet this situation. Very few of them 
can compete single-handed with these 
great combinations. Our belief is that it 
is necessary to permit our business men 
to form similar organizations or associa- 
tions, so as to enable them to meet for- 
eign competitors on a more equal footing. 
In this way they will be able to reduce 
the selling cost and keep in closer touch 
with the demands of the foreign mar- 
kets.” 

This is one of the bills that will be 
pushed hard for passage, as it was one 
of the matters specifically mentioned by 
the President in his last annual message 
to Congress. The time is short in which 
to act, for after debate and action by 
the Senate it must go to conference for 
final consideration. 

Ricuarp B. Warrovs. 


Equalize Export Flour Rates 

Colorado-Gulf lines some time ago 
filed tariffs increasing rates on grain from 
Colorado points to Galveston for export, 
the increases varying, on a group plan, 
upward to about 6c per 100 lbs. The 
Denver Grain Exchange Association, 
Colorado Public Utilities Commission and 
other organizations protested the ad- 
vance. 

The Interstate Commerce Commission 
has upheld the legitimacy of the advance, 
which had been suspended until Jan. 17, 
and, in passing on the absence of material 
change in the export rate on flour, said: 

“The present rates on flour 2 | export 
are 5c per 100 lbs higher than the rates 
on wheat. In the suspended tariffs the 
rates on wheat and flour are the- same, 
the increase in the rates on flour being 
y,c per 100 lbs. The respondents ex- 
plain that in the past no flour has moved 
from Colorado to the Gulf ports for ex- 
port, and they hope that the elimination 
of the 5c differential will tend to stimu- 
late the movement. In the territory west 
of the Mississippi River the rates on 
wheat and flour are usually the same. 
The protestants do not object to the pro- 
posed equalization of the rates.” 








The Congressional Tangle 

Wasuinoton, D. C., Feb. 17.—In just 
two weeks from the date of this writing, 
Congress will be adjourning sine die. 
They must be strenuous weeks to com- 

lete the legislation that is imperative to 
the wheels of the government going. 
The navy and army appropriation bills 
are yet to be disposed of; the revenue 
bill is not completed; the water-power 
bills, which have been more or less con- 
tinuously under consideration during the 
two years of this Congress, are still pend- 
ing, and the railway legislation strongly 
urged by the President for passage is 
only just out of committee. The railway 
bills do not come up to the conditions set 
forth by the President, and it is expected 
that in each house they will call forth 
much debate, with the outcome altogether 
in doubt at the present writing. 

As things are now, it is a case of daily 
and nightly grind for the senators and 
representatives. The sessions begin now 
at 10 or 11 in the morning instead of at 
noon, and not infrequently night sessions 
are being held. The committees are still 
busy on important administration bills. 
There is not much talk of a special ses- 
sion, but such a session is always to be 
considered in these times of uncertainty. 

The Republicans in the House, in cau- 
cus, have decided to plan to organize for 
possible control of the next House. As 
things stand, the best information is that 
the two principal parties will stand even- 
ly divided, with some four or five inde- 
pendent votes to control the situation, 
which means that the Republicans may 
possibly control the organization of the 
House. In that event the impression pre- 
vails that Congressman Mann, of Chi- 
cago, will be the next speaker. 

The organization of the committees 
would be of great importance, as Repub- 
licans would succeed to the places now 
held by the Democrats,. with a majority 
of the former on each committee. So, 
when Congress does reassemble, either in 
special session or next December, there 
will be a lively contest for control. 


545 


Should the country in the meantime be 
plunged into actual warfare, it is not 
unlikely that the Republicans would de- 
sist from any attempt at control, in the 
belief that the President should be 
backed by a Congress of his own party. 
That action would be on the ground of 
patriotism and united support of the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army and 
Navy. 

Ricwarp B. Wartrovs. 





Navy Purchasing Specifications 

The system of elastic price-buying in 
use by the Bureau of Supplies and Ac- 
counting of the Navy Department is as 
follows: 


Bids for deliveries at the several yards 
specified in schedules advertising flour in 
bags for eastern navy yards shall be submit- 
ted on a 200 per cent basing price plus a 
fixed price per 100 pounds expressed in cents; 
the fixed price to cover all items such as 
profits, cost of milling, sacks, transportation 
and other expenses necessary to deliver the 
flour at the places specified in schedules. 
The basing price is to be the lowest closing 
quotation on either No. 1 northern cash 
wheat at Minneapolis, Minn., or on No, 2 
hard winter cash wheat at Kansas City, Mo., 
on the date on which the order for shipment 
is received. 

EXAMPLE 

Closing price of wheat, $1; 200 per cent 
equals $2, plus 63.5, fixed price per 100 
pounds, equals $2.635, price per 100 pounds 
to be paid by the government. 

~ 7 


The bidder shall state on the blank line 
provided in the schedules which of the above- 
mentioned quotations is to be used as the 
basing price for his percentages. 

Award of contract will be made on the 
basis of the closing quotations at Kansas 
City, Mo., and Minneapolis, Minn., on the 
day preceding the date fixed for opening bids. 

The receipt of an order for shipment must 
be acknowledged promptly and the date of 
its receipt stated in its acknowledgment. 

Bills for each shipment shall be forwarded 
promptly to the officer ordering same, and 
must be accompahied by a certificate from 
the secretary of the Chamber of Commerce, 
Minneapolis, Minn., or from the secretary of 
the Kansas City (Mo.) Board of Trade, 
establishing the lowest closing quotation on ~ 
the day on which the order for shipment was 
received. 

A note in the blank form of proposal 
now in-use supplements this as follows: 

The attention of bidders is invited to the 
method of submitting proposals and to 
“Specifications 56F2A,” issued by the Navy 
Department Sept. 1, 1915. The ‘200 per cent 
basing price’ referred to is specified on the 
assumption that it takes approximately 2 
bushels of wheat to produce 100 pounds of 
flour. The ‘fixed price per 100 lbs” to be 
quoted above by bidders is to cover the cost 
of converting the wheat into flour, profit, 
sacking, delivery expenses, etc. The “basing 
price’ being grounded on fluctuations on 
wheat need not be taken into account in 
estimating the ‘fixed price.” For each 100 
pounds of flour delivered by the contractor, 
payment will be made on the basis of 2 
bushels of wheat at the lowest closing quo- 
tation for the kind of wheat specified in the 
contract on the date on which the order for 
shipment was received plus “the fixed price 
per 100 pounds” stated in the’ contract. 

Millers say that the factors of uncer- 
tainty in making up prices based on this 
system are the cost of the additional 
amount of wheat required over the two- 
bushel basis and the, of course unavoid- 
able, changes in offal prices. While, on 
a market advance, the miller would re- 
ceive at the rate of four cents per barrel 
additional for his flour for each cent 
added to the cost of wheat, he would have 
to buy at the rate of four and a half 
bushels of wheat, or more, per barrel, at 
an added cost of four and a half cents. 
He would, of course, gain proportionate- 
ly in the event of wheat declining in 
price,—receiving but four cents per bar- 
rel less for his flour on each cent of 
market decline, while saving in wheat 
cost at the rate of four and a half cents. 

Sales on this elastic basis naturally 
require no “hedging,” since, in effect, 
they amount to an extension of the privi- 
lege to take a certain quantity of flour 
to be invoiced at the market basis. 





Record Prices for Feed 

T. Morgan Bowen, manager Hecker- 
Jones-Jewell Milling Co., Buffalo, N. Y: 

The recent advance in wheat has prac- 
tically shut off new business. Volume of 
recent buying has not been large, but well 
seattered throughout our territory,—east 
of Buffalo. Stocks in hands of middle- 
men are very light. Trade in next 60 
days depends entirely upon wheat. A 
substantial break would no doubt induce 
a good deal of business. 

Millfeed prices are the highest we haye 
ever seen them. Present prices will con- 
tinue as long as mills run light and scar- 
city of empty cars prevails from the 
West. 
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With the shortage of cars becoming 
more pronounced every day, shippers of 
both flour and grain are badly handi- 
capped for lack of equipment. Some mills 
have flour sold for February shipment, 
but so far have been unable to get: cars 
in which to ship it. This is the chief 
cause for the general restriction of busi- 
ness; reselling is still a drawback, but 
the volume is generally growing less. 

From the number of inquiries re- 
ceived, under normal conditions flour 
trade would be very good, as both job- 
bers’ and bakers’ stocks. are low, and 
shipping directions, in most cases, accom- 
pany purchases. In the East, resellers 
still dominate the market, but not to the 
extent they did a few weeks ago. 

There is more reselling in the South 
than at any other point, according to 
reports from country mills, but shortage 
of cars is the most vexatious problem, as 
railroads are unable to supply sufficient 
to move even the flour for which there is 
a demand, and mill stocks are accumu- 
lating. 

The acute congestion at the eastern sea- 
board has prevented foreign business 
and, although numerous bids are being 
received from the United Kingdom, con- 
ditions make business impossible. There 
is little, if any, trade with Latin America, 
and mills are not anxious to make book- 
ings. 

Local demand is quiet at fairly steady 
prices. Buyers are only purchasing to 
cover actual needs, and some mills claim 
they are making no bookings, resellers 
securing the bulk of the business passing. 
There was a slight improvement noted in 
the demand for clears of good quality. 

Nominal quotations at the close: hard 
winter fancy patent, $8.20@8.45; straight, 
$7.80@8.10; first clear, $7.20@7.60; sec- 
ond clear, $6.30@6.60; low-grade, $6.10@ 
6.30,—jute. Soft winter fancy patent, 
$8.20@8.50; second patent, $7.90@8.10; 
extra fancy, $7.35@7.50; second clear, 
$6.75@7; low-grade, $6.10@6.40,—jute 
or cotton. Pacific Coast soft wheat fancy 
patent, $8.20@8.45; straight, $7.90@8; 
cut-off, $7.35@7.45,—jute. Spring wheat 
patent, $8.60@9; first clear, $8@8.20,— 
jute. Rye, $8.05; dark, $7.55. 

Millfeed demand is good, coming 
mainly from near-by mills and the South- 
west. Offerings are exceedingly light, 
and mills show no disposition to make 
forward bookings, anticipating higher 
prices when conditions will permit ship- 
ments east. Prices advanced steadily, 
closing about $1@2 ton higher on the 
week. 

THE WEATHER AND THE WHEAT 

Although the fields in Missouri and 
southern Illinois are unprotected, the 
growing wheat plant did not suffer from 
any further severe frosts, higher tem- 
peratures prevailing all the week. The 
plant, however, needs moisture badly, 
especially in southern Missouri as, in 
some cases, the fields look brown. A good 
blanket of snow which would afford pro- 
tection as well as moisture would be very 
beneficial. 

Following is the gist of reports re- 
ceived: Needs moisture or snow covering 
...Have had no rain for some time, and 
the ground is very dry; plant looks dead, 
but warmer weather and rain is needed 
to show actual condition...Will have to 
wait for spring weather to see if dam- 
aged from frost...No pronounced dam- 
age reported yet...Under snow, but 
show no improvement...Fields look bare 
and brown; a snow will determine 


prospects. ..Badly damaged. . . Still being 





dormant, it is too early to tell what dam- 
age, if any, has one. 
Mills included in the above reports are: 


Biake Milling Co., Edwardsville, Ill. 

H. C. Cole Milling Co., Chester, I)1. 
Columbia (Ill.) Star Milling Co. 

Highland (Ill.) Milling Co. 

Lexington (Ky.) Roller Mills Co. 

Pfeffer Milling Co., Lebanon, II]. 
Steeleville (Ill.) Milling Co. 

Chas. Tiedemann Milling Co., O’Falion, Ill. 


CEREALS AND FEED 

Due to the high price asked for barley 
screenings, there is no demand for these 
goods, as buyers cannot afford to use 
them for mixing purposes. Demand for 
wheat screenings is limited. 

Some spelt was worked in this market 
from Minneapolis this week, but the 
quantity was limited. Demand for this 
grade is small in this market. 

The demand for bran was good. The 
price of $1.80 is just double the low point 
this season. 

A small lot of ground rice hulls was 
booked in this market from Arkansas, 
but the price realized was unobtainable. 


FLOUR OUTPUT 

The flour output of the St. Louis mills, 
with a Weekly capacity of 50,400 bbls, for 
the week ending Feb. 17 was 36,700, rep- 
resenting 73 per cent of capacity, com- 
pared with 32,700, or 65 per cent, last 
week, 31,600, or 63 per cent, a year ago, 
and 37,400, or 74 per cent, in 1915. 

Outside mills, with a weekly capacity 
of 77,400 bbls, the product of which is 
sold from St. Louis, made 46,800, repre- 
senting 60 per cent, compared with 48,- 
400, or 63 per cent, last week, 59,200, or 
76 per cent, a year ago, and 57,500, or 74 
per cent, in 1915. 

NOTES 

J. L. Rodney, president of the Abilene 
(Kansas) Flour Mills Co., stopped in St. 
Louis this week on his way 

D. H. Wiegmann, sales-manager of the 
Chas. Tiedemann Milling Co., O’Fallon, 
Ill, called at this office this week. . 

A. P. Husband, secretary of the Mill- 
ers’ National Federation, was here this 
week conferring with President Plant re- 
garding the mass camp meeting to be 
held at Hollister, Mo. 

The Jones-Wise Commission Co., St. 
Louis, hay and grain, has filed a volun- 
tary petition in bankruptcy. Henry M. 
Wise, vice-president and treasurer, listed 
the liabilities at $30,115 and assets at 
$24,908. 

E. M. Kelly, president of the Liberty 
Mills, Nashville, Tenn., accompanied by 
his head miller, H. E. Reynolds, was on 
‘change this week. He said, business was 
very dull, and that the shortage of cars 
was interfering with sales. 

Frank H. Blodgett, president of the 
Blodgett Milling Co., Janesville, Wis., 
who called at this office this week, stated 
that his company had had an exception- 
ally good year. He was on his way to 
the Pacific Coast, where he will combine 
business with pleasure. 

Gus Kahle, of the Werthan Bag Co., 
St. Louis, returned this week from south- 
western Missouri and southeastern Kan- 
sas. He said he found business very 
satisfactory, but that the growing crop 
in that territory had experienced unfa- 
vorable weather and, undoubtedly, some 
damage had been done. 

E. C. Dreyer, of the Dreyer Commis- 
sion Co., on his return from the East, 
stated that New England was suffering 
from want of feedstuffs, and conditions 
in that territory were of a serious nature. 
Although there are a number of cars in 
transit, they are not available and, unless 
conditions are relieved, serious results 
will follow. 

Oscar L. Whitelaw, who served as 
president of the St. Louis Merchants’ 
Exchange in 1900 and as assistant Unit- 


ed States treasurer under President 
Taft, died Feb. 11, aged 76. He had 
been associated with the Merchants’ Ex- 
a pti age and a resolution was 
raf the exchange expressing sym- 
pathy with his family. Mr. Whitelaw 
was president of the Whitelaw Bros. 
Cc cal Co., and is survived by his 
widow and four children. 


MINNEAPOLIS AND NORTHWEST 

(Continued from page 534.) 
for February-March ms YK: to either 
London or vin l. It is feared that 
the non-arrival of shipments at seaboard 
for February shipment, due to the freight 
congestion in the East, will cause trouble 
later. 

Indefinite rumors are current, both at 
Minneapolis and in the East, to the effect 
that wheat and flour, when bought by the 
British government, usually have gone 
through to Gulf and Atlantic ports in 
time to catch designated steamers. This 
condition has been exemplified in not a 
few cases. Why other shipments should 
be delayed and the British purchases get 
to the seaboard promptly, is much com- 
mented on in shipping circles, 

Based on all-rail carriage to the At- 
lantic seaboard, through rates on flour 
from Minneapolis were today (Feb. 19) 

uoted, in cents per 100 Ibs, for prompt 
shipment (14 days): To Aberdeen, 117.5; 
Amsterdam, 198.5; Baltic basis, 197.5; 
Bristol, 102.5; Christiania, 197.5; Copen- 
hagen, 197.5; Cardiff, 
102.5; Leith, 102.5; Liverpool, 97.5; Lon- 
don, 100.5; Marseilles, 153.75; Rotter- 
dam, 197.5; St. John’s, N. F., 100.8. 

MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 

The 150-bbl mill at West Concord, 
Minn., is for sale. 

The machinery of the new 1,500-bbl 
mill of the St. Paul (Minn.) Milling Co. 
is being operated this week. 

L. I. Ziegler, milling engineer for the 
Nordyke & Marmon Co., Indianapolis, 
Ind., is in Minneapolis today (Feb. 20), 
en route home from the West. 

It is reported that Sturgis, S. D., is 
likely to have a new flour mill. Business 
men are willing to donate a site and 
otherwise contribute to the enterprise. 

The L. G. Campbell Milling Co., 
Blooming Prairie, Minn., is reported to 
have bought the 125-bbl mill of the Ames 
Mill Co., at Northfield, Minn. The power 
is water. In the early seventies this was 
one of the mills which took part in the 
development of new process or gradual 
reduction milling. 

CEREALS AND FEED 

Rye flour is quiet but firm in price. 

Rye middlings are strong at $33 ton, 
in 100-lb sacks, f.o.b. Minneapolis. 

Cracked corn and ground feed quota- 
tions have been advanced $2@2.50 ton. 

Bran, Feb. 19, sold at $34 ton, in 100- 
lb sacks, f.o.b. Minneapolis,—the highest 
price on record. 

Rolled oats have been advanced 20c, to 
the basis of $6.60@6.70 bbl, in wood, 
f.o.b. Minneapolis, 

Choice mill oats are firm at 44@49c 
bu, bulk, f.o.b. Minneapotis. Seedy oats 
do not bring over 40c. 

Millfeed prices at Minneapolis are $12 
@14 ton higher than a year ago, and the 
top, millers say, has not yet been reached. 

John E. Geraghty, president North- 
western Feed Co., Minneapolis, will leave 
this week, with his family, for. New 
Orleans, 

A. R. Bell, manager of the feed de- 
partment of Charles A. Rache, Boston, 
was in Minneapolis Feb. 15, calling on 
shippers. 

S. P. Davis, a cottonseed meal broker 
of Little Rock, Ark., was in Minneapolis 
during the week. His wife is in a hospi- 
tal at Rochester, Minn. 

William G. Crocker, manager of the 
feed department of the Washburn- 
Crosby Co., — to leave Feb. 27 for 
Washington. He will remain until after 
the presidential inauguration services. 





D. C. White, of the J. B. Ham Co.,- 


flour, feed and grain jobbers of Lewiston, 
Maine, was in Minneapolis Feb. 15 calling 
upon the Pillsbury Flour Mills Co. whose 
flour his company handles. He rted 
that there was no great distress in Maine 
for feed, but oats were very scarce. 


102.5; Dundee, — 
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Norway Shipments Via the Gulf 

Cuicaco, Inu., Feb. 19.—A conference 
of millers will be held in Washington, 
D. C., this week concerning shipments to 
Norway from the Gulf. p Rs ace Hus- 
band, of the Federation, will leave for 
Washington tomorrow, Feb. 20, the other 
representatives of the industry being 
George S. Milnor, Sparks Milling Co., 
Alton, Ill; E. C. Andrews, Kehlor Flour 
Mills Co., St. Louis, Mo., and E. V. 
Hoffman, Kansas Flour Mills Co., Kan- 
sas City, Mo. 

Secretary Husband recently sent to 
Federation members the following, re- 
lating to Norway shipments: “A number 
of millers shipping flour to Norway via 
Gulf ports are experiencing trouble with 
the Norway-Mexico Gulf Steamship Line, 
George Plant, agent of that line at New 
Orleans, having arbitrarily canceled, at 
the expiration of two weeks from date of 
contract, all contracts for which ‘navi- 
certs,’ or ‘letters of assurance,’ have not 
been received. Delay in issuing ‘navicerts’ 
is with the trade department of the Brit- 
ish embassy at Washington. 

“Millers of St. Louis propose sending 
a committee to Washington on this mat- 
ter in the near future, unless relief is 
obtained, and this office would appreciat: 
hearing from millers who have experi- 
enced difficulty regarding shipments to 
Norway via Gulf ports. Send to the Fed- 
eration office full details, giving date and 
number of steamship company’s contract, 
all correspondence in reference to same, 
particularly letters advising of the can- 
cellation of such contracts because ot 
failure to secure ‘navicerts.’ 

“We would also appreciate volunteers 
from other territories to accompany this 
committee to Washington, if necessary to 
take that step.” C. H. Cuatten. 


Sr. Louis, Mo., Feb. 17.—An informa! 
meeting of 15 millers and exporters of 
St. Louis and surrounding territory was 
held in the directors’ room of the Mer- 
chants’ Exchange, Feb. 13, to confer re 
garding difficulties being encountered in 
making shipments to Scandinavia via 
Gulf ports. 

For several months the steamship lines 
touching at Scandinavian ports have de- 
manded that the documents covering each 
shipment of flour to Scandinavia shall be 
accompanied by “navicerts,” or “letters 
of assurance,” issued by the trade de- 
partment of the British embassy at Wash- 
ington. Considerable delay has been en- 
countered in securing these “navicerts,” 
the delay being from several weeks to 
three months. 

George Plant, agent of the Norway- 
Mexico Gulf Steamship Line, has recent 
ly arbitrarily canceled contracts for 
ocean space to Scandinavian ports when 
“navicerts” have not been secured within 
two weeks after date of ocean contract, 
although in no case have millers been abl 
to secure the necessary “navicerts” within 
that time. Millers present reported that 
it was now necessary to secure “navi- 
certs” coyering shipments to Scandinavi: 
before bills of lading would be issued. 

It was decided that if relief was no! 
obtained within a few days, a committe: 
of St. Louis millers would accompany 
Secretary Husband to Washington to 
confer with the officials of the British 
embassy in an-endeavor to have the situ 
ation cleared up. It was also decided to 
request millers of Kansas City, and other 
territories that ship via Gulf ports, to 
send representatives with this committe: 
to Washington, if that procedure was 
found necessary. Peter Deru. 





Southern Flour Stocks Light 

Thomas L. Moore, Dunlop Mills, Rich 
mond, Va: 

The trade is hand-to-mouth at present. 
with a good deal of trading between job 
bers rather than buying from mills. W: 
gave the question of stocks carried in th: 
South a careful examination in January. 
and a report from about 75 of our repre- 
sentatives would indicate that the jobber: 
did not buy early or, when they did, the) 
did not buy very heavily. However, flow 
trade has been light owing to the shar) 
advance in wheat, and jobbers have from 
60 to 90 days’ supplies of flour in ware 
house and contracted. 

Export trade is too uncertain to tak: 
the chances of loss involved; so we art 
doing only a small business. 

The demand for millfeed is very active. 
and prices high. 
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White flour is still being sold to buyers 
ho hold a license, and the small amount 
f American and Canadian flour avail- 
ible fetches big prices. For Minnesota 
est patents 62@63s ex-store is wanted, 
while good seconds are worth 61s@6ls 6d. 
ior Kansas patents 60@6ls is required, 
even seconds making 59@60s_ex-store. 
\linnesota fancy clears are worth 59s 6d, 
while first clears come at 58@58s 6d, all 
ex-store, 

Manitoba exports are worth 60@6ls, 
uid better-class patents are held at 62s, 
ex-store. Business in American or Cana- 
dian flours milled to the British govern- 
ment’s regulations hangs fire, because of 
the high prices asked and the lack of 
freight room. There is obviously a stren- 
uous attempt being made to get as much 
wheat as possible in available tonnage. 

American offers at 58s 6d@60s net, 
cif, are unworkable, and the same is 
true of Canadian offers at 58s 6d c.i.f., 
though one sale is said to have been made 
on this basis. For the moment, importers 
are not willing to make any bids except 
on the percentage basis. There would be 
plenty of importers ready to bid for 
\ustralians milled at 78 per cent, the offi- 
cial basis in this case, if tonnage were 
available. 

There is a little low-grade flour offer- 
ing at 50s landed for ordinary Minne- 
ipolis type, but business in red dog has 
heen stopped by freight difficulties. 

The London mills have not officially 
raised their price this week, but several 
are asking 6d above the official quotation, 
which is 59s 6d, delivered. English coun- 
try flour remains unaltered at 56s 6d@ 
58s 6d, according to the absence or the 
presence of strong wheat, ex-rail London. 


OATMEAL 


Oatmeal is a trifle irregular this week, 
but Aberdeen is still obtainable at 33s 6d 
per 112 lbs, while Midlothian is at 35s. 
\merican coarse, medium and fine vari- 
eties, owing to recent arrivals, have 
dropped from £32 10s to £32 per ton, 
respectively. . 

MILLFEED 


Millfeed is in short supply and prices 
re well maintained, bran being firm at 
‘14 10s per ton, and coarse middlings 
steady at £15. 


ENTRIES OF FOREIGN FLOUR 


Entries of foreign flour into London 
for two weeks, with the respective coun- 
tries of origin, in sacks of 280 Ibs: 





Jan. 19 Jan. 12 

Japan cade beheek¥s4 ba00% 10,928 6,772 
United Statem .icscccecs 7,666 10,789 
Cunad@ - 2 end dene gee +003 « 2,760 2,450 
Nustralia scugeceeretese 2,544 7,561 
\rSemtime ss ccrccsececes oes 1,000 
Totals .ccdeeewhetens es 23,888 28,572 


Average receipts for four weeks end- 
ings 
Jan. 19 Dec. 22 Nov. 24 


oreign wheat* ...... 88,654 86,661 75,477 
sritish wheatt ...... 1,662 2,267 2,035 
‘oreign flourg ....... 23,585 13,777 12,029 

oreign and British 
flour$. . <ivebewsec as 44,621 35,498 34,216 
Ibs). tSacks 


*Qrs (480 Ibs). fQrse (504 
(280 Ibs). 


THE MONEY SITUATION 


Contrary to all anticipations, the bank 
rate was reduced on Jan. 18 to 514 per 
cent, having stood at 6 per cent since 
July, 1916. The unusual drop of half a 


point was much commented upon on ac- 
count of its extreme rarity, the last time 
the rate was lowered from 6 to 51% per 
cent being in August, 1870, soon after the 
outbreak of the Franco-Prussian War. 

A fair demand has been experienced 
for money, and there are indications that 
the applications for the war loan are hav- 
ing their effect upon supplies, which are 
not too abundant at present. Short loans 
are obtainable at 4@4¥% per cent, and 
seven-day market loans at 41,@4%. 

There has been a fair business passing 
in short treasury bills and Russian bills, 
but otherwise there are few bills offering 
in the discount market. The rate for 
three, four and six months’ bank bills is 
5 per cent, and for trade bills 51,@6. 

New York cable transfers are steady 
at $4.76%,@4.761,, and it is hoped that 
the fresh loan of £50,000,000 just ob- 
tained in the United States will material- 
ly help in dealing with the American ex- 
change. It is just announced that another 
new British loan for $250,000,000 is to be 
offered in the United States immediately 
in the form of 5% Ba cent one-year and 
two-year notes. he loans raised by 
Great Britain in the United States since 
the war began will thus aggregate 
$1,050,000,000, 


THE NEW WAR FLOUR 


The official text of the “Manufacture 
of Flour and Bread Order,” referred to 
in last week’s correspondence, has been 
published. The order was made on Jan. 
11, but does not come into operation until 
Jan. 29. It has been drafted so as to 
proceed on the percentage basis to which 
millers are accustomed to work, but its 
effect may be stated without reference 
to technicalities. 

All flour milled from wheat must be 
straight-run flour, and the miller is re- 
quired to obtain a certain percentage, 
called the prescribed percentage. i 
varies with the different qualities of 
wheat used, but the average is 76. The 
miller is not, however, allowed to stop 
short at the Cay ory percentage, but is 
required to obtain five points beyond this. 
These further five points may be obtained 
either by milling the wheat to a higher 
percentage or by adding flour ground 
from rice, barley, corn, or oats, or any 
mixture of those grains, or in both these 
ways. 

In addition, the miller has an option to 
add a further five points obtained in the 
same way. The effect of this option is 
practically that a sack of 280 lbs of flour 
may contain, in addition to any —— 
sory admixture, about 17 lbs of flour 
ground from rice, barley, corn, or oats. 

It has been represented to the food 
controller that it would be a great con- 
venience to millers to know exactly in any 
particular case how much flour in an 
sack of 280 Ibs must be and how — 
may be flour milled from rice, barley, 
corn, or oats. The food controller has 
accordingly had prepared a table showing 
this, which will available for millers. 
For those millers who wish to work to a 
percentage on any quantity of the fin- 
ished product the following rule is approx- 
imately accurate, and may be worked to: 

For every — cent by which the actual 
percentage f: short of the prescribed 
percentage plus five, the miller must, and 
for every 1 per cent by which the actual 
percentage falls short of the prescribed 
percentage plus a further five, the miller 
may, mix with the wheaten flour a quan- 
tity of the permitted added substance 
which shall equal 114 per cent of the fin- 
ished mixed r. 

The following are the main provisions 
of the new order, to which the schedule of 
percentages is attached: 

1. Except under the —— of the 
food coontroller, no person manu- 


facture any wheaten flour other than a 
straight-run flour. 

2. Except under the authority of the 
food controller, no person shall, after 
Jan. 29, 1917, mill any wheat so that the 
percentage (hereinafter called the actual 
percentage) of the extract of flour ob- 
tained from the cleaned wheat ground in 
his mill during any month or other period 
is less than the percentage (hereinafter 
ealled the prescribed percentage) ascer- 
tained on the basis of the percentages set 
forth in the schedule hereto, or such other 
percentages as the food controller may 
from time to time prescribe. 

Provided, always, that the following 
adjustments shall be made in ascertain- 
ing the prescribed percentage: 

(i) The percentage applicable to any 
Argentine wheat shall be increased by 14 
per cent in respect of each ¥% lb by which 
the actual bushel weight of the Argentine 
wheat milled shall exceed the bushel 
weight specified as eupientte tfereto, 
and shall be decreased by % per cent in 
respect of each ¥% lb by which the actual 
bushel weight shall be less than the bushel 
weight so specified. 

(ii) In any case where the total product 
of the mill in question is obtained exclu- 
sively from English, Scotch, and Irish 
wheats, or any of them, the percentage 
shall be less by one than the percentage 
otherwise applicable. 

3.—(a) Except under the express au- 
thority of the food controller, every per- 
son manufacturing any wheaten flour 
after Jan. 29, 1917, shall, before selling 
or otherwise disposing of the same, in 
respect of every unit by which the actual 
percentage falls short of the prescribed 
percentage plus five, and may, in respect 
of every further unit by which the actual 
percentage falls short of the prescribed 
percentage plus 10, mix with such flour 
one unit of added substance. 

(b) The added substance shall be flour 
milled from rice, barley, corn, or oats, 
and each unit of added substance shall 
be flour so milled of a weight equal to 
each unit of the wheaten flour with which 
it is to be mixed. 

(c) For the Foye yng of this order, rice 
shall be deemed to be milled to a 95 per 
cent extraction and barley to a 60 per 
cent extraction. ; 

4. Except under the authority of the 
food controller, no person shall, after 
March 12, 1917, sell or offer for sale or 
manufacture bread or any other article 
of food for which wheaten flour is used 
unless the wheaten flour used: therein is 
flour which has been manufactured and 
otherwise dealt with as required by this 
order. 

5. For the purpose of any statute, flour 
which has been mixed with rice, barley, 
corn, or oats in manner provided by this 
order, and does not contain any other in- 
gredient, shall, after Jan. 29, 1917, be 
deemed to be exclusively composed of 
wheaten flour. . 

No further regulations have been issued 
regarding the importation of foreign 
flour. It is, therefore, to be presumed 
that, until regulations to the contrary are 
issued, the former regulations will remain 
in force. At the time of writing, import- 
ers are completely in the dark as to their 
standing, but they think that in all proba- 
bility a new standard will be fixed for 
imported flours. In the meantime, cable 
offers received from America and Canada 
are entirely out of line and impossible to 
work on. Consequently, business in for- 
eign flour is practically at a standstill 
for the time being. 


POTATO PRICES 


A few weeks ago the government an- 
nounced certain maximum prices that 
would be paid for the 1917 potato crop. 
These maximum prices have now been 


abandoned, and in their — minimum 
prices have been fixed. decision was 
arrived at owing to the complaint made by 
many potato growers that fixed prices 
previously announced by the government 
would involve the risk of serious loss to a 
large number of producers. It was fur- 
ther feared that the fixing of a maximum 
price might have a tendency to consider- 
ably reduce the acreage. 

The previous maximum prices are now 


declared to be guaranteed minimum 
prices, and are as follows: 115s per ton, 
for delivery from Sept. 15 to Jan. 31; 


120s per ton for delivery in February 
and March; 130s per ton for the remain- 
der of the season. The above prices are 
for lots of not less than six tons, deliv- 
ered f.o.b. 


DEMAND FOR RICE FLOUR 

Owing to the order allowing British 
millers to mix a percentage of rice, corn, 
or barley flour with their wheat flour, 
there is a heavy demand for these prod- 
ucts for mixing purposes. Rice flour has 
advanced considerably during the week, 
and is almost on a parity with wheat 
flour. 

IMPORTANT MILL BURNS 

As announced by cable, the London - 
mill of Wm. Vernon & Sons has been 
burned. It was considered the finest mill 
in London, and the loss of its daily ca- 
pacity, which was roughly about 3,771 
bbls, will be felt during the present times. 
The grain storage plant, containing large 
supplies of grain, was also destroyed. 
Another large mill, belonging to ry a 
Rank, Ltd., was badly damaged at t 
same time, but it is reported that it will 
be possible to start up again in a few 
weeks’ time. 


BREWING MATERIALS CURTAILED 


The food controller has announced that 
after April 1 the output of beer allowed 
to be brewed under the output of beer 
restriction act, 1916, will be reduced to 
70 per cent of the present output. The 
object of such restriction is to increase 
the supply of barley, sugar and other in- 
gredients used in brewing, and utilize 
them for food purposes, also to economize 
tonnage, transport, labor and fuel. It is 
estimated that, as a result of this.order, 
there will be a saving of 286,000 tons 
ae 26,000 tons sugar, and 16,500 
tons brewers’ grits. 


NOTES 
Thomas Williamson, vice-president of 


the St. Lawrence Flour M Co., Ltd., 
Montreal, accompanied by Mrs. William- 
son, will sail for Can on Saturday, 


Jan. 27. 


Paul Hutchison, son of W. W. Hutchi- 
son, vice-president of the Lake of the 
Woods Milling Co., Ltd., Montreal, who 
was wounded in France, has returned 
with his parents to Canada. He has been 
granted three months’ sick leave. 


LIVERPOOL, JAN. 23 
Business is being measured by the 
actual needs of consumers at present, 
whether as regards home or foreign 
flour. The price of the home-milled 
standard grade remains practically un- 
changed, the quotation being 58@59s per 
280 lbs, and a normal consumptive de- 
mand is reported around these figures. 
Holders of the super grades of imported 
flours find it very difficult to effect sales, 
and in the absence of demand, prices are- 
purely nominal. Export grades are quoted 
at 63s per 280 lbs ex-quay to arrive, which 
is above market parity of values. 
Low-grade flours are in fairly 
request on spot and to arrive at full late 
rices, say 49s 6d per 280 lbs for second 
kers and 43s 6d for red dog. For ship- 
ment these grades are now held, respec 
tively, for 47s and 40s@4l1s c.if., but 
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without guaranty of date of shipment, 
owing to the scarcity of tonnage. These 
igh prices and conditions check business. 

Shipments from all Atlantic ports, in- 
cluding Canada, to Liverpool last week 
were 6,000 sacks, and to the United King- 
dom 17,000, against 189,000 the same 
week last year. Since Aug. 1 tie total to 
the United Kingdom is 1,417,000 sacks, 
against 2,315,000 during the same period 
last season. 

Fe FROM THE TRADE 

‘~Fennell, Spence & Co., Liverpool: Flour 
is dull and neglected, and American 
prices are out of line compared with 
inglish-milled flours. A fair business is 
passing in low-grades, 46s being paid for 
f.a.q. Minneapolis second clear, January- 
February shipment from mill, and 48s 
was paid for improved second clears. Red 
dog is dearer, 42s ‘c.i.f. now being asked, 
but resellers are still taking Is@ls 6d 
under this price. 

Linseed cake is dull, and spot and re- 
cent arrivals have met a bad market, 
weak holders having accepted down to 
£16 10s cif. Afloat cake can be pur- 
chased at £16 15s. Cottonseed meal afloat, 
36 per cent, can be bought at £16 1és. 


SCOTTiSH MARKETS, JAN. 22 

It is reported that on the Glasgow 
market a very good spot demand from 
bakers is being experienced for strong 
white flours, and also for 76 per cents, 
the quotations being 58s 6d@59s_ for 
strong flour and 57s 6d for winters, both 
home-milled. Imported flours are quoted 
at 59s, with mills on the other side nam- 
ing 2s ‘more; but with home figures where 
they are, the higher rates are impossible. 
In some of the west of Scotland markets 
60s per 280 lbs is named for government 
grade flours, but this price only applies 
to small sales. 

It is reported that the milling orders 
as regards loaf-making flours now in 
force will lessen our wheat-importing 
needs by about 4,000,000 qrs, which will 
have a sensible effect on tonnage employ- 
ment in that relation. : 

Bread in this country is sold ndminally 
in denominations of 2-lb and 4-lb loaves, 
but Glasgow is the only city in the United 
Kingdom where the legal power holds 
that the loaves must be stamped with the 
distinctive weights. A movement is afoot 
to make the principle national. 

Grain imports into the Clyde last week 
were good, including, as they did, 17,604 
qrs wheat, 26,300 sacks flour, and 28,644 
qrs corn. The corn shipments came from 
Argentina; nearly the whole of the other 
products from the United States and 
Canada. 

EDINBURGH AND LEITH MARKETS 

Edinburgh, Leith and other eastern 
county markets presented a well-sustained 
front last week. At Edinburgh the av- 
erage price for wheat was 78s 5d per qr. 
The Edinburgh Association’s official fig- 
ure for government straight flour was 
62s 6d per 280 lbs. Best Midlothian oat- 
meal was quoted officially at 80s per 280 
lbs. 

The Edinburgh and Leith Master Bak- 
ers’ Association has protested to the gov- 
ernment against the mixing of flours be- 
ing done by millers, at home and abroad, 
and insisting that the work should be un- 
der the control of bakers. They ask that 
millers in every case be compelled to 
specify, under severe penalties, the con- 
stituents of the flours supplied by them. 


IRISH MARKETS, JAN. 22 

As far as spot flour is concerned, home 
millers are having matters all their own 
way, but there are signs that importers 
are going to play a larger part during 
the next few months than they have been 
wont to anticipate. Foreign millers have 
been much more pressing in offers, and 
numerous samples have come to hand 
which are more in line with what is want- 
ed than were the earlier samples. 

Of course the freight question is a 
difficult proposition, and it is only now 
and again that chance offers come through 
which are considered firm, and even 
when the importers reply promptly, it 
does not always follow that millers can 
confirm. 

There are no Minneapolis flours offering 
on spot, and as far as the forward posi- 
tion is concerned neither the price nor 
the samples of flour so far submitted of 
this class are considered altogether satis- 
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factory. Mills are quoting as high as 
63s net, c.i.f., a price utterly unobtain- 
able, even if the quality was suitable. 

While some Kansas mills are asking 
6ls net, c.i.f. Belfast, there was at least 
one offer of 57s net, c.i.f. Belfast, and 
58s Dublin, and the sample of flour re- 
ceived seemed to be- nearer to what is 
wanted than anything before submitted. 

There are no Manitoba flours offerin 
on spot. Mills which 10 days ago quot 
59s Belfast and 60s Dublin are now want- 
ing 60s Belfast, and even this price is not 
firm, owing to difficulty of freight room. 

Some very reasonable offers of Ameri- 
can soft winters were received from one 
or two Illinois mills for war-grade soft 
flour at as low as 57s net, c.i.f. Belfast, 
and 58s Dublin. The sample received 
from one of the mills was satisfactory, 
and some little business is being done at 
the price, mostly in trial lvts. 

Mill offals have been very brisk all the 
week, and bran is fully 5s per ton dearer, 
good broad white being today fully £16, 
with red at £14 5s. Sharps are not of- 
fering, but pollard is, in limited supplies, 
at a full advance of £1 per ton, common 
sorts now making £14. 





LEGAL PROBLEMS FOR MILLERS 


(Continued from page 530.) 
hours after notice of arrival; and that an 
initial carrier is not liable for any breach 
of duty on the part of the final carrier as 
warehouseman, 

The opinion further holds that the suit 
was barred by the shipper’s failure to 
give ewritten notice of the claim within 
four months of its accrual, as provided in 
the bill of lading. 


DUTY TO GUARD MACHINERY 


The Indiana supreme court has af- 
firmed judgment for $5,500 against. the 
American Maize Products Co., in favor 
of a former employee, one Widiger, for 
injuries sustained in the course of the 
latter’s employment. Although the opin- 
ion does not disclose the precise nature of 
the accident involved, it seems that lia- 
bility was based on failure of the com- 
pany to adequately guard a dangerous 
condition in connection with machinery. 
On this point the court, referring to the 
Indiana statute wnich requires machinery 
to be safeguarded, says: 

“It is not pointed out in the statute by 
what particular means or manner the 
dangerous machinery is to be guarded, 
but it is clear that guards to such ma- 
chinery, within the legislative meaning, 
are such appliances, whatever they are 
and by whatever name they may be 
called, as will accomplish the legislative 
purpose of protecting the operator of the 
machine.” 

The court also holds, incidentally, that 
where a fact is disputed in a lawsuit the 
jury trying the case is not bound to find 
one way because that side is supported by 
the larger number of witnesses. In other 
words, a verdict may be sustained by the 
evidence of one credible witness, although 
there be several witnesses who contra- 
dicted him on the point of fact in issue. 


INTERSTATE SHIPMENTS 

A shipment of grain from a point in 
one state to a point in another is not de- 
prived of its interstate character through 
the fact that, before arrival of the ship- 
ment in the second state, it may have 
been resold by the consignee for delivery 
at another point in the first state, accord- 
ing to the holding of the Kansas supreme 
court in the case of Andrews vs. Union 
Pacific Railroad Co. 

Andrews shipped corn from Rossville, 
Kansas, to the Watkins Grain Co., at 
Kansas City, Mo., over defendant’s line. 
While the car was in the yards at Kansas 
City, Kansas, the grain company resold 
it to a third person for delivery at Rose- 
dale, Kansas, and it was accordingly 
moved through Kansas City and over the 
Frisco Railroad to Rosedale. The ship- 
ment being found to be short, written 
claim was made against the defendant by 
the plaintiff. The trial court found that 
the transaction was governed by the Kan- 
sas law relating to freight loss claims, 
and, finding that the shipment was of 
intrastate character, allowed an attorney’s 
fee, as well as damages. 

On appeal, the supreme court has re- 
versed the holding as to the nature of the 
shipment, declaring that the fact that the 
corn was returned to Kansas from Kan- 


sas City, Mo., did not avoid an instance 
of interstate commerce. Hence the at- 
torney’s. fee was disallowed, but the 
judgment for damages was permitted to 
stand, because it was proper, whether the 
shipment was intrastate or interstate. 


BUYER’S BREACH OF CONTRACT 


Passing upon a case in which the 
Southern States Co. sued one Long for 
breach of a contract to buy quantities of 
corn and oats, the Alabama court of ap- 
peals lately applied the following rules 
of law: 

A contract seller having made is 
tender of delivery, and the buyer having 
refused to accept it, by dishonoring draft 
to which the bill of lading was attached, 
the seller may resell the goods covered by 
the contract for the buyer’s account. But 
the buyer is entitled to notice of the sell- 
er’s intention to make such resale. Other- 
wise the amount realized on the resale 
affords no basis for fixing the amount of 
the seller’s recovery. 

In: assessing the seller’s damages for 
the breach of contract, he is not entitled 
to reimbursement for such expenses as 
the cost of sending a representative to see 
about the goods and to effect a resale, 
nor the cost of telegraphing. 

The buyer cannot rely upon an agree- 
ment with the seller’s agent as showing 
a waiver of the seller’s rights, without 
proof as to the agent’s authority to make 
the agreement. Nor can such waiver 
agreement be supported by the buyer’s 
promise to pay demurrage charges on the 
rejected shipment, as consideration for 
the waiver; the buyer being legally bound 
to pay those charges. 


CONTRACT NOT REPUDIATED 


Where a certain grade or quality of 
goods has been contracted for sale, the 
mere fact that the buyer afterwards asks 
for delivery of a better grade does not 
entitle the seller to treat the contract as 
repudiated by the buyer, and to refuse, 
on that ground, to make delivery, al- 
though an insistence by the buyer for 
delivery of a better grade would, no 
doubt, entitle the seller to treat the con- 
tract as repudiated. This is the substance 
of the decision of the Mississippi su- 
preme court in the recent case of Cren- 
shaw Bros. Seed Co. vs. Rauch. 

Defendant agreed to sell a quantity of 
peas to plaintiff, the agreement apparent- 
ly not requiring them to be cleaned nor 
of first-class stock. Telegrams were in- 
tended to close the contract, but, in con- 
firming the purchase by letter, plaintiff 
requested that cleaned and first-class peas 
be delivered. This letter was received 
after part of the peas were shipped, they 
being accepted by plaintiff. Treating the 
letter as a repudiation of the contract, 
defendant refused to complete the deliv- 
ery, and plaintiff sued for damages meas- 
ured by the excess plaintiff was required 
to pay above the contract price in obtain- 
ing substitute peas in the open market. 

n sustaining plaintiff’s right to recover 
these damages, the supreme court holds 
that there was nothing to show that 
plaintiff would have refused to accept 
peas of the contract grade, and hence no 
excuse for defendant’s breach of the 
agreement to deliver. 





Meaning of Export Terms 

A recent bulletin of the Millers’ Na- 
tional Federation makes the following 
comments on terms used in the export 
business: 

In view of difficulties arising at the 
seaboard in connection with clearance of 
and payment for export shipments, your 
attention is drawn to the following points: 


“C.F.” SALES 


This term does not include or imply 
any guaranty of delivery, in good order 
or otherwise, except delivery in good order 
into the custody of a common carrier, 
under through or continuing contracts of 
carriage. 

The term is a description of the price 
of the goods at the place of sale, and 
indicates that marine insurance and 
freight are included in the gross pricé. 

Some foreign buyers are, at this time, 
interpreting “c.i.f.” as indicating a guar- 
anty of actual delivery and in good order, 
at the place of foreign destination, and 
are deducting from payment, when 
authorizing bankers to pay _ shippers’ 
drafts, the full value of such packages 
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as may have become damaged in transit 
to the seaboard. 


“P.0.B.” SALES : 
Free.”—This term means 


“Lighterage 
literally that delivery, in order, is 
guaranteed, on wharf (or warehouse ) 


or on steamer, as each sale may indicate, 
as, for instance, “f.o.b. New York,” or 
“f.o.b, Steamer at New York.” If ship- 
ments are. not available to the steamer 
when called for in accordance with ocean 
freight contract, the steamer may charge 
and collect demurrage (value of steam 
er’s time while waiting for delivery, if 
delay occurs), the steamship company 
having given a sufficiently reasonable time 
to the rail carriers to arrange and effect 
delivery, having in mind the switching 
and lighterage conditions which may b. 
quaceally known to exist at the time. 
“Fas.” 

This, meaning “free alongside ship,” i. 
a better term for f.o.b. export sales, whe: 
delivery at ship’s side is intended, as i: 
eliminates any question of delivery over 
the ship’s rail and is more definitely i 
accordance with the meaning of “Lighter- 
age Free.” 

Present conditions at seaboard warran| 
our suggesting the importance of export- 
ing millers at once having an understand- 
ing, in writing, with buyers for foreign 
account, of the meanings of the several 
terms used as bases of sales for export. 


’ Leave nothing to “be understood.” Hay- 


ing definitely settled the interpretation 
of the terms thus employed, the position 
of the exporting miller or merchant is 
fortified against serious trouble that ma 
again occur, as it has recently occurred. 





Imports and Exports for 1916 
Total values of merchandise imported 
from and exported to each of the princi- 
pal countries during 1916, compared with 
the preceding year, have been made pub- 
lic by the Bureau of Foreign and Do- 
mestic Commerce, as follows: 





IMPORTS 

From— 1916 1915 

Grand divisions: 
Europe ......... $633,316,911  $6546,352,567 
North America .. 658,457,095 609,458,281 
South America... 427,609,562 322,282,189 
BMD. cyw se ccodoece 516,704,047 305,524,008 
Oceania ........ 93,673,382 60,341,159 
ALPICR wc ccccicce 61,893,338 34,638,491 

Totala ...00. $2,391,654,335 $1,778,596,695 

Principal countries: 
Austria-Hungary.. $631,261 $5,324,750 
Belgium ........ 1,479,342 2,626,440 
Pe aes ee 108,893,119 77,918,758 
Germany ....... 5,819,472 44,953,285 
| aa 60,235,172 51,559,765 
Netherlands ..... 43,602,316 28,493,844 
Norway ........- 6,430,076 6,982,149 
Russia in Europe. 4,478,990 2,433,222 
BPO .ocnccesece 32,577,377 18,692,122 
Sweden ......... 18,856,638 11,373,679 
Switzerland ..... 22,414,383 19,900,191 
United Kingdom. 305,486,977 258,295,853 
Camada§ ...ccesee 237,268,015 177,594,210 
Mexico ........+. 105,065,780 83,551,993 
CU ce cccecsase 243,728,770 197,548,146 
Argentina ....... 116,292,647 94,677,644 
ae 132,067,378 120,099,305 
CD 04 9.04 bucecce 82,123,995 $7,284,043 
CRime .d..cccccee 82,216,120 53,155,487 
British E. Indies. 201,190,844 119,397,306 
JOPOR cocccvccces 182,090,737 108,315,164 
Australia and 

New Zealand... 55,826,228 85,044,484 
Philippine Islds.. 34,162,081 22,859,613 
MSVPE cv cccscwses 29,533,796 20,859,193 

EXPORTS 


o— 
Grand divisions: 
Europe ........-- $3,813,621,677 $2,573,408,120 
North America... 924,653,691 658,803,012 





South America... 220,288,188 144,128,681 
BER ddicdicciaces 363,201,175 149,706,033 
Oceania ......... 105,586,523 91,479,767 
APPICR ccsccccces 54,072,335 $7,145,234 
Totals ...... $5,481,423,589 $3,554,670,847 
Principal countries: 
Austria-Hungary. $61,771 $104,525 
Belgium ........ 31,181,169 23,385,087 
Defimark ....... 56,335,696 73,606,999 
Pr@Mce ...cc.cee 860,839,308 600,792,248 
Germany ........ 2,260,634 11,777,858 
Greece .......+.+. 33,677,189 26,754,121 
MED 09:046 664.6000 303,533,921 269,723,561 
Netherlands 113,705,753 142,973,056 
Norway ......... 66,207,744 46,231,270 
Russia in Europe. 309,450,738 125,794,954 
GREER. ccccivcsaes 63,501,500 45,697,482 
Sweden .......... 48,363,387 85,261,543 
United Kingdom... 1,388,314,301 1,198,440,55 
COmeaade  .sccicsss 606,376,136 $45,045,856 
Central America. 46,607,142 $6,700,692 
Mexico ...,...... 52,874,288 41,066,775 
ay ry eet 164,622,950 95.750,004 
Argentina ....... 76,874,254 62,840,965 
POS. .ssccssecs 47,679,265 $3,952,551 
TEE opeecdbnones 33,385,499 17,816,114 
CRIBR <i vcvcsivcs 31,514,833 19,748,253 
* British BE. Indies. 30,751,330 20,868,453 
TOPAN oc ccscesee 108,755,076 46,731,903 
Russia in Asia... 159,365,812 44,198,950 
Australia and ‘ ‘ 
New Zealand... 31,291,428 64,070,468 
Philippine Islds.. 22,806,232 26,346,4°0 
British Africa .. 32,494,101 24,652,308 
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The Baker Explains 


In the autumn, following one of the 
rare but not wholly unavoidable breaks in 
the price of wheat, a miller was forced to 
proceed against a baker customer because 
the latter had defaulted on a contract for 

flour sold at a high- 

—™ er price. 

In examining the 

defendant, the mill- 
er’s attorney said, 

“Now, Mr. Schnei- 
der, please tell the 
court just how you 
happened to buy this 
flour, what basis you 
had for entering into 
so substantial a con- 
tract and why you 
are now unable or 
unwilling to comply 
with its terms; and 
what are your as- 

‘ sets?” 

&- acy “Well, Your Hon- 
I wasn't ever before Or,” said Mr. Schnei- 
der, “this here is the 
first time I was ever 
sued, I wasn’t ever before even in a 
court. This time. also it is not myself 
that is to blame. That I say honest. First, 
back there, would come into my shop a 
salesman to sell me some flour. He would 
get out some samples from a case and 
make it into piles, and with a paddle slick 
it down smooth, 

“He would also, Judge, make some 
doughballs, and he 
would talk to me 
about how. flour 
would go much high- 
er,—maybe a dollar 
a barrel. Then he 
would have me smell 
the flour, and then 
she would talk also to 
Ella, my wife, and 
then he would say 
he would sell us a 
thousand barrels at 
so much, and with 
credit of 30 days. 
So, that way he 
would make me buy. 

“Then, Judge, next & 
day would come 
another salesman, and ee 
he would slick it y 
down and make doughballs and I would 
smell it, and so would Ella, my wife, and 
the salesman would talk, too, about the 
whcat rust in Dakota and that flour would 
go up a dollar and a half a barrel. He 
also would make me buy, but I would say 
I could only pay in 60 days, because of 
the other man coming 
for his money in 30. 

“Next day or may- 
be two days, or may- 
be two a day, would 
come another sales- 
man and another; 
Judge, there are lots 
of them. And, when 
the others came in 
they would use their 
paddles and make 
their doughballs, and 
me and Ella, my 
wife, would look at 
them and smell them, 
and someof the sales- 
men would buy some 
bread because the 
could not get po 4 
good bread any- 
where'else, and some 
would say I could take the flour a wagon- 
load at a time, and they would make me 
buy. So, Judge, I told Ella, if we bu 
from some we should also buy from 





even in a court, 








Some of the sales- 
men would buy 
some bread, 
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of them, and Ella, my wife, she said that 
was fair and we would. 

“And, Judge, Your Honor, we did. 
And the market then went down, not up 
at all, Judge, and then this miller and 
the others and some of the salesmen, 
even them that bought the bread because 
it was so good, would come in and say 
‘Schneider, what is your assets? And 
the lawyers, too, Your Honor, they come 
in and say ‘Schneider, what is your as- 
sets?? Everybody all 
over all comes to 
Schneider and says, 4 
‘Schneider, your as- 
sets, what is they? ié 
And to all of them : 
I say that, counting + 
all this flour, I have 
to pay every month S 
to mills $2,600, or 
maybe more than 
that, and to pay this 
I have only, Judge, 
my bakery. 

“For assets, Judge, 
the shop it is clean as 
a Ba since me &. 
and Ella, my wife, 
paid off the mort- nS cae. ” 
gage. Then there isa 
wagon and horse just painted, and there 
is, Judge, furs for Ella we yg 1 before 
the market went down like it did, and a 
diamond ring, and the accident insurance 
that I have for $1,000 unless I am killed 
on a train, which makes it $2,000, and my 
son, who has a good job at the brick- 
yard and is strong, and a Ford which is 
four years since f got it and was used 
before. Then, Judge, I had some Board 
of Trade wheat which I bought also on 
what these fellers said about prices going 
up, but that, I guess, petered out, for 
the man at the board said my margin 
was gone. 

“This, Judge, is all the truth I can tell. 
It is the salesmen to blame, not Schneider. 
They slicked their flour and made dough- 
balls and said ‘Schneider, it is cheap; bet- 
ter buy it” And they took Ella, my wife, 
and me to shows, and brought pictures of 
their mills to put on the wall,—which, 
when I found the market went down, I got 
mad and took out and saved only the 
frames. That is what they did, Judge. 
The contracts, they are bust, and my 
bakery, too, I suppose. The salesmen I 
do not like nor, now, does Ella. She says 
they. are dark of the moon fortune tellers, 
which, Judge, means they do not come out 
so good as even just guessers. I, too, 
Your Honor, think as Ella, my wife, 
thinks.” 







Heimer. 
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Preliminary official statistics of the 
trade of the United Kingdom for 1916 
show imports valued at $4,619,051,512, an 
increase of 11.4 per cent over those for 
1915. Exports of produce and manufac- 
tures of the United Kingdom for 1916 


were valued at $2,465,107,140, which is 
31.6 per cent more than for 1915. Exports 
of foreign and colonial 
amounted to $475,011,775, which is 1.4 per 
cent Jess than for 1915. 


merchandise 








Special Notices 


The rate for advertisements in this de- 





partment is 20 cents per line (seven words 
to the line); minimum charge, $1. 


For the benefit of those out of a position, 


advertisements of Situations Wanted will be 
accepted at one-half the above rate, 10 cents 
per line (seven words to the line); minimum 
charge, 50 cents. 


“Display” advertisements will not be in- 


serted at the line rate, but will be charged 
for at the rate of $3 per column inch. 


Only advertisements entitled to Special 


Notice classification will be accepted for 
publication herein, 


Advertisements under this heading are 


transient and the advertisers’ responsibility 
is not necessarily vouched for by The North- 
western Miller. 


Copy for advertisements in this depart- 


ment must reach us by Saturday to appear 
in the issue_of the following Wednesday. 


Cash should accompany all orders. 


LARGE NORTHWESTERN MILL WANTS 
high-grade salesman with a good ac- 
quaintance and a good record for New 
England states; high quality of flour to 
offer; salary dary sideration; best 
co-operation offered to right party. Ad- 
dress 490, care Northwestern Miller, Min- 
neapolis. 








WANTED AT ONCE—A MAN QUALIFIED 
to represent us in a long established, prof- 
itable Kansas territory with a brand of 
uncommon popularity; ability to spread 
good will with the disposition and energy 
to build business are necessary to measure 
up to the job, Address 373, care North- 
western Miller, Kansas City, Mo. 





LARGE MILL IN BUENOS AIRES, ARGEN- 
tine Republic, is desirous of employing 
reliable clerk who can eventually take 
management of its advertising department; 
must be reliable and thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with this line of work and speak Span- 
ish; give age, experience, references and 
salary expected. Address 504, care North- 
western Miller, Minneapolis. 





WANTED—BOOKKEEPER AND OFFICE 
assistant; must be young, energetic, have 
some personality and be able to meet peo- 
ple; position is with country mill a short 
distance from Kansas City; fair salary to 
start, with exceptional opportunity for ad- 
vancement; we want a man who will stay 
with us and grow into the business. Ad- 
dress 372, care Northwestern Miller, Kan- 
sas City, Mo. 
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 








UNEXCELLED LOCATION FOR SMALL 
flour and feed mill in exclusive field with- 
out opposition or competition, exists at 
Washburn, Wis; this city has doubled its 
population in two years, now having 6,038 
inhabitants; one factory employs 1,400 men; 
farming region rapidly. developing; best 
chance in the Northwest; we want to se- 
cure man or company who will put in mill 
and operate. For further particulars write 

. M. Heermans, Executive Secretary 
Commercial Club, Washburn, Wis. 








MILLS FOR SALE AND TO LEASE 








FOR SALE—100-BBL MILL IN GOOD CON- 
dition, steam power, located in western 
Minnesota; plenty of wheat at mill door; 
price $15,000. Address 5, care Northwest- 
ern Miller, Minneapolis. 








MISCELLANEOUS 








A BARGAIN—COMPLETE MACHINERY 
for 150-bbl flour mill, practically new, 
including wagon and other scales, for sale; 
engine and 80 h-p boiler; must be seen 
to be appreciated; must be disposed of 
within 60 days. D. G. Donahue, 312 
Plymouth Building, Minneapolis, Minn, 





EXPERIENCED SALESMAN WANTED 
for territory west of the Missouri River; 
will pay good salary and bonus on excess 
shipments; man must have absolutely 
clean record and be able to give excep- 
tional references; mill’s brands are well 
established in the territory and trade 
now in good shape; state full particulars 
in first letter; all correspondence confi- 
dential. Address 469, care Northwestern 
Miller, Kansas City, Mo. 








SITUATIONS WANTED 








FLOUR SALESMAN WITH 16 YEARS’ EX- 
perience selling spring and winter wheat 
in Michigan, will be at liberty about March 
1. Address 506, care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 





AS MILLER, EXPERIENCED AS TO ALL 
varieties of wheat and milling systems; 
can get close yield and quality; temperate 
and dependable; references. Address 489, 
care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis, 





AS SECOND MILLER IN MILL 100 TO 500 
bbis, by married man with several years’ 
experience; recommendations to prove 
ability; Nebraska, Iowa, Minnesota, or 
South Dakota preferred; can come on 
short notice. Address 499, care North- 
western Miller, Minneapolis. 





BY ENERGETIC YOUNG MAN AS MAN- 
ager of 200 to 500 bbl mill; preferably in 
Montana; could invest some money; ex- 
perience wide as to manufacturing, office 
work, selling and dealing with farmers; 
now employed; references. Address 491, 
care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 





POSITION WANTED IN BRANCH OFFICE 
or mill; experienced six years in flour and 
feed store as manager; owing to firm going 
out of business I am looking for position; 
can give all the references and recom- 
mendations needed; let me know what you 
have to offer. Address Lester G, Wiley, 
Soldiers Grove, Wis. 





CHEMIST SEEKS POSITION—DESIRE PO- 
sition as chemist in laboratory of mill, 1,000 
bbis or over, preferably in Middle West; 
have completed six months’ course in lead- 
ing milling and baking technology school; 
available at once; can furnish desirable 
references. Address ‘“Chemist,’”” care 
Northwestern Miller, Royal Insurance 
Building, Chicago. 


FOR SALE—ONE PRACTICALLY NEW 
Twin City cross compound engine, rope 
drive, in perfect condition; size 14 and 28 
by 86 inches, capable of developing from 
300 to 380 h-p; only run about four years; 
also one 600 h-p Cochrane feed water 
heater, one Twin City belt drive con- 
denser, two tubular boilers 64 inches by 
18 feet, licensed for 125 lbs steam pres- 
sure; one Smith Vale steam-driven fire 
pump; one belt drive boiler feed pump, 
together with all steam gauges, vacuum 
gauges, piping, fittings, and everything 
that goes with a first-class steam plant; 
this is no junk, but a first-class steam 
plant in every respect; reason for selling, 
have put in electric power. Address Ten- 
nant & Hoyt Co., Lake City, Minn. 





FLOUR MILL MACHINERY 
FOR SALE 


The following equipment in operat- 
ing condition for sale at a reasonable 
price: 


1—48-in. French Burr Mill. 

5—Nordyke 6x12-in. Mills. 

1—Howes Silver Creek’ Packer No. 60. 

1—Fairbanks Bin Scale No. 3700. 

2—Geo. H. Smith No. 00 Middlings 
Purifiers, 

1—Geo, H. Smith No. 1 Flour Reel. 

1—Nordyke No. 1 Polisher. 

1—Nordyke Hexagon Scalper, 

3—Nordyke Flour Dressers. 

2—Flour Blenders. 

1—No. 1 Horizontal Bran Duster. 

1—Monitor No. 2 Receiving and 
Cleaning Separator. 

1—Allis No. 0 Horizontal Purifier. 

2—Huntley No. 2 Scouring Machines. 

3—Allis Bolters. 


For the above equipment, address 
P. C. PHILIPP, 
Drexel Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 








FOR SALE CHEAP, the following 
machinery, practically new: One Ameri- 
can Blower Fan, 60in; one Howe plat- 
form scale with 60 bu hopper, double 
beam; one invincible receiving separa- 
tor, No. 7, with double fan; one Fair- 
banks gasoline engine, 8 h.-p. C. 8. Chris- 
tensen Co., Madelia, Minnesota. 








AS HEAD MILLER IN MILL OF NOT 
less than 600 bbis capacity, by competent 
man accustomed to grinding hard or soft 
wheat, and handling mills of large ca- 
pacity; familiar with the latest methods 
of testing and baking; can give best of 
references and reason for wishing to 
change. Address 497, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 


Estabrook Pate you on a wheat 
Laboratory eauality with the 


bi t mills in 
Service the world 
The Estabrook Laboratories, Kansas City, Mo. 





MILL OWNERS AND OTHERS IN NEED 
of help are advised that this paper has on 
file the names of many head and second 
millers, millwrights, engineers, packers, 
grain buyers and kindred help; also names 
of managers, sales-managers, flour sales- 
men, office men, bookkeepers, etc. Infor; 
mation and assistance toward placing 
employers in touch with competent help 
freely offered. The Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis, Minn., or branch offices.+ 





We are large buyers of 
Purified Middlings 
It may pay you to correspond with us. 


CREAM OF WHEAT COMPANY 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 














HELP WANTED 








FOR OHIO—LIVE-WIRE FLOUR SALES- 
man wanted by large Minnesota mill; 
must be familiar with the trade; give age, 
experience, references and compensation 
expected; important answers be prompt. 
Address 500, care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 


FLOUR CHEMIST—GRADUATE MIDDLE- 


west state university, five years U. 8S. De- 
partment of Agriculture, at present head 
of department and teaching milling and 
baking in industrial institute; expert in 
flour analysis, milling operations, etc; 
capable establishing chemical control over 
milling operations, research and investiga- 
tions in milling and baking methods, ma- 
terials, etc. Address “Flour Chemist,” 
605, care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 





f 
> 
i, 
_— Haulage System— , 
nimizeYour Delivery Expense D . 


FEDERAL MOTOR TRUCK CO. Mich. 
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The Northwestern Miller believes the following firms to be thoroughly reliable and responsible. 


No others will knowingly be advertised by it. 





A. HUHN, President 


ALEX. G. HUHN, Secretary 


A. HUHN ELEVATOR COMPANY 


OFFICES, 404-406-408 FLOUR EXCHANGE 


FORTY YEARS’ EXPERIENCE IN SELECTING WHEAT ENABLES US 


TO SUPPLY THE MILLING TRADE WITH THE PARTICULAR GRADES 
OF WHEAT WANTED AND CUSTOMERS ORDERING A SPECIAL 


QUALITY CAN DEPEND UPON GETTING THAT AND NO OTHER 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 








MONARCH 
Elevator Company 


312 CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


Operating the 
Monarch and Repablic eg 
Elevators at Minneapolis, 


in connection with 


THE McCAULL-DINSMORE CO. 


CHAMBER COMMERCE, MINNEAPOLIS 


pet Grades of Milling Wheat 22,5 


Write or wire for samples ern White and Spring Varieties 
and quotations 


Fraser-Smith Co. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN, - 
Grain Commission Merchants 
Millfeed Shippers 


bat =< = 
he better grades of Millfeed 








Choice Milling and Distilling 





RYE our speciaity 
G. E. GEE GRAIN CO. 


Chamber of Commerce MINNEAPOLIS 


Cs owe in Minnesota 
the Dakotas 








Selected Milling Wheat a Specialty We operate Elevators in North Dakota 


and can supply Choice Milling 
Wheat for Millers. 


Receivers and Shippers of WOODWORTH ELEVATOR CO. 


% B. H. Woopworrt#, President 
Chamber of Commeree 201 Board of Trade E. 8. Woopworru, Vice-President MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
Minneapolis Duluth, Minn. ., R. P. Woopwortu, Secretary-Treasurer 














Cargill Commission Co. 
Handlers and Shippers of all’ Kinds of 


GRAIN 


1104 First National-Soo Line Building 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 


Barnes-Ames Co. 




















? e +. } S ELEVATORS 
Marfield Grain Company HOKU meses 
Can furnish country mills with the qualities of spring Waichidenaies<iigal and Merchandise Transferring— C.St.P.M.&0O.Ry. 
wheat they desire. Storage and Forwarding — Pacific 
Correspondence solicited. Chamber of Commerce, MINNEAPOLIS 107 Chamber of Commerce, Minneapolis, Minn. Gre —— 


GOULD GRAIN COMPANY 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
WHEAT BARLEY OATS CORN 


SCREENINGS AND MILL FEEDS 


Bakers: Ask for Samples and Prices of Barley Flour 




















E..8. WoopworTH Cuas. A. BATON 
President Manager 


CONCRETE 
ELEVATOR CO. 


Spring Wheat 
for Millers 


We can offer you one or a hundred cars. 
Send for samples and prices. Write, 
wire or phone. 


— > — 
ete 
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